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From the sanctimonious democratic pedestal of the New South
Africa it is perhaps a bit perverse to look back on the Seventies and
Eighties with any great fondness but, in one respect at least, the

hard-hitting sanctions era had an unintended beneficial consequence for
South Africa: it made us self-sufficient in many respects. Uneconomical, yes, but self-
sufficient nonetheless.
There can be no doubt that the sanctions years produced a burst of technological
innovation in South African industry. Take our arms industry: cut off from purchases of
armaments, aircraft and many other components that the rest of the world thought
might have a military application, scientists and engineers rolled up their sleeves
throughout South Africa and developed what was needed to keep the military supplied
and effective. Armoured cars, military lorries, cannon, helicopters and much more
rolled off production lines in their hundreds, often uneconomically, it must be said, but
usually ideally-suited to the rigours of African bush warfare.
But civil life, and commerce and industry, also gained by the growth of a much more
diverse manufacturing sector necessitated by the sanctions era. Because there was a
threat that South African heavy transport might be denied engines for its vehicles, a
large engine manufacturing plant was set up in a depressed area of the Western Cape
named Atlantis, from where thousands of engines, built to only two standardised
designs, powered every heavy vehicle imaginable, usually quite reliably, if not in the
most modern fuel efficient manner and, because of their ubiquity, with generally
readily-available spares. The beneficial effect of such employment on the community of
Atlantis was well-recorded, with many families having been lifted out of grinding
poverty to something resembling a decent middle-class lifestyle.
At that stage, South Africa also had a fledgling ship building industry, with quite
sophisticated small ships being built at Durban, and luxury yachts at Cape Town.
Only the latter remains, shipbuilding at Durban having been successfully killed off by
high steel prices, high labour costs and a lack of government support.
At one time South Africa was the worldwide centre of a highly sophisticated stainless
steel tank container manufacturing industry, which not only used South African-
developed stainless steel in large quantities but which employed hundreds of highly-
qualified specialist welders, not to mention ultrasonic weld inspectors and other highly
trained personnel. Cheap Far East manufacture and a lack of government support saw
that industry collapse locally.
South Africa's leadership iin the field of narrow-gauge railway engineering was widely
acknowledged. Spoornet's world-class Koedoespoort workshops and heavy engineering
companies such as Guestro Wheels and Union Carriage & Wagon in Nigel built and
maintained hundreds of locomotives, carriages and wagons. Now we can't even buy
locos from overseas without getting the height specifications wrong.
Much has been written about the collapse of the clothing and textile industry.
Nowadays underpants and socks come from China or India, jeans and shirts from
Mauritius and Madagascar. And don't ask too many questions about the child labour or
slave wages with which they were produced.
Last month I ordered a new pair of spectacles. They took a month to arrive because, I
was told, South Africa no longer has a glass-spectacle lens manufacturing industry, this
work now being outsourced to a factory in Germany.
Even in the field of foodstuffs surprisingly little is sourced or manufactured locally. Next
time you buy a packet of herbs, or a tin of fish, or a packet of soup have a look for the
country of origin. We eat very internationally, nowadays, as a nation.
It’s true to say that South Africa, and the rest of Africa too, is falling prey to Chinese
expansionism. With our economy collapsing we’re ripe for the picking to become no
more than a Chinese economic colony.
Meanwhile, on every street corner previously employed but now jobless people sit
about aimlessly, eventually and inevitably turning to crime to put something on their
tables. And those for whom the search for a job is just a bridge too far just go straight
from their (shamefully inferior) schools to a life of crime.
To be sure, the development of the “global village” with its instant communication,
modern logistics, and fast transport connections has made the “just in time” economy
possible, and brought down prices of many items to the benefit of consumers.
But is the resultant death of the manufacturing sector a good thing, or a consequence
we can live with? No, and it's going to come back to bite us.

Self-sufficiency
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Vaccine for African
Horse Sickness is
readily available this

season and from now on is
the time to be administering
it.
Horse owners can buy the
AHS vaccine kit from their
local veterinarian or ask for
them to be ordered if they are
not kept in stock.
The AugustSmallholder's

edition gave details on how
the vaccine should be used

and the information is also
available on
www.sasmallholder.co.za.
It is important to note that
foals born of unvaccinated
dams can be inoculated at
any age but foals of immune
dams should not be vacci-
nated until they are at least six
to seven months old.
Immunisation of mares should
be avoided during the first
three months of pregnancy.
Annual immunisation is

strongly recommended.
According to Onderstepoort
Biological Products, the
vaccine's sole South African
manufacturer, it takes two to
three vaccinations for horses
to become immune to all the
serotypes in the vaccine.
It is therefore important to
combine vaccination with the
control of the Culicoides
midges which transmit the
disease. Horses can be

Five township maths
teachers calling
themselves the

GreenAge Team are asking for
help from Gauteng's farmers:
they want advice and a
helping hand to make their
small farming venture
successful.

Says group spokeswoman
Mapaseka Vryman, “We are
five young black ladies who
are interested in farming on a
small scale. We have a plot.
We are undecided between
animals and planting.
“Would you consider inviting
us to help on your farm for a

full day, say from 06:00 to the
afternoon, for free so we can
get a picture of reality?
“We are interested in
chickens, pigs, goats, cows
and horses.
On the planting side, we are
interested in vegetables,
wheat, maize, root crops such

as beetroot and potatoes, and
greens such as spinach etc.
“We do not know if this
qualifies but we are interested
in flowers, too.
“We would like to visit your
farm on public holidays or on
Sundays.
“We cannot visit on Saturdays
because the five of us teach
Maths in a township on
Saturdays.”
The group can be contacted
through Vryman via her email
address mapaseka.vryman-
@gmail.com

Township teachers seek farming help

No shortage of AHS vaccine this year

Continued on page 6
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The winner of the
Hadeco-Garden
World-Kirstenbosch -

Chelsea Flower Show
competition which we ran
over the past two editions is
Maria du Toit of De Wildt,
northwest of Pretoria.
She wins a copy of Hadeco's
magnificent coffee-table
manual on South African
bulbs entitled simply The Bulb

Book, plus a hamper of
Hadeco bulbs for her summer
garden and, to keep the sun
off her while she plants her
bulbs, a cap.Smallholder

The answer to our question
“In which city is the Chelsea
Flower Show held?” elicited a
variety of answers. Some
thought it was in Krugersdorp,
others in Muldersdrift (a city?),
others at Garden World, and
others still simply said
Chelsea.
If you visit the show, you will
travel to the extensive park-

like grounds of the Royal
Chelsea Hospital, which is in
the Royal Borough of Chelsea
(London's equivalent of a
suburb). But you will have
had to have travelled to
London first. Thus, the answer
is “London.”
A recreation of the South
African exhibit, traditionally
designed by horticulturalists

attached to the SA National
Botanical Gardens at
Kirstenbosch, which is in
Cape Town, is constructed at
Garden World in Muldersdrift
after the Chelsea show, as a
focal point of Garden World's
annual Spring Festival.
While it is an exact replica of
the London design, the plant
material used in the exhibit is
fresh, ie not that which was
used in London, and Garden
World horticulturalists refresh
the exhibit up to three times
during the course of the six-
week long festival.

protected from midge bites by
stabling them from dusk to
dawn, using insect repellents
and keeping animals away
from low-lying vlei areas or
other surface water during the
day.

From page 5
VACCINE

De Wildt reader wins Chelsea competition

Detail of this year’s SA Chelsea exhibit at Garden World in Muldersdrift
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The second National
Bee Foraging Week will
run from 19-26

September 2015. The
purpose is to raise awareness
of what bees need to
maintain healthy, strong

swarms.
As smallholders plan and
implement their spring and
summer planting, they should
also be consciously planting
vegetables, crops, trees and
flowers that are enjoyed by
bees.
“A lack of good quality and
variety of forage can lead to
unhealthy honeybee colonies
that are more susceptible to
disturbances such as pests
and diseases. Weakened“
honeybee colonies are less
effective in pollinating crops,”
says Mike Allsopp of the
Agricultural Research
Council's Honeybee Research
Section.
Natural forage sources are
threatened by urban sprawl
and thoughtless use of
chemicals.
Honeybees need access to a
variety of flowering plants to
provide food for their colonies

at different times of the year.
A study by the SA National
Biodiversity Institute (Sanbi)
reveals that eucalyptus trees,
certain crop species such as
sunflowers, canola, citrus and
lucerne, as well as indigenous
trees and shrubs, flowering

plants and wild flowers are
critically important for
honeybees to build strong
colonies.
But honeybees are crucial to
food security as well, because
they are vital as crop

Beekeepers who intend
to sell their honey
need to know how to

comply with newly-published
regulations concerning the
grading, labelling and
packaging of their honey.
A two-page leaflet published
by the directorate of food
safety and quality assurance
of the Dept of Agriculture,
Forestry & Fisheries gives an
outline of the requirements
which, in addition to listing
the things a honey-producer
MUST do to ensure compli-

ance, also gives examples of
things he or she can't do,
such as describing honey that
has been adulterated with
sugar, syrup of other sub-
stances as honey.
The full regulations and
requirements can be down-
loaded from the Daff website
at -http://www.daff.gov.za
/daffweb3/Branches/Agricultur
al-Production-Health-Food-
Safety/Food-Safety-Quality-
Assurance/Local-and-Import-
Regulations/Processed-
products-honey regulation.

BEEKEEPING

Continued on page 10

Honey labelling regs announced

Bee forage week to raise awareness
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pollinators.
As current natural habitat and
forage resources dwindle,
there is an urgent need to
protect and maintain existing
bee-friendly vegetation by
planting more bee-friendly
plants (as long as they are
appropriate to the specific
localities to prevent hybridi-
sation or invasions).
Smallholders and farmers
alike should practise bee-
friendly agricultural pro-
cesses, particularly in relation
to agro-chemicals.
Honeybees spend many days

in crop land (pollinating or
foraging), and are therefore
very susceptible to use of
pesticides. Agro-chemicals
have been found by some
studies to be one of the
leading causes of honeybee
deaths. Common insecticides
such as neonicotinoids and
pyrethroids have been shown
to negatively affect learning
behaviour, foraging activities
and nest site orientation by
honeybees.
Those who have important
bee-forage crops on their
lands should consider
allowing access to

beekeepers in a controlled
manner, obviously communi-
cating with the beekeepers
about any agro-chemical
regime on the land.
And gardeners should also
consider planting comple-
mentary crops (such as
lavender or basil) or rotate
land with legume crops that
are important bee-forage
resources.
One can also find out which
weeds are attractive to bees
(eg, wild radish, cosmos, etc),
so that some can be left for
the bees.

BEEKEEPING

Once again this year at Garden World’s Spring festival,
professional landscapers, students and schoolchildren
alike all worked their magic with their inspirational
show garden designs, packed with ideas for gardeners
in spaces ranging from townhouse patios to the
largest estate.
In much evidence this year was the use of vegetables
and herbs, acknowledging the growing trend among
homeowners to grow some of their own food.

Left:
Traditional
herbs in an
African
setting.
Right: Flowers
and pathways
Below left:
Vibrant patio
colours.

F 8rom page
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Left: Imaginitive use of veld grasses
Below: Farmkids School’s garden

Above:
Oh-Beehive! by Unisa horticultural students
highlighted bees, honeycomb and bee
products, and used plants that attract pollinator
insects

Vegetables and flowers mixed in
an ornamental setting.

Joburg Parks highlighted the Zoo,
with a city skyline as backdrop.

Ponds and water features are
always on show

Indigenous flora from the Cape

Detail from the Chelsea exhibit:
Flowers that South Africa gave
the world, among them beautiful
proteas.
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Growing clivia on a
large scale can be
very profitable

because of the demand for
orange and yellow clivia by
local nurseries, says Pretoria
clivia breeder, Pikkie
Strumpher.
With larger nurseries ordering
up to 3 000 plants at a time,
Strumpher's advice to
potential growers is to
consider growing no fewer
than 5 000 to 10 000 plants a
year. One must also keep in
mind that clivias take four to
five years to flower from seed.

Even though the price per
plant is generally low, higher
volumes make it a cost-
effective crop to produce
because seed, potting soil,
and fertiliser can be bought in
bulk.
Set up costs should not be
excessive either as clivia can
be grown under an 80%
shade cloth structure. A
reliable water supply is,
however, essential.
Orange and yellow clivia are
the most cost efficient, as the-
more colours areunusual
more expensive to produce,
says Strumpher.
The demand for orange and
yellow clivia , and to a lessers
exten peaches, the highestt is
but the demand for unusual
colours limited. Smalleris
numbers of the more unusual
colours can be grown for the
private market.
Smallholders interested in
finding out more about

growing clivia can visit thes
Jo'burg Clivia Club's annual
show at Garden World on
September 12 and 13 in
Muldersdrift.
Exhibitors range from
hobbyists to serious growers,
offering a range and diversity
of clivia for sale. This is thes
clivia enthusiast's best
opportunity to add new

colours to their collection and
also find good bargains.
On Saturday the hours will
be 08h00 until 17h00 and
Sunday 08h00 until 15h00.
The entry fee is R15 for
people over twelve years of
age.
Call Glynn Middlewick at
082 650-1463 or e-mail
gcmidd@hmweb.co.za.

How to grow clivias for profit

Orange and yellow clivias are the most popular.
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YOUR SOIL

The United Nations has
declared 2015 the
“International Year of

Soils” and smallholders have
as important a role to play as
any landowner in preserving
healthy soil and rehabilitating
soil when necessary.
All soil is composed of
mineral particles (sand, clay
and silt), organic matter, air
and water.
It is a “living” system in that it
breathes. However, it is
extremely fragile.
The most productive (fertile)
part of the soil is only a
couple of centimetres thick
and this is usually the part
that is eroded first. Soil
scientists inform us that 2,5cm
of topsoil takes between 500
and 1 000 years to form.
Not surprising, therefore, that
today soil is a threatened
resource, precisely because
soil erosion is so pervasive

and hard to reverse.
Rich soils form a vital part of
our ecosystems by storing and
cleaning water, and keeping
our climate stable.
But because of large scale,
single crop, industrial
agriculture, farmers have been
managing their farms like
factories, in pursuit of
maximum profit.
They are focused on maximis-
ing yields, but often at great
cost to the land itself.
Smallholders are also guilty of
ploughing and loosening their
land every year and “enjoy-
ing” in many cases an
ongoing addiction to chemical
fertilisers and pesticides.
These in turn carry nitrogen
and phosphorus as well as soil
into our water systems and
into the sea each year.
Landowners too have
sometimes failed to nurture
and strengthen our soils, the

valuable soils on which our
food production relies.
Topsoil is the layer that allows
plants to grow and globally at
current run-off rates we have
only about 60 years of topsoil
left, say researchers.
Half of the topsoil on the
planet has been lost in the last
150 years. In South Africa it is
estimated that 300 to 400
million tons of soil are lost per
year early three tons per. N
hectare of land per year for
every ton of maize, wheat or

sugar produced.
In South Africa 40% of all
cropland suffers from land
degradation. Population
pressure is going to exacer-
bate this issue as more and
more marginal soils are put
into cultivation.
Overgrazing is responsible for
about half of the soil degrada-
tion in Africa.
Overgrazing leaves soils bare
of vegetation, at the mercy of
the elements. It also compacts

Erosion is responsible for the loss of 300-400 million tons of SA soil a year.

Soil loss is a threat to human survival

Continued on page 15



15
www.sasmallholder.co.za

YOUR SOIL
the soil, inhibiting water
infiltration in the ground -
meaning water runs off on the
surface and does not recharge
groundwater.
Overgrazing, of course, is one
of the key problems of
smallholder land manage-
ment.
So what can we do on our
relatively small pieces of land
to contribute to healthy soils?
� Be most cautious in using
chemical fertiliser and aim to
fill nutrient gaps rather than
simply increasing total
nitrogen and phosphate
content.
� Time and target fertiliser
application to coincide with
maximum plant uptake
periods and apply fertiliser in
regular smaller doses rather
than few large doses.
� Store synthetic fertilisers on
an impermeable floor. Avoid
interim storage in open fields,
as this poses a high pollution
risk.
� Fertiliser spreading
machines should never be
washed in rivers, lakes or near
drinking water wells and
springs. (The same goes, of
course, for pesticide sprayers).
� Where possible, use
organic fertilisers that contain
a carbon source (for example
compost, manure and plant
matter – especially from
legumes).
� Use crop rotation and
inter-cropping to increase soil
organic matter and nutrients.
Where possible, rotate
between grains and nitrogen-
binding legume crops.
� Maintain a permanent soil
cover – use either cover crops
or mulch.
� Avoid excessive irrigation
and ensure good water
quality.
� Reduce the use of
pesticides and herbicides that
cause a decline in soil micro-
organisms.
� Practice crop-appropriate
minimum tillage.
� If tillage is required, till at
the correct speed and only
when the soil has the correct

moisture content.
� If possible, avoid crops that
require soil disturbance to
harvest.
� Prevent soil compaction by
limiting heavy machinery,
especially in wet conditions.
Where traffic is necessary, use
radial-ply tyres with low tyre
pressures to minimise soil
compaction.
� Ensure stocking rates are
within the land's carrying
capacity, based on the present
veld condition.
� Monitor and manage veld

condition for optimal
productivity with minimal
environmental damage.
� Maintain
or improve
veld
condition
and the
health of the
soil by
ensuring
appropriate
rest periods
after relevant
grazing
and/or fire

events.
� Prevent overgrazing,

Typical smallholding: Overstocked and overgrazed

From page 14

Continued on page 16
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trampling and soil erosion.
� Rehabilitate degraded veld.
� Build, engineer and install
soil and water retention
constructions where appropri-
ate, both to harvest and retain
rainwater run off, and to
capture silt. These can include
constructing contoured swales
across sloping fields and placing
silt-retaining gabions across
watercourses.
(Sources: Food and Agriculture
Organisation of the United
Nations and Agriculture: Facts
& Trends - South Africa, WWF)

Healthy soil is soil
which will continu-
ously function as a

living eco-system to support
plant life.
Soil health in conventionally-
farmed lands is often poor
due to the use of chemical
fertilizers, mostly the addition
of nitrogen.
The resultant unhealthy soil
requires ever-increasing
quantities of fertilizers to
promote good growth, but
also encourages the growth of

pathogens and pests, such as
eelworm.
To combat this, the farmer
then resorts to ever-increasing
use of pesticides.
Thus an unhealthy and
unsustainable vicious circle
develops with ever-increasing
input costs and ever-

decreasing crop yields
because of the pests attacking
the underground and above-
ground structures of the
plants.
To biologically rehabilitate
soil, control pathogens and
lower crop input costs, it is
necessary to repair the
biological f of theunctions
soil, which will also improve
soil structure and water
retaining capacity.
One effective way to
accomplish this is to

incorporate a lot of
organic material into
the soil together with
one or more
applications of a
liquid micro-
organism carrier such
as Soil Bio-Muti
(SBM).
SBM is a collection of
beneficial soil micro-
organisms which are
taken from natural

virgin soil to a depth of
300mm and then by means
of a special process, they are
quickly propagated to high
concentrations.
SBM thrives in moist soil
with temperatures around
20 °C.
Soil icro- rganisms arem o
propagated in suspension in
water Soil Bio-, becoming

Continued on page 18

Micro-organisms
for healthy soil

SOIL
From page 15

Tomato grown with Soil Bio-Muti
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Muti (SBM).
Organic material is any sort of
manure, harvest residue,
growing plant such as babalas
grass or leaves.
SBM is made up of soil micro-
organisms which have been

propagated in high concentra-
tions and applied to the soil to
quickly and effectively break
down organic material thus,
ensuring optimal harvests in
the short term and healthy
and fertile soil in the long
term. Soil becomes biologi-

cally active once
chemical
fertilisers and
pesticides are
discontinued.
Such soil is
particularly
effective in
containing
eelworm
problems faced
by maize
farmers. This is
an often

underestimated issue
affecting maize yields,
particularly in drought
years when the plants
lose their ability to
combat the pest
naturally due to stress
and compaction of the
soil.
Nico Snyman, a
retired agronomist from
Rustenburg, started a
biological soil management
programme in partnership
with 15 maize farmers last
year. The programme's
emphasis was on maize
farmers of Grootpan and
Ventersdorp irrigate theirwho
lands.
During the previous growing
season he already beg nhad u

to suspect that plant parasitic
nematodes were the main
culprits that caused a 10-15%
decline of a potential 10 ton
plus crop yield in the
Ventersdorp area. According
to Snyman these symptoms
are similar to stubby root
nematode ( orParatrichodorus

Nanidorus species) previously
encountered in South African
agricultural soil. They damage
fine lateral roots and root
hairs and thus limit the
uptake of water and nutrients
by the plant. Stubby root
nematode infections differ
from the more common and
economically important
Meloidogyne species or root
knot nematodes that may
attack a number of different
crops and the damage they
inflict a identified as knotss
and galls on roots.
Research on the effect of
SBM on nematodes was
initiated by the late Prof Alex
Mc Donald whose research is
being continued by Prof
Driekie Fourie and an MSc
student of the Northwestern
University at Potchefstroom.
The nematologists at NWU
are currently doing practical

Continued on page 20

From page 17

Custom-designed combination SBM and manure
applicator. The SBM is piped deep behind the ripper.

SBM being applied by a sprayer mounted in
front of a disc harrow.
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surveys some of the maizeof
farmers who are collaborating
on the biological soil manage-
ment programme.
They are evaluating the
positive effect of SBM on
parasitic nematode infesta-
tions. It is suspected that the
nematode problem is also
rampant in sandy agricultural
soils of the Free State where
maize is cultivated.
Infestations in these areas are
severe and have considerable
economic impact.
A possible reason for this is
that the nematodes are too
small to be seen with the
naked eye and thus are not

an obvious cause for poor
crop yields.
One very important reason for
poor soil quality and ensuing
nematode infections in
agricultural regions is the
intensive use of chemical
pesticides and fertilizers
during the last decades. It has
disturbed the soil biology to
such an extent that very low
fractions of beneficial
biological life remain.
SBM must be introduced into
the soil as quickly as possible
as these living organisms are
killed by sunlight.
In small areas this can be
done by wetting the soil with
the compound and immedi-

ately forking the soil over to
bury the micro-organisms as
quickly as possible.
In larger applications a PTO-
driven sprayer is re-located
and mounted directly in front
of the discs of a harrow. This
immediately works the SBM
in with residual organic
material, into the surface layer
of soil.
Deeper applications of SBM
can be achieved by pouring
SBM solution immediately
behind the tines of a ripper,
for example.
The compound can also be
applied by spray irrigation at
night.
SBM also has applications

among livestock as a
promoter of good health.
Among cattle it has been
discovered that SBM helps as
a remedy against lantana
poisoning when dosed at 1
litre per animal undiluted.
With chickens, 250 broilers
bred near Cullinan had SBM
in their drinking water. Feed-
back after three weeks was
that the birds were more
uniform in size, 80g heavier
for their age, had longer legs
and good skeletal develop-
ment, suffered no illnesses,
thus no medication was
required. In addition, the
farmer experienced only four
mortalities out of 250 birds,

From page 18

Continued on page 21



21
www.sasmallholder.co.za

YOUR SOIL

mortalities out of 250 birds,
the cages were dry, the manure
less smelly and fewer flies were
present.
Sheep are said to produce
better quality wool and more
meat when dosed with SBM.
SBM is available in quantities of
5 litres, 25 litres and 210 litres
and is used diluted or neat
depending on the application.
Distributors are also sought
throughout Gauteng.
For more information contact
Fred Daly on 082 804-3130.

All gardeners have
heard of humus, and
most probably

associate it with decomposed
plant material, usually the
result of some composting
process.
While that's quite correct, a
better and more detailed
understanding of what humus
is, and how it works in the
soil, will give a greater
appreciation of its impor-
tance.
Humus is a complex and
rather resistant mixture of
brown or dark brown
amorphous and colloidal
organic substance which
result from microbial decom-
position and synthesis and it
has chemical and physical
properties of great signifi-
cance to soils and plants.
The humus compounds have
resulted from two general
types of biochemical reac-
tions: decomposition and
synthesis.
As part of the decomposition
process chemicals in the plant

residues including lignin are
broken down by soil
microbes.
Other simpler organic
compounds that result from
the breakdown take part
immediately in the second of
the humus-forming processes,
biochemical synthesis.
These simpler chemicals are
metabolised into new
compounds in the body tissue
of soil microbes.

The new compounds are
subject to further modification
and synthesis as the microbial
tissue is subsequently
attacked by other soil
microbes.
Synthesis involves such
breakdown products of lignin
as the phenols and quinones.
These monomers undergo
polymerization by which
polyphenols and
polyquinones are formed.

These high molecular weight
compounds interact with
nitrogen-containing amino
compounds and form a
significant component of
resistant humus.
Colloidal clays encourage
formation of these polymers.
Generally two groups of
compounds that collectively
make up humus are the
humic group and the
nonhumic group.

SOIL BIO-MUTI

Humus: why it’s important in your soil

Cucumber grown with SBM

From page 20
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IN THE FIELD

If you use a conventional
tractor and a two- or three-
share plough to turn your

soil there are two adjustments
you can make on your plough
and three on the tractor that
will make your task easier and
more productive.
Older, smaller ploughs are
often fitted with a rotating bar
to which the hitching pins are
welded eccentrically. The bar
itself is held firm and tight
against the body of the plough
by two large U-bolts.
Rotating the bar (after
loosening the U-bolts) will see
the hitching pins alternately
moving up and down and
closer to, and further away
from, the body of the plough.
The effect of this, when the
hitching pins are attached to
the tractor, is to cause the
body of the plough to flop
over to the left, or rise to a
more vertical position (caused
by the up-and-down-
movement of the hitching
pins) and for the tail of the
plough to swing to the left or
right (caused by the hitching
pins moving closer to and
further away from the body of
the plough).
More modern, and larger,
ploughs have bolt on hitching
pins, the ploughs themselves
being fitted with heavy plates
drilled with two or three

vertical holes on one side and
two or three horizontal holes
on the other.
Movement out of the vertical
is achieved by changing the
vertical bolt hole on the one
side, while the degree of
lateral movement of the rear
of the plough is achieved by
changing the position of the
pin in the horizontal holes on
the other.
Both of these adjustments
affect what you can achieve
with the plough.
The greater the degree of
angle away from the vertical
has the effect of leaning the
plough shares to a more acute
angle, facilitating the desirable
action of the plough to
“throw” the soil, upending it
so that the tops of any
vegetation are buried and
their roots, conversely,
exposed. (A plough that
merely cuts away a sod of
earth and allows it to flop
back into its original position
without turning it over is
achieving nothing.)
The extent of the throw you
can achieve is further affected
by the type of soil, the amount
of vegetation it is carrying at
the time of ploughing and its
moisture content, as well as by
the power available to you
from the tractor, which in turn

How to set up
your plough

The two types of plough adjustments: Left Adjustment holes through
which hitching pins are bolted. Right: eccentric hitching pins on a
rotatable bar.

Continued on page 24
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IN THE FIELD
affects the speed you can
work at (generally, the faster
you can plough the greater
and more consistent will be
your throw).
There is also the observation
that ploughing in sandy soil is
better with a disc plough
while heavier soils are better
ploughed with a mouldboard
plough.
The degree of lateral swing of
the tail of the plough is also
noteworthy. Too much swing
to the right (when viewed
from the tractor) and the toes
of the two (or three) shares
will not be aligned with the
rears of the share in front. As

a result, there will be strips of
unturned soil with each pass
of the plough, one between
the furrows of a two share
plough and two between the
furrows of a three-share.
Conversely, too much swing
to the left and the second and
third shares will simply be
ploughing partially in the
furrow of the share in front.
This is useful if you have very
heavy soil and an underpow-
ered tractor that struggles to
turn a full two or three
furrows but in normal
conditions this is simply

wasteful because you are not
maximising the result of each
pass of the plough.
Once you have experimented
with what works best in your
soil and with your tractor, you
should not need to change
the position of the hitching
pins again, any further
adjustment being possible
from the tractor itself.
The three adjustments
possible on the tractor are for
the overall height of the
ploughing effort or, in other
words, the depth of the
furrows, for the relative

heights off the ground of the
two or three shares, and
further adjustment to the
angle of throw of the plough.
The height/depth relationship
is set by the hydraulic lift
control and, if your plough is
fitted with a rear guide wheel,
there as well.
One of the most common
mistakes made by novice
ploughmen is to attempt to
plough too deep. The plough
is not the implement one uses
for deep soil working. A
plough is designed (and
should be used) merely to
turn over the top 10-15cm of
soil, thus burying the tops of
weeds and exposing the roots
so that the plants die.
Thus your efforts at control-
ling the depth of the plough
should be aimed at this 10-
15cm level. Although you can
probably achieve more in
lighter, sandy soil, and with a
more powerful tractor.
The shares, however, must be
level with the ground when

Continued on page 25

Illustrating a good throw: Two-share plough operating in very wet soil
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the plough is lowered, and
this is achieved by adjusting
the central bottle-screw of the
three-point linkage, called the
top-link. To do this, park the
tractor on level ground and
gently lower the plough.
Watch the tips of the
ploughshares carefully as they
reach the ground and adjust
the bottle screw inwards or
outwards until you are
satisfied that the shares meet
the ground at the same time.

Now, here's a tip: In the field
the hydraulics actually lower
the plough in an arc, so that
although you have adjusted
the share to an equal height
on ground that is level with
the tractor wheels, as soon as
you lower the plough further
(ie 10-15cm into the ground)
the rearmost shares will, in
the downward arc of travel,
actually be lower than the
front one, by a fraction. To
overcome this, once you are
satisfied that the shares are
level on flat ground, screw the
bottle screw in a fraction, to
tweak the rear shares up a
little, just to compensate for
the arc effect.
Up to this stage, all your
adjustments have been made
on flat level ground. This is
not the reality in the field,
however, when your tractor is
(or should) be working at an
angle, the right hand wheels
being in the left-most furrow
of the previous pass of the

plough. This can exaggerate
the angle of the plough share
and mess up your ability to
neatly and accurately throw
the soil. It will also mean that
the left-hand (front) share is
now deeper than its counter-
parts behind and some
adjustment by way of the
levelling box (on the right
hand arm of the three point
lift) will be necessary to
ensure that the two (or three
as the case may be) furrows
formed by the shares are of
the same depth.
Finally, the proof of the
ploughing is in the viewing (to
mix a metaphor). After a

couple of passes up and
down the field stop the
tractor and examine the
furrows and the throws from
each pass. Then furrows
should be straight and level in
depth, both over the full
length of the field and in
relation to one another and, if
your field was flat to begin
with, the furrows should each
be filled with equal quantities
of upended soil from
subsequent passes. If either of
these criteria is not being
achieved, adjust the level,
angle and height of the
plough in the field before
continuing.

The shares are made level by
adjusting the length of the top-
link (arrowed).
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If yours is a fixed two or
three-share plough there is
only one way to work your

ground, and that is to start on
the right hand side of the field
so that your first pass of the
plough throws its soil “out” of
the field, and each subse-
quent pass is to the left,
throwing soil into the furrows
of the previous pass.
To illustrate, if you intend
ploughing your field in a
north-south axis, you would
start in the most north-
westerly corner and plough to
the south-westerly corner.
Raising the plough you would
drive to the south-easterly
corner and plough to the
north easterly corner.
Then you would raise your
plough and drive back to the
north westerly corner,
positioning your right hand
wheels on the left-most furrow
of the first pass.
Repeating this process will
mean, firstly, that you will
always be throwing ploughed
soil into the furrow of the
previous pass and, secondly,
that you will be working in an
ever-decreasing circle as your
two passes up and down the
field gradually come closer
together.
Finally, if your field is square
and you have ploughed

accurately, you will finish up
with a trench in the middle of
the field, basically the results
of the final two furrows not
being filled with plough earth.
If you try to plough out and
back, working from one side
of the field to the other, you
will simply finish up with
peaks and valleys which,
unless you want it so, will not
be helpful when planting time
comes.
This of course, presupposes
you are ploughing with a fixed
plough.
If yours is a reversible plough
(“omslaanploeg”) out-and-
back ploughing is indeed
possible, and saves the time
(and fuel) used in driving from
one side of the field to the
other between passes, as
changing the set of shares
used (rotating the plough) at
the beginning of each pass
ensures that the ploughed
material is always thrown into
the furrow of the previous
pass, regardless of the
direction of travel.

www.facebook.com/gautengsmallholder

IN THE FIELD

Ploughing is easier
(and quicker...)
if it’s reversible

Reversible two-share plough (omslaanploeg)
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L’ESCARGOTS

For most smallholders,
they're just a garden
pest which, like moles

and aphids, one seeks to be
rid of but for those in the
know, garden snails are a
prized resource that can, with
a little care in preparation, be
turned into a gourmet snack.
And, for one East Rand
grower, gourmet escargots

(the French word for snails)
have been a three-year
learning curve as he seeks to
satisfy a market that prizes
snails as greatly as it does such
high-value delicacies as
truffles, oysters and caviar.
For, says Stanley Micallef of
Benoni-based Stanley's Snails,
there's money in molluscs: lots
of it if one has the right
production facilities. And he's
looking for smallholders to
grow the snail industry in
Gauteng.
There are two methods to
growing snails, both of which
are suitable for smallholders:
indoor and outdoor. Indoors,
the snails grow in plastic
crates with a row of small
drainage holes drilled along
one edge. The crates are
covered with loose see-
through lids which allow light
to penetrate but prevent the

snails from escaping.
The humidity (80%) and
temperature (20 C) in theo

growing room is controlled by
way of overhead mist sprays
and heaters and light is
provided for twelve hours a
day by fluorescent
tubes.
The snails spend
seven months from
hatchling to
harvestable size, two
months less than if
grown outdoors
because the indoor
growing conditions
are manipulated to be
optimal.
The crates are hosed
out daily to remove
the snail droppings
and residual slime
which cause stress to
the inhabitants and
after the wash water

has drained from the crates a
sprinkling of specially
formulated powdered feed is
added. Because the snails are
artificially-fed they grow up
paler in colour than a snail

Continued on page 32

Growing snails can be profitable

Ready by Christmas: approximately 100
juveniles in their crate.
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L’ESCARGOTS
growing under normal
conditions, and a paler snail is
more desired by chefs, says
Micallef.
He houses about 100 snails
per crate.
Outdoors, snails face a

number of predators,
including rats and mice,
lizards, geckos and birds, so
the grower's first precaution is
against loss from these causes.
This is achieved by enclosing
the growing area in an
impenetrable barrier wall.

This can be brick-built but
corrugated iron sheets, or
even rubber conveyor belt,
the lower edge of which is
buried about 15cm into the
ground, can be used. The
remainder of the sides and
the “roof” are covered in
shade netting, sewn tight to
prevent the ingress of pests.
Greenhouse tunnels covered
in shadenet rather than
plastic, with a solid impene-

trable perimeter at the base,
would make ideal, ready-
made growing structures, says
Micallef.
The snails themselves are
housed in rectangular beds
with pathways between to
facilitate maintenance,
feeding and harvesting. In
Micallef's case the beds are
about 75cm wide to allow
access from both sides

From page 30

Continued on page 33

Outdoor snail housing showing vertical shadecloth to increase the
overall surface area
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without having to step into the
bed itself (with the risk of
squashing the inhabitants).
Micallef has modified an
overseas design shadecloth
“fence” about 75cm high
which incorporates two sewn-
in horizontal skirts which
prevent the snails from
escaping. Snails climb up to
the highest point they can go,
but when they encounter the
underside of one of the
horizontal skirts they tend to
turn around and descend. The
second skirt is “just in case”
they are too
adventurous.
The interior of the
beds is planted with
low, shade-loving
ground cover such as
clover and wild
strawberry, which
provides hiding
places and shade to
the snails, as well as
cabbage plants, on

which the snails feed. When
he started, Micallef was
advised to plant spinach as a
snail feed crop. He soon
discovered that they much
prefer cabbage.
The beds are stocked with
about 200 snails per square
metre, the stocking rate being
intensified by the addition of
vertical drops of shadecloth
suspended off short poles in
much the same fashion as
frames are suspended in a
beehive.
The roof of the growing area is

Specially-sewn shadecloth fencing showing
two horizontal skirts to prevent escape.

L’ESCARGOTS

Continued on page 34
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Continued on page 36

fitted with a sprinkler system
which ensures a daily
watering, after which dry feed
is put out on wooden feed
trays which are off the ground
above the suspended drops of
shade cloth.
In this growing method the
snails spend nine months
from hatchling to harvest.
One of the features of snail
production is that there is no
waste generated, (apart from
wash-down water in an
indoor growing system), as
every part of the harvested
snail is usable.
Like all living creatures snails
are prone to diseases and
ailments of which, though
hard to believe, stress is one,
says Micallef. And, as in all
intensive growing operations
immediate removal of
mortalities and obviously
diseased animals is imperative
if one is to prevent an
outbreak. But for the most
part, optimal growing
conditions, stringent applica-

tion of hygiene controls and a
watchful eye throughout the
growing period will keep
losses to a minimum.
Once they have grown to size
snails must be purged so that
their alimentary canals are
free of grit and partially-
digested food. This is
achieved over a ten day post-
harvest period, following
which they are killed,
removed from their shells,

deslimed and either blanched
or cooked through.
The shells themselves are
cleaned and, if suitable,
retained to be refilled with a
cooked snail and sauce, to be
served up, heated, as a ready-
made hors d'ouvre.
Restaurants will also order
blanched or cooked snails,
with shells separate, to do
their own dishes.
Snail meat that is unsuitable

for use whole is minced and
made into pate.
Snail slime finds a ready
market among cosmetic
manufacturers, particularly as
a skin tightening preparation.
Cracked or damaged shells
are ground up as a chicken-
feed additive.
Snails are also unique in that
their ability to hibernate for
long periods means that one
can withhold stock to await
processing or sale without
having to feed them (unlike a
broiler chicken, for example,
which starts to cost its grower
big-time if it is not sold and
slaughtered once it reaches its
target weight).
To hibernate snails is easy:
they are simply collected,
placed in a porous (string)
bag, and refrigerated at 5 C

o

until required.
At the other end of the
growth cycle, manipulation is
also possible to a degree.
Snails hatch from soft, white

Cleaned snail shells await filling with cooked snail meat and sauce,
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eggs, with a good layer
producing about 3g of eggs a
cycle.
The eggs are laid in a
specially prepared laying
medium, in which the
pregnant layer buries herself
for the laying process.
Under commercial produc-
tion conditions these eggs are
then removed and hatched
artificially, the tiny hatchlings
then being grown out for a
few weeks under careful
control before they are
placed in their growing

containers or outside beds.
The layer will not start laying
until she feels conditions are
right, so by withholding her
from the laying medium one
can to an extent regulate
one's rate of supply of eggs,
and thus hatchlings, to suit
one's production require-
ments.
But, there's more: Snail eggs
are a highly prized ~ and
highly priced ~ gourmet
foodstuff, dubbed “white
caviar”. In the UK, for
example, a 75g jar of snail
eggs retails for £90 (more
than R1 800 at today's
exchange rate).
Having spent more than three
years experimenting with snail
production, carefully selecting
snails that have shown
superior genetic abilities as
layers, and of quick-growing
progeny, and adjusting certain
aspects such as the snails' diet
to compensate for the effects
of the high altitude of
Gauteng, Micallef finds his

entire harvest is readily
snapped up by buyers at food
markets and by word of
mouth.
Under conventional condi-
tions snail meat needs, of
course, to be refrigerated (it
can be frozen if required).
Given the tiny amounts
involved (an average serving is
not usually more than half a
dozen or a dozen snails)
refrigerated transport over any
distance becomes prohibi-
tively expensive. New
packaging methods make it
feasible to transport small
quantities over long distances,
with no effect on flavour or
texture, and with long-term
storage possible.
Thus, if there was sufficient
production, it becomes
feasible to serve markets
countrywide, even
overborder, by courier or
even mail, says Micallef. This
opens up the possibility, he
believes, of serving leading
restaurants and high-end

tourist lodges throughout the
continent, where rich
European guests are not
prepared to be fobbed off
with a tinned snail as a
substitute.
Demand far outstrips his
ability to supply and he is
thus looking for smallholders
with suitable ground, or
buildings, to increase
production.
Prospective growers will be
able to buy hatchlings from
him as well as the specially-
designed shadenet fencing,
and specially-formulated
highveld dry feed. Micallef
will also advise growers on a
consultancy basis.
Finally, when the crop is
ready Micallef can be
approached to buy the live
full-size snails for onward
processing and distribution.
For more information:
Stanley Micallef, Stanley's
Snails, tel 011 849-6430
email dragon@dragonglass.cc
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Seen at Belnori Boutique
Cheesery!s Dairy Day last
month. The annual event
attracted dairy farmers
and smallholders,
and cheese-makers, from
far and wide.

At the Alzu Feeds stand: Leign Anne Parker and Mart-Marie van Zyl
(both Alzu) with Dairy Day organiser Norman Belcher.

Part of the crowd listen attentively to a lecture
by Kenneth Botha.

On the Voerdokter stand: Roxy Ellis, Stephan Kiefer and
Magda van der Walt Botha
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Organisers Rina and Norman Belcher flank ARC representative
Leon Botha.

Left: Stephan and Riaan
Steyn (both Regal Fruits).

Barbie Pretorius (Grootplaas
Cheese Academy) with visitor
Tanya Smith and Cherrylynn van
Wyk (Dairy Cheret).

Left: Johan Herholt and Hentie
Nel (both Nutrichem).

DAIRY DAY AT BELNORI CHEESERY
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LIVESTOCK

Continued on page 41

Indigenous goats arrived in
South Africa with migrating
tribes and are found in the

specific areas where the
different ethnic groups
settled.
The general appearance of
these goats tends to support

theories that they originated
in different ecosystems.
The Indigenous Veld Goat
(IVG) was officially registered
as a breed in 2006 and a
breeders' society was estab-
lished.
The concept of an indigenous
goat breed makes most
people think of the red-
headed Boer Goat, which was
developed in South Africa
during the previous century.
The Boer Goat is famous
throughout the world as a
hardy meat goat, with a high
resistance to disease and an
ability to adapt well to hot,
dry semi desert conditions.
However, this breed is the
result of selective breeding
which drew on a variety of
goats found locally, particu-
larly in the Eastern Cape.
According to the Indigenous

Veld Goat Society there are
four distinct eco types of
indigenous goat. These do not
include the Boer Goat.
An ecotype is a genetically
distinct population of plants,
animals, or other organisms
that is found in a particular
habitat, but still within a
species.

The ecotypes are:
� Nguni type goats (Mbuzi) –
multi-coloured with semi
pendulous ears;
� Eastern Cape Xhosa –
multi-coloured with lob ears
� Northern Cape, Lob Eared,
Speckled (Skilder) Goats

Four indigenous veld goat types

Indigenous Veld Goats of the multicoloured Nguni type.
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Q Kunene Type (Kaokoland) –
multi-coloured with lob ears.
These goats have developed
naturally towards functional
efficiency and the breeders
place great emphasis on
fertility, femininity and
masculinity.
They are exceptionally fertile,
even from a young age. IVG

ewes are known for their
extraordinary mothering
abilities, and will fiercely
protect their offspring and

themselves with their sharp,
efficient horns. They have
non-seasonal breeding
patterns and have a long
productive lifespan. A slightly
sloping rump and very slight
cow- or sickle hocks, (usually
more in ewes) are characteris-
tic of Indigenous Veld Goats,
which aids in giving birth.
Ewes have good milk

production and can
easily feed twins or
even triplets.
IVGs have a very
strong herding
instinct, which helps
to protect them from
predators.
The horns also aid
them in getting
access to food and to
scratch at external
parasites such as
ticks.

They have a lively posture
and are alert. They are mobile
and light-footed, with lean,
long shapely legs to move

with ease and to walk long
distances.
IVGs are adaptable and less
susceptible to tick borne
diseases such as heartwater.
Because they are resistant to
ticks, they don't need much
dipping. They are also more
parasite tolerant, and are
generally capable of coping
with drought conditions.
They can either browse
(±60%) or graze (±40%) on a

wide variety of plants, shrubs
and grasses. They have the
potential to select a higher
quality diet over a short time
and have the ability to obtain
nourishment from average
forage quality.
They have a relatively thick
and generally good pig-
mented skin, with good
pigment on the vulnerable
parts, such as head, ears,

From page 40

Continued on page 42

Skilger ram
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muzzle, chest, back and
lower legs, which protects
them from the sun.
They have a wide variety of
colours and colour patterns
which helps in camouflaging
and make them difficult to be
spotted by predators.
Most indigenous goats grow
cashmere between their hairs
in the cold winter season to
protect them. In summer they
shed this woolly cashmere.
Due to their hard, good
pigmented hooves, there is
almost no sign of growing
claws (except maybe in very
sandy areas).

Their meat is succulent with
good flavour and is very low
in cholesterol.
Their production environment
includes hot, dry to hot,
humid bushveld and savan-
nah.
It is not unusual for a flock to
have a 190% kidding rate. In
one year, 50% of the ewes
give a single kid and the other
50% twins or triplets on the
first kidding for the year. On
the second kidding in the
same year, 50% of the ewes
will probably kid, of which
50% produce singles and the
other 50% twins.
Products include meat skins;

with a great
variety of
beautiful
colour
patterns that
can be used
in making
value-added
“hair-on”
items;
quality

leather, which will be
unblemished by tick bites,
and milk, which is particularly
popular with people who are
allergic to cow's milk.
There will be some challenges
in keeping these goats on a
smallholding. Probably the
greatest will be fencing, as
goats are notorious escape
artists. While the goats are
hardy enough to be left
out on the veld all the
time, the threat of livestock
theft is too great in
Gauteng, so they will need
to be penned at night. It is
recommended that you get
a good sheep dog to help
you to bring them in.
It is most important that
you acquire well-bred
animals to start with, as
there has sadly been too
many misguided attempts
at “improving” the breeds,
which has led to the loss of
very valuable genetic
diversity.
The Indigenous Veld Goat

Society encourages a general
interest in the breeding of
Indigenous Veld Goats.
For more information: 083
383-2737 or 051 445-2010
or go to
www.indigenousveldgoats.co.
za.

Twin births, and even triplets, are common HEAVILY pregnant ewe
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VEGETABLES

Potato growing success is
possible with well-
drained, deep, sandy

loam containing plenty of
humus, paired with cool,
moist conditions.
Yet, even in seemingly ideal
growing conditions, potatoes
are not always problem free,
being susceptible to an
astonishing number of
setbacks. You can encounter

early blight, late blight, mosaic
virus, potato scab or blackleg.
You might battle against
cutworms, wireworms, moles
or aphids.
But here's a solution. Consider
constructing a potato tower.
You will need 1 – 1,2m tall
weldmesh fencing with
sufficient gauge to retain its
form, and last for a few years;
wire cutters, some sort of
twisty tie, cable ties or binding
wire, straw or hay, pure
manure-free compost, a water
source and seed potatoes.
Use the wire cutters to cut out
a section of the fence to
create a cylinder about 90cm
in diameter. Use either twisty
ties, binding wire or cable ties
to tie the fence ends together.
Use straw to create a nest at
the bottom of the bin to both
help keep in the compost,
and to reduce water-loss due
to evaporation. If you do it

without the straw, use
weldmesh with smaller holes
to keep the compost from
spilling out.
The straw naturally supports
itself up the sides as you
spread it, leaving a large
central area for the compost.
Next, shovel in compost to a
depth of about 30cm.
Plant potatoes in early spring,

after the danger of frost has
passed. Use disease-free
seed potatoes and cut each
potato so that two eyes are
on each piece, laying the
potatoes about every 10 –
12cm along the very outside
of the bin, right next to the
straw layer, with the eyes
pointed out.

Grow potatoes and thwart moles

Continued on page 45

Potato tower necessities
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Potatoes only need a couple
of eyes per piece to grow, so
feel free to cut up the larger
potatoes into two or more
chunks, at least as big as a
golf ball. The smaller
potatoes can be simply
planted whole. Ideally, cut
the potatoes 24 hours prior to

planting, allowing time for a
scab to grow over the cut,
thereby reducing disease or
rot issues.
Next, it is important to
absolutely soak the compost,
as it often is on the drier side.
Do this after every potato
layer is planted.
Continue to lay down a new
layer of potatoes on top of 30
cms of compost until finished.
The whole bin will use about

2 kg of potatoes.
There are a couple options for
finishing off the potato tower.
You can finish it off with a top
layer of potatoes, along both
the outside and also an inner
circle, which will sprout out
the top of the bin. Cover with
about 15cm of compost.
Or you might consider
planting other plants or herbs
which will help to keep away
aphids and other insects. Try

lavender, wild garlic, nastur-
tiums or marigolds.
It is important to keep the bin
moist, from top to bottom.
In about ten to 14 days you
will see your first little potato
shoots sprouting out the side
of the potato tower.
Once the potatoes have all
died back in the late summer,
it's harvest time. Simply tip
over the potato bin and pick

Continued on page 40

Line the outside with straw and fill
the inside with soil
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out the potatoes from the
remaining compost and, by
now, well-rotted straw.
You can also grow potatoes in
old tyres. Start by filling two
with soil, ensuring that the
space where the tube would

be is also filled. Plant a seed
potato and, as it grows add
more tyres, gently filling them
with soil around the stem
each time. This will fool the
plant into turning the covered
stem into more “root”,
encouraging the development
of further tubers.
Once the plant dies off simply
demolish the stack and
harvest. If the plant was well-
nourished and watered you
should have a few spuds of
different sizes throughout the
height of the stack and not
just at the bottom.
Using a tyre stack in this way
you can easily reach a height
of six or seven before the
plant dies off. On this basis it
is better to use whole tyres
rather than ones from which
the sidewalls have been cut
because, although you can
grow more than one plant in
a tyre without its sidewall, a
stack made solely of the
treads is much less stable.

Another alien invasive
plant found on
Gauteng's

smallholdings is Smelter's
bush ( ). It isFlaveria bidentis

an annual herb that origi-
nated from tropical America.
It invades crops, roadsides,
gardens, waste places and
disturbed veld.

Its invasive status is NEMBA

Category 1b.
Category 1b lists invasive
species that require control by
means of an invasive species
management programme.
In all cases, the law requires
property owners to check if
any of these species are on
their property.

If they are found, the
property owner or occupier
needs to control them from
jumping the garden fence
(Category 1a) or needs to
submit an invasive species
management control
programme explaining why
he or she should be granted a

POTATO PLANTER

Continued on page 47

From page 45

Left: the full planter. Right: with plants emerging through the straw

Easily-recognised common weed in Gauteng



permit to keep them on the
property (Category 1b). If
there is no reason why they
should be on the property, a
permit can be denied and the
law requires one to remove
and destroy the species on
the property.
Seeds of the Smelter's bush
are spread by water, wind,
vehicles and people. One
plant can sometimes produce
100 or more flower heads in
summer in a tightly packed
array. Each head contains
three to eight yellow flowers.
The leaves are bluish-green,
opposite, shortly stalked,
linear to lance-shaped.

Leaf margins are finely
serrated, and prominently
three-veined from the base.
The flowers are yellow; the
central flowers are tubular
and are 4-6mm long. The
corolla is bright yellow,
2,3mm in length and the
tube is 0,8mm. Flowers are
five to 15 pieces. The plant
flowers in summer.
Now here's some technical
stuff which you may or may
not understand: “fruit is an
achene of about 3mm long.
The achenes are black, little,
flat and oblanceolate or
nearly rod-like with no
pappus.” No fine.

ALIENS

Flowers (above)
and stem (right)
of the Smelter’s
Bush.

From page 46

QUIRKY

Gatvol of cable-theft, this is
one Honeydew landowner’s
solution to the problem.
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS

ABSOLUTELY FREE TO

PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS.

CONDITIONS:

1. Animals , birds,(including horses)

poultry, fodder, bedding, etc must be
52paid for as SuperSmalls (see p ).

2. Wanted ads ervices of any kind, s
are also SuperSmalls.
4. No Commercial ads accepted as
classifieds (see display ad tariff - p 1).
5. Placement maximum of 3 months

GAUTENG

S SUPER MALLS
Entries in this yellow-shaded
section cost R120 VAT included for
25 words, plus R1/word thereafter.
Colour photographs may be
included, at a total cost of R380 for
both text and picture, VAT included

FOR SALE

POULTRY

Boschvelder Chickens: I have day old to 4
week old Boschveld chickens for sale. We
hatch weekly. Contact Peter 082 330-4096,
Roodepoort.

Regular supply day old Pekin ducklings for
sale at R10,00 each. Call Gwaine on 074
550-4315

LIVESTOCK &

PETS
Good Quality Dorpers, 9 ewes, 1 am, 1r
wether, 14 lambs various ages 24 000. R
Pretoria East. 082 822 2285-

Blackhead Dorper lambs, 3 months old,

rams and ewes available R950 ea. Also old
slaughter ewes R800 ea. Pete 072 587-
9137 Bredell

Dragtige vleis Merino ooie x 53 besig om te
lam R1 600 elk. Kontak Vaas 081 092-7646
Bapsfontein.

MISCELLANEOUS

Stop thieves: Outdoor wireless alarms for
houses, cottages, outbuildings. 4 outdoor
wireless sensors, Main control panel, 2
remote controls, siren, battery, etc. R2 495
installed in JHB or DIY. Also cut fence
alarm, www.stopthieves.co.za or contact
Colin 079 180-2853.

Stainless steel farm donkey. 210 litre, fire-
heated. Constant hot water. From R3 454
incl VAT. Contact 011 762-1212, 082 456-
0973 or stainlessspecial@absamail.co.za.

PRODUCE, PLANTS

& FODDER
Raspberry canes in 2 litre grow bags R25
each. Pete 072 587-9137 Bredell

Fruit and nut trees. Olive, peach, nectarine,

plum, almond, apricot, walnut, prune,
pomegranate, pecan nut, apple, cherry,
pear, fig, quince, mulberry, lemon and grape
vines. Contact Douw 084 506-5125
Vereeniging.

Indigenous trees. 40 varieties available.
Aloes also in stock. Contact 082 801-9555.

FOR SALE

Entries in this section are FREE OF
CHARGE, but are for used items,
private property sales/rentals, and
employment offered/wanted only.

FARMING

REQUISITES

Manual stainless steel honeybee comb
spinner. Takes 3 large combs or 6 small
combs. Tank 70cm x 50cm with spinner,
drain tap & lid R3 000. Contact Willem
Marais. 082 554-6639. Rayton area.

DAB K40/400T 5.5kW 380V single impeller
cast iron centrifugal pump. Brand new DAB
K40/400T still on crate base. 2 x used DAB
K40/400T with gates & nozzle. 1 x used
DAB K36/200T. 2 x AquaDrive 2100's
Speck Pump (filters). Pressure gauges incl.
I am asking R20 000 for all these pumps
and connectors. All pumps are in working

condition and have only been working for 6
months in the past two years (summer work
only - kiddies water park). They are being
sold as a bundle, no single units. Collection
required, Paulshof. Dwight 073 425-0758.

Centrifugal pump 6” with electric motor for
sale R8 500. Phone 071 556-0122.

800 liter melktenk 3 fase, melkpomp en 2
punte R6 000. 084 745-0171.

PTO waterpomp en 5,5kW waterpomp R2
100. Stafax 3 plus 1.4mm 100m nuut
R2 000. PTO Waterpomp. Stafax 3 plus
1.4mm kabel 100m. Sunshine dorsmasjien
in werkende toestand en 5.5 Launtop
waterpomp. Alles vir R11 900. Skakel Andre
082 292-5774.

MISCELLANEOUS

Beautiful solid wood of light colour table 1
500mm x 1 500mm plain lines no
decorations, 4 legs 100 mm x 100 mm,
strong and solid, for big family, with 8 chairs
or work area where space is needed, could
even make lovely king size bed base if legs
are shortened. R2 500. Elaine Meyerton
083 286-4423.

Rhodesian Teak (railway sleeper) king size
bedroom suite for sale. Includes
headboard, 2 side tables, kist and dressing
table. R13 000. 071 408-4403.
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2 Empisal double bed knitting machines
with instruction manuals and numerous
patterns. R1 000 each. Midrand area.
Susan 083 400-7045.

Bird cage, strong, can be used horizontal
or vertical 1,5 m x 2,5 m. With pipes where
legs can be inserted if horizontal, to lift it
high strong iron frame. Strong bird mesh
R900. Elaine Meyerton 083 286-4423.

PROPERTY FOR

SALE/TO

LET/WANTED

Benoni (Petit): To let: 1 bedroom cottage
on edge of dam. For nature lovers only. No
children but pets allowed. Ideal for single
male or couple. Secluded and private. Lapa
and double carport. Gas & solar geysers.
R4 500 plus elec & water. Occupation
immediately. Maryna 082 744-4191 / 011
965-0022.

Nigel: Bothasgeluk AH. Lovely vacant
smallholding next to Balfour road. Nice
view. R160 000 Martin 083 957-2526.

Benoni: Fairleads: 5 well built stables, tack
room, feed room and storage for odderf
under cover. 5 small paddocks and two
large free range paddocks, walled and
fenced ranch style. To rent R6 500 per
month. Experienced room an beg c
arranged. Extra. Call Vic 082 773-1057.

Randburg: Plot to rent in Homestead Rd,
Farmall, Randburg. 5 bedroom, 3 bathroom
house, double garage, carport,wor shop,3k
maids rooms on a 2 4 hectare piece of’ ,
land. Electric fence around the property,
with a bar and swimming pool. R19 000 per
month. Contact 082 886-0882.

Kameeldrif Estates: 1,05 ha north-east of
Pretoria. R3,3million. Main: 3 bedroom, 2
bathroom house with pool (235m ). 1

2

bedroom cottage (double storey) with 1 full
bathroom (120m²). Viewing decks on top
floor. Workshop/shed (240m²) with
separate kitchen/sleeping area. Separate
single staff quarters. Landscaped garden
with irrigation. Borehole. Willie Cell 079

330-9027.

Randfontein: Smallholding te koop. 2
hektaar plot met 3 slaapkamer, 2
badkamers, sitkamer, ontvangskamer,
studeer of naaldwerk kamer groot
moterafdak vir 3 voertuie met stoorkamers
aan agterkant van afdak. Aangeplante
weiding op 1 hekt ar. Witbuffel en blokkiea
lusern. Ou stewige huis met kombuis en
badkamer kompleet geteel ... vloer en
mure. Swembad. Boorgat met enkel fase
Eskom krag. Naby winkels en petrolstasie
en busstop vir skoliere. Randfontein
Hillside. Tel 083 650-3439. Prys R650 000.

Randfontein: 1,8 Ha. Main house: 3
bedrooms, 2 bathrooms, laundry, bar,
dining room and kitchen. Four additional
houses, rental income +/ R9 000 per-
month, lots of additional space for buildings,
storage etc. 3 hen houses ready to start (+/-
1 000 hens), prepaid electricity, 3-phase, 2
boreholes (one in use, 7 471 lph), safe,
secured and walled, close to town. Mapogo
alarm system. Plot is known as “Chicken
Place” for the past 13 years. R1,5 million.
Contact Martie 082 828-3980.

Delmas: 4Ha plot 10km from Delmas, 3
bedrooms, double garage, good soil plenty
water. POA. Phone 082 969-6959.

Gardenvale/Kliprivier: Country living
/business investment (chicken farm) R2 6,
million. Secure, neat, modern facebrick
style farm, 5 big bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,
modern chef's kitchen, open plan diner,
study, lounge, spacious loft, 2 x cottages,
borehole, 3 phase Eskom power, stables,
approved plans for chicken broiler
business, fully fenced, tar road 15 minutes
from Alberton. Chicken business plan +
quotes and building plans available, deed of
sale R 1 000 000, deposit option. Contact
Anton 076 778-4091.

Henley on Klip: Land for sale, 2 000m², 1
bedroom cottage in tranquil village for
R450 000. Call Chris 082 799-3102.

Vredefort: Gebou met 4 woonstelle, 2
winkel lokale, 2 toesluitgarages, 2 carports,
stoorkamer, buite toilet R1,2 mil. Miems
076 522-3187 of 072 153-8776.

Free sClassified Ad
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Vredefort: Gebou, 4 lokale 2 kyk op straat.
R580 + btw. Miems 076 522-3187 of000
072 153-8776.

Vredefort: 3 winkels, R350 . Miems000

076 522-3187 of 072 153-8776.

Vredefort: Gebou + besigheid, R1,3mil.
Miems 076 522-3187 of 072 153-8776.

Vredefort: Gebou + lee erf langsaan,
R680 . Miems 076 522-3187 of 072000
153-8776.

Parys: Industriele gebou erf 10 000m .
2

G / m 000ebou+ - 500 R400 . Miems 076
2

522-3187 of 072 153-8776.

Parys: Netjiese gebou in hoofstraat klaar
huurders in gebou huur inkomste + -/
R21 000pm. Miems 076 522-3187 of 072
153-8776.

Parys: huis met woonstel, groot hoek erf +
boorgat R650 . Miems 076 522-3187000
of 072 153-8776.

TRACTORS,

IMPLEMENTS &

PARTS

Hammermeule en kunsmis strooier.
R7 000 elk. Kontak Hannes 083 254-4306
Vanderbijlpark.

4 X 4 Yanmar tractor with slasher and
grader. Very good condition with a full
service manual. 083 302-0199

Trekker te koop. Ford 3600. Kompleet
nuut oorgedoen R45 000, gratis aflewering
in Vaaldriehoek. Pieter 082 898-2642.

Free vertisementsClassified Ad

ATTENTION CRAFT MARKETS, CLUBS
ETC: If you would like details of your events
included in the Diary, please fax or email
your information to the Editor. For non-
commercial enterprises this service is
FREE.

NOTE: FARMERS' & CRAFT MARKETS.
For a listing of REGULARLY HELD markets
and fairs please see the separate section
on page 5 . Only markets that are held5
infrequently are now listed in this calendar
section.

Every Sunday
Cattle drive with City Slickers breakfast,
Diamond X Cowboy Ranch, near Cullinan.
Call Rudan on 082 410-3180

horses@diamondxranch.co.za,
www.diamondx.co.za., R360 per person.

Mnandi Methodist Church, 09:00, Mnandi
Centre, cnr Tulip and Short Streets, Jen
012 651-5509. Gail 072 477-0708., A small
community who worship together. We have
a Youth and Children's church.

Premier Mine Presbyterian Church Lower,
Oak Ave, Cullinan. Garden of
Remembrance (Columbarium) 079 060-,
9990 or 012 734-1640 Worship and,
Sunday school. Holy Communion for all on
the 1st Sunday of every month.

Every Monday
Alcoholics Anonymous. 'Courage to

Change' Group meeting, 19:30, Benoni
Agricultural Holdings, Marcus 082 042-
7730. Warren 082 335-0049. Glen 072 239-
3024., If you want to drink – that's your
problem! If you want to stop – that's our
problem! No fees; no dues; just concerned
fellowship.

2015

September

1-7: National Arbor Week
5: Last Quarter
5: Summer Course for beginner
beekeepers, final intake day at 186 Uys St,
Rynfield A/H, Benoni. Commences at 09:30

next door to
Highveld
Honey Farm.
Contact
course
convener
Peter Clark at
011 362-2904 for further details.
5: Bee Course, Beeware, 298 Witch Hazel
Avenue, Eco Square, Unit 20, Centurion.
Phone 012 771-4288
6: Dog walk for Border Collie Rescue at
Smuts House Museum, Jan Smuts
Avenue, Irene. Contact Cheryl 083 376-
1734 or info@smutshouse.co.za.
6: Country Fair at Uncle Tim's Centre. 40
High road, Brentwood Park. Contact 011
967-1816.
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Sunshine dorsmasjien in werkende
toestand R8 000. 082 292-5774.

Trekker te koop. Baie mooi Ford 4610,
nuut herbou, nuwe bande R65 000, gratis
aflewering in Vaaldriehoek. Kontak Pieter
082 898-2642.

MF trekkers te koop. MF35x R30 000 n, e
MF135 R40 000. Kontak Pieter 082 898-
2642 Heilbron.

Rotovator te koop. 1,8m goeie toestand,
R16 000. Kontak Pieter 082 898-2642.

Welger Kas baler, goeie werkende toestand

R25 000. Kontak Vaas 081 092-7646
Bapsfontein.

VEHICLES &

SPARES

Mags te koop. VW GTI mags 17" en 3
tyres R3 500. Kontak Pieter 082 898-2642.

Red 1994 Ford Meteor for sale. Engine,
suspension recently overhauled, new
battery. Still needs attention as well as new
tyres. R15 000 neg. Contact John after
18:00 at 072 615-1819.

Quad for sale, Honda G200 5.5, Tow hitch
and bull bars included. R2 800. Please
contact 071 408-4403.

1.6 Golf ngine. Automatic gearbox.e
Running condition. What offer . Kontaks?
Jan 073 628-8729.

Free sClassified Ad

7-11: Small Stock Management Course,
ARC Dairy Science Centre, Irene. Call
Annetjie Loubser 012 672-9153 or
aloubser@arc.agric.za.
7-9: Artificial Insemination for Cattle.
Rothman Livestock Training Services,
Irene. Call Andy 082 770-0480, Norman
082 547-7949 or Di 082 772-1208.
www.rltsafrica.com.
7-10: Artificial Insemination for Sheep.
Rothman Livestock Training Services,
Irene. Call Andy 082 770-0480, Norman
082 547-7949 or Di 082 772-1208.
www.rltsafrica.com.
10: Northern Tuli Club's third production
auction at Obaro, 107 Lavendar Road, Bon
Accord, Pta. 1100 am. 20 Tuli bulls and40
cows, some pregnant. Contact

Vleissentraal Bosveld, 015 491-3141
10: Pregnancy Awareness for Cattle.
Rothman Livestock Training Services,
Irene. Call Andy 082 770-0480, Norman
082 547-7949 or Di 082 772-1208.
www.rltsafrica.com.
11: Calf Rearing. Rothman Livestock
Training Services, Irene. Call Andy 082
770-0480, Norman 082 547-7949 or Di 082
772-1208. www.rltsafrica.com.
12: Bird walk at Smuts House Museum,
Jan Smuts venue, Irene. 05:30 for 06:00.A
R50 per person includes bird/plant list.
Contact Cheryl 083 376-1734 or
friends@smutshouse.co.za.
12-13: Clivia Show at Garden World,
Beyers Naude Drive. Contact Magriet or
Corne on 011 956-3003, 011 957-2545 or

083 997-6142.
13: New Moon
13: Solar Eclipse
13: Antiques & Crafts Fair at Uncle Tim's
Centre. 40 High Road, Brentwood Park.
Contact 011 967-1816.
13: Ride the Rhenoster in the Crocodile
Nature Reserve. A popular technically
challenging annual mountain bike ride with
privileged access to general off-limits areas.
Contact Jenny Cornish,
jcornich@mweb.co.za or 082 997-7880.
16: International Day for the Preservation of
the Ozone Layer
19: Lavender and Herb Fair at Uncle Tim's
Centre. 40 High Road, Brentwood Park.
Contact 011 967-1816.
20: Dog walk for Senior & Disabled Dog
Awareness at Smuts House Museum, Jan
Smuts venue, Irene. Contact Cheryl 083A
376-1734 or info@smutshouse.co.za.
21: First Quarter
21-20 Nov: Poultry Production Course,
Buhle Farmers Academy, Delmas. Call 087
803-0563
22-25: Introductory Meat Processing
Course, ARC Irene, Contact Annetjie
Loubser aloubser@arc.agric.za; Tel 012
672-9153
23: Equinox
24: World Heritage Day
26: Victus Christi Farmers Market at
Reformed Church, 24 Miles Sharp St,
Rynfield, Benoni. Call George 081 381-
0824 or info@victuschristi.org.za
27: Dog walk for Husky Rescue at Smuts
House Museum, Jan Smuts venue, Irene.A
Contact Cheryl 083 376-1734 or
info@smutshouse.co.za.
26: Snake Awareness and Venomous
Snake Handling Course, Heia Safari
Ranch, Plot 59 Beyers Naude Drive,
Muldersdrift. Contact Johan 082 494-2039.
27: World Tourism Day
27: Aloe Valley Meander Market, 10h00 –
15h00, Serendipity Art Café, R511,-
Doornrandjie.

Contact
Debbie 072
617-7517
28: Full
Moon
28: Lunar
Eclipse

October

4: Last Quarter
4: Spring Flower walk at Smuts House
Museum, Jan Smuts venue, Irene. 08:00A
for 08:30. R50 per person includes
bird/plant list. Contact Cheryl 083 376-1734
or friends@smutshouse.co.za.
5 - 8 Jun 2016: Crop Production Course
(nine months duration), Buhle Farmers
Academy, Delmas. Call 087 803-0563
10: Bird walk at Smuts House Museum,
Jan Smuts venue, Irene. 06:00 for 06:30.A
R50 per person includes bird/plant list.
Contact Cheryl 083 376-1734 or
friends@smutshouse.co.za.
10-11: Eastern Highveld Beekeepers
Association annual honey show, Heckers
Nursery, North Rand Rd, Beyers Park,
Boksburg, from 09h00 to 16h00 daily. For
details call Mike Alter 011 965-6040
11: Dog walk for Husky Rescue at Smuts
House Museum, Jan Smuts venue, Irene.A
Contact Cheryl 083 376-1734 or
info@smutshouse.co.za.
12-16: Poultry Production Course, ARC
Dairy Science Centre, Irene. Call Annetjie
Loubser 012 672-9153 or
aloubser@arc.agric.za.
12-18: National Marine Week
13: New Moon
17: Christmas in October at the Bokkie
Park, Southvale Road, Boksburg. Free
Christmas Tree Hunt. Great shopping
opportunity. Contact 072 713-3332 or
info@craftsinthepark.co.za.
18: Dog walk for SPCA at Smuts House
Museum, Jan Smuts venue, Irene.A
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Contact Cheryl 083 376-1734 or
info@smutshouse.co.za.
18: Tree Walk in the Crocodile Nature
Reserve. Name that tree! A walk into

wooded areas to observe trees. Contact
Jenny Cornish, jcornich@mweb.co.za or
082 997-7880.
20: First Quarter
20-22: Artificial Insemination for Cattle.
Rothman Livestock Training Services,
Irene. Call Andy 082 770-0480, Norman
082 547-7949 or Di 082 772-1208.
www.rltsafrica.com.
23: Pregnancy Awareness for Cattle.
Rothman Livestock Training Services,
Irene. Call Andy 082 770-0480, Norman
082 547-7949 or Di 082 772-1208.
www.rltsafrica.com.
24: Dog walk for Chihuahua Get Together
at Smuts House Museum, Jan Smuts
avenue, Irene. Contact Cheryl 083 376-
1734 or info@smutshouse.co.za.
25: Aloe Valley Meander Market, 10h00 –
15h00, Serendipity Art Café, R511,
Doornrandjie.
Contact Debbie 072 617-7517
27: Full Moon
30 – 1: Herb Happening weekend. Beautiful
designer herb gardens, a herb market

including herbal products and specialist
herbs, talks by herbal experts and guided
walks through the labyrinth-inspired Herb
Spiral, at the Healthy Living Herbs farm in
Midrand. Other attractions include a
perfumed rose garden, lavender lane
featuring 15 different lavenders, a monastic
garden and refreshments overlooking the
gardens at the Herb Café. Entrance R40 for
adults, R30 for pensioners, R10 for children
under 12. For more information contact 011
464-0921 or 0861CHIVES or visit
www.healthyliving-herbs.co.za or
Chanell@herbfarm.co.za. Doonholm Herb
Farm, is at 264 Summit Road (R526),
Midrand (GPS S25° 55.800' E 28° 03.894')
31: Victus Christi Farmers Market at
Reformed Church, 24 Miles Sharp St,
Rynfield, Benoni. Call George 081 381-
0824 or info@victuschristi.org.za
31: Snake Awareness and Venomous
Snake Handling Course, Heia Safari
Ranch, Plot 59, Beyers Naude Drive,
Muldersdrift. Contact Johan 082 494-2039.

November

1: Dog walk for Husky Rescue at Smuts
House Museum, Jan Smuts avenue, Irene.
Contact Cheryl 083 376-1734 or
info@smutshouse.co.za.
3: Last Quarter
3-6: Pig Production Course, ARC Dairy
Science Centre, Irene. Call Annetjie
Loubser 012 672-9153 or
aloubser@arc.agric.za.
9-10: Animal Husbandry/Stockman for
Cattle. Rothman Livestock Training
Services, Irene. Call Andy 082 770-0480,
Norman 082 547-7949 or Di 082 772-
1208. www.rltsafrica.com.
11: New Moon
11-12: Cattle Nutrition/Feed. RothmanIs your child tractor-mad? Make him a John

Deere bed

QUIRKY



DIARY, cont’d

54
smallholder.www.sa co.za

Livestock Training Services, Irene. Call
Andy 082 770-0480, Norman 082 547-7949
or Di 082 772-1208. www.rltsafrica.com.
15: Wildflowers and Grasses in the
Crocodile Nature Reserve. Contact Jenny
Cornish, jcornich@mweb.co.za or 082 997-
7880.
19: First Quarter
19: Summer Graduation Ceremony, Buhle
Farmers Academy, Delmas, Call 087 803-
0563
23-25: Artificial Insemination for Cattle.
Rothman Livestock Training Services,
Irene. Call Andy 082 770-0480, Norman
082 547-7949 or Di 082 772-1208.
www.rltsafrica.com.
25: Full Moon
26: Pregnancy Awareness for Cattle.
Rothman Livestock Training Services,
Irene. Call Andy 082 770-0480, Norman
082 547-7949 or Di 082 772-1208.

www.rltsafrica.com.
27: Calf Rearing. Rothman Livestock
Training Services, Irene. Call Andy 082
770-0480, Norman 082 547-7949 or Di 082
772-1208. www.rltsafrica.com.
28: Christmas Market at Groenvoer, 410
Olifantsfontein Road, Midrand. Call Cathy
011 314-1211
28: Victus Christi Farmers Market at
Reformed Church, 24 Miles Sharp St,
Rynfield, Benoni. Call George 081 381-
0824 or info@victuschristi.org.za
28: Snake Awareness and Venomous
Snake Handling Course, Heia Safari
Ranch, Plot 59, Beyers Naude Drive,
Muldersdrift. Contact Johan 082 494-2039.
29: Dog walk for Husky Rescue at Smuts
House Museum, Jan Smuts avenue, Irene.
Contact Cheryl 083 376-1734 or
info@smutshouse.co.za.
29: Aloe Valley Meander Market, 10h00 –
15h00, Serendipity Art Café, R511,-
Doornrandjie.
Contact Debbie 072 617-7517

December

3: Last Quarter
3: Carols by Candlelight at Garden World,
Beyers Naude Drive, Muldersdrift. Contact
Magriet or Corne on 011 956-3003, 011
957-2545 or 083 997-6142.
11: New Moon
6: Dog walk for Dogs For Cats at Smuts
House Museum, Jan Smuts avenue, Irene.
Contact Cheryl 083 376-1734 or
info@smutshouse.co.za.
12: Victus Christi Farmers Market at
Reformed Church, 24 Miles Sharp St,

Rynfield, Benoni. Call George 081 381-
0824 or info@victuschristi.org.za
18: First Quarter
22: Solstice
25: Full Moon
26: Dog walk for Dogs For Cats at Smuts
House Museum, Jan Smuts avenue, Irene.
Contact Cheryl 083 376-1734 or
info@smutshouse.co.za.



DAY WHAT WHEN WHERE WHO TO CONTACT WHAT TO EXPECT

Every Bryanston Organic & 09:00 to 15:00 Culross Road (off Main Road), Bryanston. Konrad or Glenda 011 706-3671 or Quality hand crafted goods, unique art and fresh organic
Thursday Natural Market glenda@bryanstonorganicmarket.co.za and naturally grown produce

1st The Shed Night Market 18:00 to 22:00 109 Malcolm Road, Randvaal Felicity 073 232-0017 or Food & craft market.
Friday 081 011-9456

Every Wholefood Country Market 09:00 to 14:00 Sawasdee Exotic Nursery, cnr Main & Robyn 083 311-4768 Variety of organic & homemade foods.
Saturday Zinnia Roads, Kyalami wholefoodmarket@gmail.com

Every The Shed Food & 08:00 to 15:00 109 Malcolm Road, Randvaal Felicity 073 232-0017 or Food & craft market.
Saturday Craft Market 081 011-9456

Every Pretoria Boeremark 05:30 to : 0 Pioneer Open Air Museum, Silverton. 012 Fresh produce traditional09 3 804-8031 or 082 416-3900 and bazaar treats like
Saturday blinsga@lantic.net rolls.kjaffles, aiings with pap and boerewors

Every Bryanston Organic & 09:00 to 15:00 Culross Road (off Main Road), Bryanston Konrad or Glenda on 011 706-3671 uality hand crafted goods, unique art and fresh organicQ
Saturday Natural Market glenda@bryanstonorganicmarket.co.za and naturally grown produce

Every The Hazel Food Market 08:00 to 14:00 Greenlyn Village Centre, cor Thomas 083 554-5636. Fresh produce straight from theRietha producer. Coffee,
Saturday s www.hazelfoodmarket.co.za, PtaEdison & Mackenzie St , Menlo Park eats on sale .

Every Walkerville Farmers Market 09:00 to 15:00 112 Main Road , Walkerville. 079 076-7680 Organic produce and Crafter's Market.(R82)
Saturday info@wfmarket.co.za www.wfmarket.co.za.

Every Bosheuvel Fresh Produce 09:00 to 15:00 54 Glory Road, Muldersdrift Mitch 082 553-2846 Meats and vegetables, delicacies, honey, cheese,
Saturday brewery, crafter’s market and children’s entertainment.

1st The Green Market 09:00 to 12:00 083 562-5249 roducts ranging from olar equipment to organicPretoria Botanical Gardens Melissa P s food
Saturday 2 Cussonia Avenue, Brummeria, Pretoria

Last Rynoue Plaas Mark/ 07:00 to 14:00 Cnr Moloto Road (R573) and Protea Road Bruce 083 442-2552 Fresh vegetables, fruit in season, preserves, flower and
Saturday Rynoue Country Market Opposite Roodeplaat Spar Sue 082 891-7546 plants, homemade food and cakes, arts and crafts.

waydack@worldonline.co.za

Last Fresh2U Farmers Market 08:00 to 14:00 Corner Main Street and High Street Jane 083 376 5567 Over 50 stalls. Fresh produce, home made goods,
Saturday Modderfontein (behind 33 High Street) Chantelle 082 338 7818 plants, food and more.

wardek@iafrica.com

Every Fourways Farmers Market 10:00 to 15:00 Corner Montecasino Boulevard and 011 465 0827 Get your groceries...In the garden!
Sunday William Nicol Drive, Fourways www.ffmarket.co.za

Last Aloe Valley Food, Arts & 10:00 to 14:00 48, R511 Doornrandjies 012 669-3043 Community market to promote local business
Sunday Craft Market info@serendiptiycafe.co.za

www.serendipitycafe.co.za

Regular Farmers’ MarketsGauteng Food
NOTE: This is a listing ONLY of markets held to a regular weekly or monthly schedule. Markets held less frequently are listed in the DIARY

section of the magazine and we urge readers to check each month for dates and events of interest.

We would like this list of food markets to be as comprehensive as possible. If you know of farmers’ food markets that are not listed here,

please email us the contact details of the organisers, and details of the market. Only FOOD markets are included.

Similarly, if you know of markets in this list that have CLOSED please inform us so that we can delete incorrect or outdated information.

We invite you to tell us of your experiences when visiting these markets so that we can better inform our readers. Were they as advertised?

Was the produce on sale plentiful, well-priced, well-presented and fresh? Email your comments to gautengsmallholder@gmail.com

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Sunday
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Conditions:
1. Only advertisements for used or second-hand items accepted. COMMERCIAL and BUSINESS advertisersprivate should

refer to our rates on page 1, and those selling PRODUCE, PLANTS or LIVESTOCK OF ANY DESCRIPTION should refer to
the SuperSmalls coupon above.

2. Only ONE insertion per application, and one category per coupon.
3. No permitted in the free classified section..DEALERS or AGENTS or COMPANIES
4. No permitted as free classifiedsANIMALS , PETS POULTRY(including HORSES) or
5. No ads will be accepted as free classifieds.WANTED
6. No will be accepted as free classifieds.SERVICES
7. Classified advertisements may only be submitted for three consecutive editions.
8. The Publisher reserves the right to edit or omit advertisements at his discretion.
9. It is the Advertiser’s responsibility to ensure we have received the advert.

Conditions:
1. Small advertisements that for FREE CLASSIFIEDS: PRODUCE, FODDER, PLANTS, LIVESTOCK & WANTED ADS.do not qualify
2. R120-00 per 25 words or part thereof.Cost: Additional words chargeable at R1-00 per word.
3. Payments to be made to BOWFORD PUBLICATIONS (PTY) LTD, Nedbank Northmead, Account 1948 073 099.

Use as .4. your telephone number      reference on your payment
5. Advertisements will only be published on our website and in the magazine when paid for.
. The Publisher reserves the right to edit or omit advertisements at his discretion.6
. It is the Advertiser’s responsibility to ensure we have received the advert and payment.7

8. Services do not qualify for SuperSmalls. Please see our business rates on page 1.

Tel:

Tel:

DEADLINE for submission:     th of the month prior15

DEADLINE for submission:     th of the month prior15

F C AREE LASSIFIED DVERTISEMENTS
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USE THE COUPON BELOW FOR FREE CLASSIFIED ADS

USE THE COUPON BELOW FOR SuperSmalls

Send your Classified advertisements to us:
BY FAX: 086 602-3882
BY SMS: 074 854-0197 ONLY
BY POST: Box 14648, Bredell 1623
BY EMAIL: gautengsmallholder@gmail.com
BY HAND: 370 da Costa Dr, Bredell, Kempton Park

Send your  advertisements to:and PROOF OF PAYMENT
BY FAX: 086 602-3882
BY POST: Box 14648, Bredell 1623
BY EMAIL: gautengsmallholder@gmail.com
BY HAND: 370 da Costa Dr, Bredell, Kempton Park

FOR ENQUIRIES TEL 011 979-5088

FOR ENQUIRIES TEL 011 979-5088

USE THE FORS Super malls :

PRODUCE, PLANTS, ALL ANIMALS &
PETS including HORSES, POULTRY,

WANTED ADS.AND

ONLY R120 PER ADVERTISEMENT (25 WORDS)
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Redundant stuff
In my cupboard the other day I found a hat box, with an

interesting item inside, which got me thinking about the
products I have used that were introduced, and which are

now redundant, as well as products that were redundant, but
which have made something of a comeback. And that, in turn,
got me thinking about which of the redundant products were
the most short-lived of all.
But first, for my younger readers who won't know what I'm
talking about, a hat-box is an ornate circular cardboard box
fitted with a sturdy cord handle, printed on the outside with the
name and style of the milliner (for that is what a hat-maker is
correctly styled) in which lady purchasers (and presumably
gentleman purchasers of homburgs, trilbys and toppers, too)
would carry home and store their purchases.
Milliners probably still supply their purchases in hat-boxes ~
certainly the smart ones in London, Paris or Berlin. I have no
way of knowing for certain, because my hats are bought from
Cape Union Mart, made of leather. And they come supplied in
a plastic bag.
My hat-box contained not a hat, but my old Polaroid camera.
This, when I bought it, was the very apogee of modern
photography, giving the user the ability to take photographs and
print them out (actually, you developed them) on to small
squares of shiny cardboard ~ instantly. Well, actually, it took a
couple of minutes, and in cold weather the process was helped
along by enclosing the cardboard and its coating of develop-
mental jelly in folder made of two sheets of aluminium plate
and placing it in one's armpit to get warm.
Polaroid pictures were quite expensive, so one tended to use
the camera only for special occasions, and for those when
standing about with a folder made of aluminium under ones
arm would not be misconstrued as in any way deviant. And the
pictures themselves did tend to fade and change colour with
time.
So here's the thing: Polaroid instant cameras are not on my list
of redundant stuff! Modern versions are now again available
from the original manufacturers, to satisfy the one glaring
deficiency in this modern Instagram, cellphone camera, selfie
era: The ability to print, in the moment, a lasting memento for
one's subject or for one's wallet or album.
Polaroids are like vinyls, I guess. Older folk like me remember
vinyls by their proper names: records. 78s, 45s, seven singles
and LPs, the latter often “stereophonic”.

For some extraordinary reason records are enjoying a come-
back with youngsters liking the hisses, pops and crackles that
we spent hours trying to eliminate with record cleaning fluid
and soft cloths and brushes.
Not so lucky in the home entertainment sphere were the reel-
to-reel tape recorder and the casette, not to mention videos.
Remember when Betamax and VHS were vieing it out
between them? All porn movies, illegal as they were in South
Africa at the time, seemed to be
recorded on Betamax, and
people only seemed to ever
own VHS machines.
Office machinery, too, under-
went a revolution in my lifetime
and it's here that the prize-
winner for the most short-lived
item of equipment resides: The
teletex machine. A cross
between an electric typewriter
and a telephone, it was a faster
and less noisy successor to the
post-war-era telex machine on
which I honed my typing skills
in my first office job. But the
teletex lasted only a few years
before it was supplanted by fax machines. And guess what:
THEY'VE gone, too!
Computers and the internet, of course, have a lot to answer for.
Innovation has been breathtakingly fast. I like to tell youngsters
about my first computer, which had the computing power of a
pocket calculator and which required an upgraded memory
card, about the size of a paperback novel, to enable me to run
a spreadsheet named Supercalc. I particularly enjoy telling
youngsters, with as straight a face as I can maintain, how our
floppies were gradually replaced by stiffies (and then adding
that in the publishing industry an item called an optical disk
then followed, a miniature precursor of today's CDs).
Of course, out on the plots we've long given up on telephones.
Here we traipse around, in and out the house as we please,
jabbering away on any number of cellular devices and I find it
quaint to see somebody in an office tied to his desk by a length
of copper wire.
Now I'll just whip out my selfie stick and post a pic on Youtwit.
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