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Braunvieh bull at Nampo 2019.
Inset: Greta Thunberg, Swedish

climate activist (picture: Wikipedia).

Until late last year you would not have heard of Greta
Thunberg, the pigtailed teenager whose picture is on our front
cover this edition, and to describe her as a media sensation

would be to discredit the efforts she has put into highlighting the catastrophe that is
unfolding all around us.
Young Greta, the daughter of a Swedish opera singer mother and an artist father, came
to the notice of the media in Sweden, and then all over the world, when she started, in
August last year, a one-girl picket against climate change outside the Swedish parlia-
ment (notwithstanding the fact that Sweden has the most progressive climate change
mitigation policy in the world, aiming to take the nation to carbon neutrality by 2045
~ match that, Donald Trump).
She was 15 at the time. When asked why she was doing what she was doing she
replied rather forthrightly “… because you adults are shitting on my future.”
She has come a long way since August last year. Her one-child protest grew into an
international movement of youth, with school children worldwide going on “strike” to
highlight the need for serious action against environmental ruin. She has addressed
delegates at the economic summit at Davos, met with European leaders, and last
month had her picture on the cover of Time magazine (and this month she's on the
Smallholder's cover ~ fame indeed!).
Sadly, her picture on the cover is about as close as you'll ever get to GretaSmallholder's

Thunberg in South Africa because she refuses to travel anywhere by air, believing (quite
rightly) that it is a resource-wasteful and polluting mode of transport. So she won't be
coming south to chinwag with President Ramaphosa and our minister of environmental
affairs, whoever that may be, on strategies to replace, for example, coal fired energy
with solar, and road transportation with rail.
Oh, one more thing: Greta Thunberg is autistic. She has Asperger's Syndrome and
Obsessive Compulsive Disorder (OCD). If you look up a definition for Asperger's you
might come across this rather helpful snippet: “People with this condition may be
socially awkward and have an all-absorbing interest in specific topics.”
If being socially awkward and obsessive-compulsive is what it takes to turn one into an
internationally-recognised icon for climate restoration then so be it. All power to Greta's
elbow. Or, as we are wont to say locally “Viva, Greta, viva!!”,
As “mature” adults we who are older should not decry what some would see as the
misbehaviour of activist youth. Rather, we should marvel that there are young people
out there willing to get themselves involved, and into trouble even, to highlight causes
that we really should have dealt with long ago. And Greta's not alone as a youth
activist. Think of the Pakistani girl, Malala Yousafzai, who highlighted the plight of
Pakistani girls in enjoying a decent education and gender equality and for whichnot
she took a Taliban bullet in her head. With a Nobel prize in her pocket she's now a
student at Oxford. Good for her.
In Greta Thunberg's case her dog-worrying-a-bone persistence to her cause has already
made a difference. , forKatherine Viner, editor of Britain’s newspaperGuardian

example, has issued instructions to editorial staff to up the ante on the climate issue.
No longer is it to be referred to as “climate change”, but rather “climate collapse”.
And there's more. With quirky people like Greta Thunberg fighting for the cause, shops
are realising that customers are becoming more aware of the issue, and are responding
accordingly. Plastic bags are being phased out in many stores. So are plastic straws.
Certain cities and even countries have banned outright the use of, Tanzania being one,
one-time plastic packaging (why not South Africa too, Mr President?)
When Durban's harbour and beaches were with filth recently ordinary citizenscovered
rallied in large numbers to clean up the litter. Closer to home, we have written about
the sterling efforts taken to clean up the Hennops River in Centurion, efforts which
continue now with regular clean-up parties. The same is happening along the banks of
the Jukskei.
As with so many movements, what starts as a trickle builds momentum and becomes a
flood. People power, in the form of activism, civil disobedience and persuasion will
force the issue on to the political agenda and politicians, ever opportunists, will start to
see climate restoration a a vote-winning strategy.s
And Donald Trump’s luddite approach to climate issues will end in two years.
So, it's starting. We could, if we all become activists like Greta, win the war. And a good
beginning is no more difficult than to live by the mantra “Reduce, Recycle, Re-use.”

Climate catastrophe
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Available in Gauteng for
the first time is
Feedmaster, a new

brand of high-quality livestock
and poultry feed manufac-
tured in eSwatini (formerly
Swaziland), following the
signing of an exclusive
distribution agreement by the
Swazi millers and De Deur
Animal Feeds south of
Walkerville.
According to De Deur Animal
Feeds owner John Cronin,
Feedmaster is well-established
among livestock owners and
poultry producers in eSwatini

as one of the best quality feed
brands available in that
country.
Manufactured by Ngwane
Mills, Feedmaster livestock
and poultry feeds have only
been available in South Africa
through an outlet in
Mbombela, although Ngwane
has mills in Upington and
Namibia specifically for the
manufacture of horse feed.
A major feature of De Deur
Animal Feeds' offering, says
Cronin, is that the feeds are
milled to order. Thus there is
no danger of stale feeds.
All their products are in 50 kg
bags, and Feedmaster's
packaging is colourfully and

clearly marked so that there is
little chance of illiterate
workers feeding the wrong
formulation. All products
comply with, and are labelled

according to, South African
feed regulations.
The range available through
De Deur Animal Feeds

A Alpacas in Walkers FruitRUM

Farms, representing the SA
Alpaca Breeders Society,
brought Alpacas to the

Walkerville Show in March,
and not Drumblade Alpacas
as reported in our April
edition.

Gauteng gets Swazi livestock feed range

Correction:Alpacas

Continued on page 8

Feedmaster range on display at
De Deur Animal Feeds.
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includes broiler feeds (starter,
grower, finisher and mainte-

nance), layer feeds in pellets
and mash, pig feeds (starter,
grower, sow and boar and
lactating), various options for
beef and dairy cattle, a 12%
protein pellet feed for sheep
and goats and a 14% protein
drought feed which can also
be used for game.
In addition to the Feedmaster
range De Deur Animal Feeds
carries Royal, Spurwing and
Epol horse feeds, a wide

range of dry dog food to suit
all sizes, ages and pockets,
and a full range of bird seeds
and mixes.
The shop also stocks pet
accessories, saddlery and
veterinary pharmaceuticals
and livestock equipment.
For more information on the
Feedmaster range contact
John Cronin on 016 590-
1065 or 082 842 5400

FEED

For those horse owners,
grooms and livestock
keepers who have to

carry square bales of fodder
or lucerne to their animals ~
and who as a result have
experienced the raw hands
and back fatigue caused by
having to carry the bale by its
strings and the frustration and
wastage when the bale bends
and breaks apart prematurely

~ Gauteng feed store owner
Cathy Khoury-Prinsloo, her
family, and nephew Luke
Sarkis at Groenvoer have
developed the Bale Butler, a
simple device that encloses
the bale in two L-shaped
lifting arms and makes the
task of humping a bale about
no more onerous than
carrying a suitcase.
The patented and design-

protected Bale Butler
comprises a top shaft which
extends the length of the
device and on which are
affixed two L-shaped arms
which when deployed clamp
on to either side of the bale to
contain it in what can be
described as a bear-hug.
To lift a bale, therefore, the
user turns it on to one side.
Tilting it slightly allows the

user to push one L-shaped
arm snug up against the bale
so that the “foot” slides under
the bottom side of the bale.
To insert the second L-shaped
arm the user then tilts the
bale the other way and
pushes it snug against the
other side.
With the bale thus supported
from underneath by the two
opposing feet of the arms,
and with the arms snug
against the bale, the user can

From page 7

Simple device makes light work of bale lifting

Continued on page 11
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lift the padded handle on
the shaft and carry the bale
to where it is needed
without breakage or strain as
there is no need to grasp the
baling strings. This is
particularly important when
dealing with loosely packed
bales, or uneven bales, from
which the strings often slip
loose, leading to a cascade
of fodder all over the
ground, and consequent

wastage.
A bale on its side is no wider
than a suitcase and the user
than therefore lift and carry
it up against the body,
without having to extend his
or her arm and strain the
back.

Moreover, an adult or sturdy
teenager can easily carry a
bale in a Bale Butler with
one hand, leaving the other
free to open stable doors or
gates, or hold on to
bannisters when walking up
stairs into a hay loft, for
example.
The device took eight years
in development, with a
number of prototypes being
tested and rejected, before

the final design was
settled upon. The idea
originally arose, says
Khoury-Prinsloo, because
of a request from a
Groenvoer client who
asked the company to
develop something that
would prevent her from
hurting her hands when
carrying bales, and which
would minimise her need
to stuff hay nets.
In earlier designs the idea
of a bale-fork or prong

was quickly rejected
because of the danger of
injury to the user and
possibly also to animals, and
the alternative of using L-
shaped arms was thus
developed.
The final model is available
in two versions, a super-
lightweight model made of
aluminium square tubing
and a budget model made
of rolled aluminium or light
metal tubing .
Both feature a soft handle
grip between the two arms
for one-handed operation,
and a robust plastic insert at

Left: Fitting the Bale Butler to a straw bale. Right, with the Bale Butler
fitted a bale is no more onerous to carry than a suitcase.

NEWS

With a Bale Butler even young children
can handle a bale.

From 8page

Continued on page 12
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either end of the shaft which
double up as handles for two-
man (or child) use, and also as
adjustable spacers should the
user encounter extra-long

bales which require reposi-
tioning of the L-shaped arms.
For more information:
Groenvoer, tel 011 314-1211
groenvoer@mweb.co.za

KLB Engineering has
introduced a new
brand of hand tools
into the South African

hardware and retail market-
place named Kreator.
Kreator is one of the two
brands manufactured for

Belgian tool distributor Varo, a
multinational business
founded in 1958, whose main
European base is now in Lier,
Belgium, with offices in
various other locations,
including a strong presence in
Shanghai from where the

manufacturing, quality
control and international
distribution takes place.
The Kreator range available
through KLB Engineering is
extensive, including hand
tools for workshop and DIY
use, garden tools, secateurs,
shears, and accessories
(including some items not
commonly found in South
African garden shops such as
bulb planters), hand sprayers
and hose fittings.
For more information: KLB
Engineering, 011 668-1923

African Swine Fever surrounds Gauteng

KLB launches Belgian hand tool brand

BALE BUTLER
From page 11

Another outbreak of
African Swine Fever
(ASF) has been

reported, this time in the
Heilbron area of the Free
State. This follows outbreaks
in April in the North West,
Mpumalanga and Gauteng.
All four outbreaks occurred
outside the controlled area
and have been reported to
the World Organization for
Animal Health (OIE).
The affected areas have been
placed under quarantine and
provincial veterinary services
are applying the necessary

disease control measures and
follow-up investigations to
trace the origin of the disease
and to identify other farms
that may possibly be affected.
To prevent the spread of ASF
there are a number of steps
that pigs farmers can take,
such as buying pigs only from

a reputable dealer, ensuring a
verterinary health certificate
accompanies the purchase,
washing everything, including
clothing, equipment and
vehicles that comes into
contact with pigs, and
cooking any kitchen swill
used as pig feed for at least an

hour before serving to kill the
pathogens.
ASF does not affect humans
and the consumption of pork
is safe. However, any meat
and products from affected
pigs can be a source of
infection to other pigs.
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The government may be
focusing on establishing
and nurturing the

emerging small farmer
community, but nobody, it
seems, has told manufactur-
ers, importers and suppliers of
agricultural machinery this
small fact.
That's one of the conclusions
one could draw from a visit to
this year's Nampo Harvest
Day show, the largest
agricultural exhibition in the
southern hemisphere held

outside Bothaville in the Free
State.
For, with the exception of a
handful of specialists selling
small machines, including
tractors, planters, ploughs etc,
most of the focus ~ machin-
ery-wise at least ~ was on
monster machines costing
many millions of rands
apiece.
For example, if you visited the
Nampo show looking to buy a
small tractor for your small-
holding you would have had

a choice of no
more than half a
dozen small
machines ~ a
far cry from a
few years ago
when any
number of
makes and
models were on
display. This
year, the small
tractor line up

comprised Hinomoto mini-
tractors, a couple of small
Kubotas, a Massey-Ferguson
35 clone from Tafe, a smallish
New Holland and a nice two-
wheel drive 31,5kW model
from Deutz-Fahr.
Gone from the show
were all the recent
better-known Chinese
makes such as Foton
and Jinma, and the
noisy, smoky single
cylinder flywheel-
driven Chinese
cheapies of previous
years, as well as other
“budget” makes such

as YTO and Farmtrac. And,
for the first time in years there
were no Chinese two-wheel
tractors on display.
This is not to say, of course,

Smallholders suck the hind teat

Continued on page 17

New: Walk-behind sickle-bar cutter from Turfmaster

Sturdy little slasher behind a Hinomoto
mini-tractor
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that these makes aren't still
sold in South Africa. If they
are, it could be that their
importers and dealers had
chosen, for whatever reason,
not to participate in the

show.
Also absent (apart from one
manufacturer) were barley
green feed growers, so
popular a few years ago. One
can draw the conclusion that
either the market for these

containers is
saturated or the
technology is
stillborn. The
remaining manu-
facturer had
chosen to update
its installation by
fitting solar panels
to reduce the cost
of electricity in the
production of the
feed.

No-till continues to be a
trend being pushed by many
equipment suppliers, with the
planters becoming ever bigger
and more sophisticated, and
requiring ever-bigger and
more powerful tractors.
Grain handling equipment in
all its manifestations was a big
feature at this year's show,

while another sector that was
well-represented was the
wood handling industry, with
chippers and log splitters
featuring strongly. And, allied
to the timber sector, and
bigger than last year we
estimate, was the
fire-fighting
industry with a
number of stands
displaying their
pumps, sprayers,
bakkie tanks, etc.

A noticeable trend over the
past few years has been the
development of specialist
machines for specific
applications. Whereas in

NAMPO 2019
From page 15

Continued on page 19

World first: Fuel-injected chainsaw from Stihl

31,5kW two-wheel-drive 3045E Deutz-Fahr
tractor.
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NAMPO 2019
years gone by one would
have a tractor connected by
belt drive or PTO shaft to a
chipper, sprayer, pump or
harvester, the modern trend is
for a dedicated motorised
machine for the same tasks.
Thus, for example, one sees
more high-ground clearance
sprayers with extra large
wheels and raised axles
capable of passing over the
top of a mature crop to
perform its task, as well as
monster bean harvesters,
combines etc.
Following this trend, at least
two stands featured small
tracked stand-behind

diggers, trenchers and drillers.
Mfangano Solution's Boxer
machine, for example, has a
range of 50 attachments to
enable it to perform a
multitude of tasks, making it
useful not only for farm use
but also for contractors such
as electricians, builders,
plumbers etc.
So for a small farmer, what
WAS there at Nampo this
year? Apart from the afore-
mentioned small tractors (and
Hinomoto coupled theirs with
small planters, scrapers,
slashers and other imple-
ments) there were two
exhibitors dedicated to the

needs of small
farmers. One, with
two stands, was a
Middelburg-based
importer of Chinese
implements,
planters etc while
the other was the
ever-inventive
Michris Janse van
Rensburg's
Backsaver range,
developed and

manufactured on his farm
outside Bultfontein and now
sold throughout Africa.
From humble beginnings
about a decade ago, which
included nothing more
complicated than a maize
hand-planter and
fertilizer spreader, the
Backsaver range has
grown to include tractor-
drawn seed planters for
every conceivable crop,
hand-pushed and animal
drawn wheeled seed
planters and fertilizer
dispensers, and at this
year's show, a petrol-
powered seed planter.
Also in the small
machinery field, small
tillers and cultivators

seem popular still, with
models on display from Nigel
Plen/Turfmaster, Stihl and
Husqvarna, among others.

From page 17

Continued on page 21

Mulching baler from Ryagri of MIddelburg

Michris Janse van Rensburg demonstrates
the new Backsaver powered planter.
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Husqvarna, additionally, has
added petrol-powered
generators and water pumps
to its product range while
Stihl showcased the world's
first fuel-injected 2-stroke
chainsaw. This has improved
the machine's power-to-
weight ratio dramatically,
resulting in a much lighter
saw with a mammoth cutting
capability.
Also big this year, again, were
battery-powered tools, with
the battery packs and
chargers dropping dramati-

cally in price, and their
efficiency improving. Battery-
powered chainsaws,
brushcutters, blowers and
hedge trimmers are not only
here to stay, but are the
machines of the future say
both manufacturers.
Another useful device
launched at the show was
from Groenvoer of
Olifantsfontein in the form of
the Bale Butler, a lightweight
lifter that greatly facilitates the
handling of small square bales
in stable yards, feed stores
etc.

NAMPO 2019

Molasses feeder from Rototank

Boxer 322D stand-behind skid-steer can be fitted with 50 attachments.
Here it is fitted with a post-hole driller.

From page 19
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June marks the traditional
start to winter and now is
the time to consider how

to give poultry extra support
in the cold months.
Some breeds are hardier than
others, but all birds will need
some extra protection as
those chilly months draw in.
Popular hardier breeds in
Gauteng include the various
Orpingtons, Potch Koekoek,
Australorps, Vendas, Silkies,
Lohman hybrids, Hylines and
Boschvelders.
Many hens will have moulted
by now. Moulting means that
they lose their feathers and
grow new ones and it is often

brought about by the
decrease in daylight hours.
During the moult the fowl still
requires a considerable
amount of good quality food
to replace feathers and build
up condition. Feathers consist
of 85% protein and feather
production places great
demands on a chicken's
energy and nutrient stores.
This is a time to consider
offering chickens a high-
density vitamin filled feed, or
enhancing their regular feed
with vitamins and food
supplements.
Because of the effect of
moulting, egg production is
likely to drop off or stop
entirely until the moult is
finished. Occasionally hens
will lay the odd egg during
the moult but most will take a
break.
When new so-called 'pin'
feathers are growing through
it can be painful for a bird to
be handled, so care should

be taken when
catching or
holding them. The
birds are suscepti-
ble to injuring the
feather shafts at
this stage, which
could cause
bleeding. A
bleeding chicken
must be removed
from the rest, as
they will peck at it.
The injury should be washed
and sprayed with wound
spray.
Chickens will, like humans,
naturally feel inclined to eat
more over winter. But, unlike
humans, chickens rely on
extra feed to keep their core
body temperature high.
Through the cold nights the
birds roost close to one
another and fluff up their
feathers, creating a nice little
huddle of body heat. The
more chickens you care for,
the more body heat will be

created in the coop, which is
the friendliest and cheapest
way to stay warm all year
round.
Water is the most important
concern for chickens. They

Help your chickens weather the cold
POULTRY

Continued on page 25

While a warm coop is necessary, good vent-
ilation is equally necessary





will generally drink double
the weight of water for the
weight of feed they eat.
Water is important for healthy
digestion, temperature
regulation, and also for egg
production, since an egg is
more than 70% water.
In the dead of a Gauteng
winter, check that their water
is not frozen in the mornings.
Light is a factor in egg
production. Hens normally
lay eggs when days are long
(in the spring and early
summer), and then moult and
stop laying eggs when days
start to get short in the
autumn. Though a lot of
selective breeding has been
done to improve overall egg
production, short days will
still decrease egg production
greatly.
If artificial lights are used to
keep the day length at about
14 hours or more per day,

hens will generally keep
laying eggs through the
winter. Not many
smallholders bother with this
though.
Check the hen house for
holes to minimise drafts.
However, ventilation is
extremely important for the
chickens' health. Reducing
the flow of air too much can
lead to serious problems such
as ammonia build-up in the
coop as chickens excrete wet,
droppings and wet litter will
produce ammonia that can
be harmful to the chickens'
respiratory systems.
The onset of winter is also a
good time to deep clean the
hen house, removing old litter
and scrubbing all surfaces or
blasting with a high pressure
hose. New bedding needs to
be deep, to help keep up the
warmth.
One can also consider
instituting the deep litter

method, as it can also help to
insulate the flock during cold
weather. To start off with,
simply layer pine shavings or
similar organic matter over
the floor. Instead of cleaning
or replacing the waste the
chickens accumulate, all one
does is to stir up the bedding
with a light rake, and allow
the natural movement of the
flock to do the rest.

If it is made properly and
regularly topped up with pine
shavings, the litter will begin
to form a compost layer that
welcomes good microbes in,
and allows them to consume
the unhealthy bacteria in the
chickens' waste. Not only
does this help to insulate the
coop in the winter months,
but it can also help prevent

POULTRY
From page 23

Continued on page 29
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FIRE SEASON

infestations of lice and mites
~ as well as being a far easier
way to manage waste.
On very cold days in winter,
one might notice that the
chickens will start to stand on
one leg. They do this to keep
one leg warm, tucked up in
their plumage and there is no
need to worry that the leg is
sore or damaged.
Flock safety should not be
neglected in the winter, as
predators such as rodents will
be hungry.
A change of season is a good
time to examine the hens
individually. Healthy birds will
show the following signs:

� They have bright, clear
eyes.
� They have clean nostrils,
with no discharge.
� They breathe with their
beaks shut, unless they have
just been chased to be caught
or it is very hot.
� The comb and wattles are
plump and glossy.
� They don't have any
swellings or lumps on the
body. Don't mistake a full

crop on the neck for a lump.
� Their legs are smooth,
with shiny skin. They have
four or five toes, depending
on the breed. They don't
have any swellings or lumps
on the bottom of the feet.
� The feathers look smooth,
and there are no large
patches of bare skin. Look
carefully through the feathers
for lice or mites.
� They are alert and active.

POULTRY
From 25page

The law, in the form of
the National Veld &
Forest Fires Act of

1998, is not on your side if
you neglect your obligations
as a rural landowner or tenant
for, if you allow a fire to
spread from your property to
a neighbour's, whether in the
course of burning a firebreak
or simply in the case of a
runaway veld fire, you could
be charged and face penalties

which could include compen-
sating your neighbour for loss
of buildings, livestock and
income.
Also, importantly, the

provisions of the act will have
a direct bearing on how your
insurer views any claim you
may lodge following a fire,
and assessors are quick to

point out that there are
certain aspects of the law
which are so vague as to
make it relatively easy for an

Take SA’s veld fire laws seriously ... or else

Continued on page 31
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FIRE SEASON
underwriter to wriggle out of
paying a claim.
Here, therefore, are your
responsibilities as a land-
owner in terms ofor tenant
the National Veld & Forest
Fire Act of 1998.
Two chapters of the act affect
all owners of land on which
fires may start or through
which fires may pass. These
are the requirements to
prepare firebreaks, and the
actions to take in the event of
a fire breaking out.
A third section of the act
affects those landowners in
areas prone to regular or
particularly severe fires. This
is the section relating to the
establishment of fire protec-
tion associations.
The act is unequivocal in its
requirement that all land-
owners of property on which
fires can start must make
firebreaks on their bound-
aries.
The act defines a firebreak as
follows:
Taking into account terrain
and vegetation, the firebreak
must be sufficiently wide and
long to have a reasonable
chance of preventing a veld
fire from spreading. It must
not cause soil erosion and it
must be “reasonably free” of
flammable material capable
of carrying a veld fire across.
The definition of “reason-
able” is not laid down,
leaving the term open to
wide interpretation.
If the firebreak is to be made
by burning, the landowner or
tenant must establish a
mutually agreeable date for
the burning with his neigh-
bours, and must inform the
fire protection association for
the area, if one exists.
If agreement on a date
cannot be reached with the
neighbours, the owner or
tenant wishing to burn breaks
must give 14 days' written
notice of the day or days on
which he wishes to burn,
weather permitting.
If the appointed day turns out
to be unsuitable for burning,

the owner mustor tenant
inform his neighbours (and
the fire protection associa-
tion) of any change of dates,
but does not need to give
another 14 days' notice.
The neighbour who has
agreed to a date, or who has
received 14 days' written
notice, must burn his own
break on his boundary on the
same day.
He must be present, or have
an appointed agent present,
at the site, and must ensure
that a sufficient number of
bodies are present to prevent
the spread of fire from the
burning.
If a neighbour intends being
away from his land for longer
than 14 days during the time
when burning normally takes
place he must give all owners
of adjoining land an address
and telephone number at
which he can be contacted. If
the neighbour fails to be
present on the appointed
day, or fails to give his contact
details if he is away, the
owner wishing to burn
firebreaks may go ahead in
his absence.
By agreement, two neigh-
bours can burn firebreaks
elsewhere than on their
boundaries, for example, if
the terrain suggests it.
With firebreaks in place, the
act also places obligations on
landowners or tenants
regarding the equipment they
should have to hand to fight
fires, as well as their duties
and obligations.
Owners ofor tenants
threatened land must have
“equipment, protective
clothing and trained person-
nel” as are prescribed or, in
the absence of prescribed
requirements, reasonably
required in the circum-
stances. Here again, the act is
not specific on what equip-
ment or training may be
deemed reasonably required.
It is important to note,
therefore, that this section of
the act places an onus on
landowners to train their staff

From page 29

Continued on page 33
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as fire fighters.
Owners must also ensure that
in their absence “responsible
persons” are present on or
near their land to assist in
fighting fires.
The landowner must also
take “all reasonable steps” to
alert owners of adjoining land
(and the fire protection
association, if one exists) of
the presence of a fire.
The act places an obligation
on landowners to fight fires,
and gives them wide powers
of entry to do so.
Specifically, “any owner who
has reason to believe that a
fire on his or her land or the
land of an adjoining owner
may endanger life, property
or the environment must
immediately … do everything
in his or her power to stop the
spread of the fire.”
He may enter any land
endangered by the fire.
Fire protection officers, acting
under the auspices of a fire
protection association, are
granted even wider powers.
They may issue orders and
take control of personnel
fighting the fire, and, indeed,
“order any person who is
apparently not younger than
16 years and not older than
60 years to assist…”
In forested areas, the same
powers apply to a forest
officer in the absence of a fire
protection officer.
However, anybody, including
any member of the public,
acting according to the law to
prevent the spread of a fire,

may enter any land, destroy
trees, grass, crops, and other
vegetation, enter or break and
enter any premises, prevent
any person from entering any
premises, forcibly remove any
person in danger or who
obstructs efforts to fight the
fire.
The act clearly outlines what
is considered an offence and
divides such offences into
three categories.
Any person who lights a fire in
an area where the minister
has officially prohibited fires is

guilty of a first category
offence and if charged faces a
fine and imprisonment of up
to two years for a first
conviction.
Any owner, occupier or
person in control of land on
which a fire occurs who fails
to take reasonable steps to
extinguish the fire or to
confine it to his own property
or to prevent it from damag-
ing property on adjoining land
is also guilty of a first category
offence.
Any person who leaves a fire

unattended, lights a fire which
spreads, throws out matches
or other material subject to
spontaneous combustion, or
lights a fire on a road verge or
smokes in an area where it is
prohibited is guilty of a
second category offence and
faces a fine or imprisonment
of up to a year i convicted.f
Also a second category
offence is the failure to burn
firebreaks, failure to inform
neighbours of his intention to
burn firebreaks, failure to

From page 31
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inform neighbours of his
intention to burn firebreaks,
failure to meet the standards
of readiness to fight fires as
described above, refusal to
assist a fire protection officer
when ordered to do so or
hindering anybody attempting
to fight a fire.

Anybody who prevents a fire
protection officer, a forest
officer, policeman or fireman
from carrying out his duties is
guilty of a third category
offence.
These are the main provisions
of the act as they pertain to
smallholders. The act also
covers other aspects.

In some cases, for example
if your ground is heavily
sloped or rocky, burning

may be the only possible
alternative to making an
adequate firebreak.
Should you decide that a
burnt firebreak is your best
bet there are some simple
steps to take to ensure that
the exercise does not
deteriorate into a disaster.
Firstly, the throughgrass
which the break is to be burnt
should be cut as short as

possible and cleared of the
cuttings. A 15m strip, cut
down as low as the mower
will go, and cleared, is the
ideal. If the ground is rocky
the alternative is to cut the
grass using a brushcutter.
Next, in terms of the National
Veld & Forest Fires Act it is
necessary to give your
neighbour or neighbours
adequate notice of your
intention to burn a break so
that he or they may take steps
to prevent any runaway fire

from burning their land.
Next, adequate equipment to
control the burn should be
assembled, with sufficient
manpower to operate the
gear. This can include
firebeaters, backpack
sprayers, backpack blowers,
bakkie or trailer mounted
firefighting units and, if you

are serious about the task, a
custom built firebreak
burning box to contain the
flames.
The workers or helpers you
assemble for the task should
be shown clearly before any
match is lit how to work the
different items of equipment

Tips for burning a firebreak in safety

FIRE LAW
From page 33

Continued on page 37

5m strip cut
very short and
cleared

5m strip cut
very short and
cleared
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Boundary fenceYOUR FIELD NEIGHBOUR’S FIELD

15m wide firebreak

5m strip burnt
or ploughed.

WHEN BURNING:
Step 1: Burn
2 x 1m breaks
on either side.
Step 2: Burn
out the 3m
middle strip

How to make a 15m firebreak on a smallholding: share it with your neighbour
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and what is expected of
them.
Finally, choose a windless day,
and monitor the wind.
The best way to burn a break
is actually to burn three strips.
First, carefully and slowly burn
a strip 1m wide. Next,
carefully and slowly burn a
second 1m wide strip 3m
away from the first. Thirdly
burn out the intervening 3m
to give you a 5m wide
firebreak.
With the adage of rather
being safe than sorry as your
watchword, the trick is to
ignite only sufficient grass that
you know your co-workers
can control. Remember that
on a wind-free day fire will
spread out from any one lit
clump roughly in a circle, and
the heat generated by the
flames will cause a convection
current which effectively
draws the flames towards
other flames. So, light a little
bit on either edge of your 1m
strip and as the flames spread,
the inner ones will be drawn
towards each other while the
ones spreading outwards can
be beaten or sprayed out.
Even in the burnt bits keep a
watch for any clumps of
manure which can continue
smouldering for hours
afterwards.

And, as you go, monitor the
levels of water in your
firefighting apparatus. If levels
are running low, cease your
burning operation entirely
and go home to fill up rather
than attempting to continue
burning while sending tanks

or sprayers away to be
refilled.
Finally, if you bring a vehicle
into the field while burning a
firebreak (for example to tow
a trailer or carry equipment),
leave it unlocked with the
keys in the ignition for, even

with the best will in the
world, accidents do happen
and should the fire get out of
control you will wish to
remove the vehicle as fast as
possible, and not be hassling
for the keys to unlock the
door and start the thing.

From page 35

It may not be possible in all
soils and it won't work if
you don't have a tractor,

but the safest way to make a
firebreak is to plough up a 5m
strip and clear the ploughed

area of combustible material.
The major advantage of a
ploughed firebreak is that you

run no risk of setting the field
alight while preparing it.

Ploughed breaks may be slower to make, but they’re safer

BURNING FIREBREAKS
Continued on page 39
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The major disadvantage of a
ploughed firebreak is that,
unless you reseed the break
in the spring, you will enjoy
the dubious pleasure of a full
crop of weeds, rather than
edible pasture, in the break
during the next growing
season.
Thus, the decision to plough
rather than burn a firebreak
should be taken with a long-
term view: Having ploughed
a break once you will need,
to repeat the process every
year and even more often (or
will need to resort to spraying
with a weedkiller in the

growing season) if you wish
to prevent the resultant crop
of weeds from flowering and
going to seed, with possible
contamination of your
adjoining pasture.
Before you decide to plough
rather than burn you should
be aware that it is unlikely
you will achieve a suitably
efficient firebreak in one pass
of the plough. It may
become a multiple-pass,
multiple implement opera-
tion, and the cost of fuel and
tractor time should therefore
be factored into the decision.
With good rains in March
and April weeks it is possible

that that the soil will still be
workable straight off by a
plough and a small tractor, so
an initial ripping might be
unnecessary if you start soon
enough. The objective of the
plough, of course is to turn
over the ploughed material,
burying the upper part of the
plant and exposing the roots.
In practice, particularly in
hard, clayey soils, ploughing
turns up large lumps of earth
and half-buries the plant
material which, as it dries,
remains to give a path of
combustible material through
the break.
These clods of earth there-

fore need to be broken up
(most efficiently with a disc)
and the plant material
removed, either by a rake or
by hand.
So in reality you are looking
at three or more passes by
the tractor, as well as some
manual labour in the physical
cleaning up of exposed grass.
But the advantages often
outweigh the potential
disadvantage of setting ablaze
your field, and possibly your
neighbour's as well, in an
attempt to burn a break.

Ideally, the width of any
firebreak should be in
direct relation to the

length of grass growing on
either side of it, for the longer
the grass the more fiercely it
will burn and the greater the
chance of the fire jumping

the break.
Thus, if you cut, or burn, a
5m firebreak (the ideal in
general cases) you should
ensure that the adjoining 5m
on either side are cut down
to lawn-height. This gives
you, effectively, a 15m wide

strip in which even if the fire,
is fanned by a wind there is,
so little combustible material
that the resultant flames are
too small to create the sparks
necessary to jump the break.
It is logical, therefore, that if
the entire field is cut, and the

cuttings cleared, a narrower
firebreak may be all that is
required.
That, of course, is the ideal.
The problem with most
smallholder fields, however, is
that to prepare an effective

PLOUGHED BREAKS
From page 31

How wide should your firebreak be?

Continued on page 41
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15m break (5m of shorn grass
alongside a burnt or
ploughed 5m break, in turn
alongside another 5m swath
of shorn grass) cuts to too
great an extent into the
available grazing.
One way around this,
certainly in adjoining fields, is
to split the break across the
intervening fence. So, one
field will have a 5m shorn
strip while the adjoining field
will have the 5m ploughed or
burnt strip and the remaining

5m shorn strip. ( t is anywayI
necessary to ensure a shorn
strip up against any fences if
one is to preserve the
galvanising on the fence wires
or the plastic isolators of an
electric fence. Flames, even
relatively small ones, quickly
destroy the layer of galvanis-
ing on wires, exposing them
to premature corrosion and
early replacement.)
Sharing the work of preparing
firebreaks (and the cost
thereof) can even be under-
taken between neighbours.

If one of the problems with
portable water-based
firefighting equipment is

the need to periodically leave
the scene of the fire to refill,
here's a way you can
conserve water by making it
more efficient.
More efficient water? Yes …
wetter water which, it is
claimed, is three times more
efficient in extinguishing
flames than tap water.
To every 20 litres of water
add 0,5kg of urea (a soluble
granular fertilizer available
from garden shops) and 25
ml of wetting agent (also
available from garden shops
~ you will find it in little
bottles with the foliar feeds
and insecticides). In the
absence of proprietary-brand
wetting agent you can use a
few drops of liquid
dishwashing soap.
Mix these ingredients well
with the water in your sprayer

and away you go.
There is the added benefit
that any left-over spray not
consumed by the fire will act
as a liquid fertilizer (urea is a
nitrogen-rich compound) for
the next growing season.
The mixture is damaging to
rubber and piping so it
cannot be mixed beforehand
and stored in the appliance.
But you can make a solution
of urea and wetting agent in a
glass bottle and keep this
alongside the firefighting
appliance, to be poured in
and mixed at the last
moment.
By the same token, once the
firefighting task is completed
you should empty out any
remaining fluid and flush the
pump and piping completely
with clean water to prevent
any residual mixture being
allowed to damage the
rubber components.

From page 39
WIDTH

How to make
‘wetter’ water
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Servitude, panhandle,
way of necessity, give-
and-take line – if you

are buying a smallholding
where any of these might be
a possibility or you are
subdividing your property,
you need to be very clear
about what you are letting
yourself in for and to make

sure that your rights are
preserved by being registered
in the title deeds of the
property.
It sometimes happens that
property owners are unable
to reach their own land from
a public road without driving
over the land of another
person. This is what is meant

by the term “landlocked”. In
such a case, the landlocked
owner will have the right to
drive over someone else's
land to reach their own land.
The landlocked owner might
have acquired a right to
traverse another's land in
order to reach the landlocked
property when he purchased
the landlocked land. This
right would most commonly
have been registered as a
servitude in favour of the
landlocked land.
The landlocked owner might
have negotiated with the
surrounding land owners in
order to arrange for a right of
way servitude to be registered

over someone else's land,
allowing the landlocked
owner to reach his or her
property from a public road.
A servitude is a registered
right that a person has over
the immovable property of
another. In the case of
smallholdings, the most
common form is the right of

Servitudes, panhandles, access ... and you

Continued on 45page

A servitude from a main road
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way to travel over a section of
the other person's property in
order to reach your own
property. However, rural
servitudes might also refer to
the right to graze animals on
someone else's land or the
right of access to water on a
neighbouring plot.
If you have the right of
servitude to drive your cattle
across a neighbouring
smallholding that does not
belong to you for example,
your plot is the 'dominant
tenement' and the other the
'servient tenement'.
If you are the servient owner,
you do not need to get
permission from the person
that has a right to exercise
servitude over your property if
you wish to sell it. However
the purchaser will have to
comply with the servitude.
Where a landlocked owner
does not or cannot acquire a
right of way over another's
land by agreement or
prescription, he will automati-
cally have a “right of way of
necessity” over another's land
in terms of common law. This
arises by operation of law and
the owner of the affected
land does not need to
consent.
His right to traverse his
neighbour's land to reach his
own is limited to the shortest
route between the landlocked
property and the nearest
public road, and the route
that causes the least damage
or inconvenience to the land
that is burdened by this route.

A panhandle is a narrow
alleyway as part of a stand,
which provides access from
the street to that stand which
is not directly adjacent to the
street. Specific minimum
measurements apply depend-
ing on how many erven are
served by the access, ranging
from 3m to a maximum of
8m. In the event of access
being given to multiple
stands, a servitude for access
must be registered over the
servient stand.
If you are subdividing land or

are purchasing a subdivision
where your property is the
'back' property, it would be
prudent to ensure that there is
a registered servitude over the
front property so that there
can be no question later as to
whether your access will be
cut off or changed. Verbal
agreements often lead to
problems, so should be
avoided. Where there are two
or more owners using a
servitude, such as a panhan-
dle or 'way of necessity' it is
particularly important that the

rights of all parties are clearly
registered and understood.
A smallholder who has no
reasonable access to a public
road other than by crossing
the property of another
landowner may claim a way
of necessity. However, this
cannot be claimed in order to
shorten the distance to the
road, nor can the dominant
owner insist on being granted
the shortest or easiest route
across the servient property.
Water and grazing servitudes

From page 43
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are more likely to arise on
farms rather than
smallholdings. Water servi-
tudes permit the dominant
owner to draw water from the
servient property and to lead
it across that land by means
of furrows or pipes. The
dominant owner may also
have the right to water

livestock on the servient
property and to build a dam
there. It all depends on what
is registered against the title
deeds.
Grazing servitudes may
provide that a certain number
of cattle may graze within a
particular area of the servient
property.
Other examples of rural

servitudes include the right to
gather or cut wood, to
outspan cattle and to
discharge water onto the
servient property.
If the owner of a dominant
property buys the servient
property, the servitude ends
and does not automatically
come back into being if one
of the properties is later sold.

An interesting variety of
books recently pub-
lished books will be
useful to smallholders.

Agricultural
infrastructure
guide
Guidelines for Infrastructure

Relevant in the Production of

Different Agricultural

Commodities by Fanie Vorster
contains input from
Agricultural Research Council
commodities experts.

The guidelines consist of
descriptions and specifications
of the different fixed facilities
and other infrastructure,
systems, machinery, imple-
ments and equipment, as well
as the labour, power and
water requirements of
commercially viable agricul-
tural initiatives.
The book is priced at R200
and can be ordered from
Elmarie Stoltz at the ARC on
012 842-4017 or
stoltze@arc.agric.za.

‘shrooms &
fungi
Mushrooms other Fungi& of
South Africa by Gary B
Goldman and Marieka
Gryzenhout features more
than 200 fungi commonly
found in South Africa. A
comprehensive introduction
explains the basic biology of
fungi, their role in the
ecosystem and their use for
humans. The guide is
organised according to the
main family groups, enabling
more accurate identification

in the field. Individual
descriptions detail the
characteristic features of each
species, as well as their
distribution, habitat, size,
edibility and toxicity.
Additional features include
an illustrated key to the
dominant characters of form,
shape and surface, and useful
tips for mushroom hunters.
Lavishly illustrated with more
than 850 colour photographs,
this is said to be both a
practical guide and a
beautiful book “that will
inspire nature lovers, foragers,
epicureans and anyone
curious about these extraor-
dinary members of our

Continued on 47pageFrom page 45
SERVITUDES
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natural world.” It is published
by Penguin Random House
and the recommended price
is R370.

SA insect
guide
The same publishers have
comprehensively updated
and expanded the Field

Guide to Insects of South

Africa by Mike Picker, Charles
Griffiths and Alan Weaving.
This revised edition features
accounts of over 1 500
species and insect groups.
Included are the most
common, most economically
and ecologically important,
interesting and attractive
insects in the region.
It contains vivid photographs,
easy-to-read text and detailed
accounts covering identifica-
tion, biology, distribution and
related species. The introduc-
tion details the significance,
life history, collection and
photography of insects. There

are quick reference guides on
the inside covers to facilitate
identification.
Entomologists both amateur
and professional, students,
gardeners, farmers, tourists
and anyone with an interest
in the natural world will
appreciate this illuminating
and invaluable guide.

Invaluable
book for the
conservation
conscious
A useful companion to the
recently-updated Field Guide

to Wild Flowers in South

Africa would be Clive
Bromilow's Problem Plants

and Alien Weeds of South

Africa. The fourth revised and
updated edition came out at
the end of 2018.
This has long been the go-to
reference book for southern
African weeds. The introduc-
tory chapters of the book

provide a useful synopsis of
alien species, legislation
surrounding them, and an
overview of control options.
There are useful reference
tables, including lists of
invasive species, problematic
native species implicated in
bush encroachment,
biological control agents,
herbicides and herbicide-
resistant weeds.
The contents cover more
than 800 problem plants, of
which 433 species are
illustrated and their origin,
environmental impact and
control measures are
described.
Similar species are men-
tioned, along with scientific
names (including synonyms
where relevant), common
names and maps of southern
Africa, broadly outlining
distributions.
The existence of a herbicide
registration (in South Africa) is
indicated with “H” where
applicable, and the latest

government regulations
(NEMBA categories: 1a, 1b,
2 and 3), as well as biological
control, where applicable,
are mentioned next to the
distribution map.
The book is colour coded
according to growth form
types.
Landowners have responsi-
bilities with regard to the
problem plants and weeds
on our land, so this book is a
must-have for anyone
wanting a good overview of
these plants and their
control.
The publisher is Briza
Publications and recom-
mended price is R450.

From page 46
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Classified advertisements in this
new section cost R105 VAT
included for up to 50 words. To
place your advertisement in the
next edition call 011 979-5088 for
our bank details or email
graphics@ autengsmallholderg -
.co.za

LIVESTOCK

Bonsmara x Angus bull, 23 month old
R16 000. SP Bonsmara cow R14 000.

Bonsmara x cow R10 000. Both cows in
calf ~ certified by vet ~ from the former bull
Delmas. 073 255-9126

Dorper teel ramme. Uit stoet geteel ~ nie
geregistreer. Vanaf hartswatergebied ~
Petronella/Vastfontein omgewing naby
R101 tussen Hammanskraal en Pretoria.
10-12 maande oud weeg 60-75kg. 2 x
ramme teen R4 500 elk. 3 x ramme teen
R4 000 elk. Kontak Mike 082 920-6157

Blackhead Dorpers: Eight ewes for sale,
about nine months old. R1 000 each. Chris
Watcham 083 453-3877

Blackhead Dorpers: Disposal of entire
flock. Breeding ram, about six years old
R4 000, 14 x breeding ewes (at least 2
years old or more) R1 000 each, 4 x young
ewes (1-2 years old, not bred) R750 each,
3 male lambs, three months old R600
each, 1 large female lamb, four months old
R900. For sale individually or take the
entire flock for R22 000 or to swop for
breeding donkeys. Reason for sale: I need
a change in species for pasture
management. Call Pete 072 587-9137

FARMING

REQUISITES

Fluorescent grow lights. 4' Grolux tubes
(red/blue spectrum), 58W consumption,
R20 each, full box of 25 x 4' white tubes,
58W, R100 for the box. 12 x 4' double tube
water resistant fittings as new, R150 each.
Call Pete 072 587-9137

Stop thieves: Outdoor wireless alarms for
houses, cottages, outbuildings. 4 outdoor
wireless sensors, main control panel, 2
remotes, siren, battery etc. R2 800 installed
in Jhb or DIY. Also cut fence alarm. Contact
Colin 079 180-2853

Stainless steel farm donkey. 210 litre, fire-
heated. Constant hot water, from R3730
incl VAT. Contact 011 762-1212 or 082 456-
0973

PLANTS &

PRODUCE

Fruit & nut trees. Olive, peach nectarine,
plum almond, apricot, walnut, prune,
pomegranate, pecan nut, apple, cherry,
pear, fig, quince, mulberry, lemon and
grape vines. Contact Douw 084 506-5125

Raspberry canes. Easy growers, 1-2
plants per bag (small) R20 each collected.
Plant now for fruit in spring. Call Pete 072
587-9137

Koop . Verkoop . VerruilBuy . Sell . Swop

SA SMALL FARMERS
ONLINE EXCHANGE

facebook.com/gautengsmallholder



DIARY
ATTENTION CRAFT MARKETS, CLUBS
ETC: If you would like details of your
events included in the Diary, please fax or
email your information to the Editor. For
non-commercial enterprises this service is
FREE.

NOTE: FARMERS' & CRAFT MARKETS.
For a listing of REGULARLY HELD markets
and fairs please see the separate section
on page 51. Only markets that are held
infrequently are now listed in this calendar
section.

Every Sunday
SA Lipizzaners weekly display at 10h30. SA
Lipizzaner Centre, Dahlia Rd, Kyalami. Go
to www.lipizzaners.co.za for details of
special shows.
Cattle drive with City Slickers breakfast,
Diamond X Cowboy Ranch, near Rayton.
Call Rudan on 082 410-3180
horses@diamondxranch.co.za,
www.diamondx.co.za, R500 per person.

Mnandi Methodist Church, 09:00, Mnandi
Centre, cnr Tulip and Short Streets, Jen
012 651-5509. Gail 072 477-0708., A small
community who worship together. We have
a Youth and Children's church.

Premier Mine Presbyterian Church Lower,
Oak Ave, Cullinan. Garden of
Remembrance (Columbarium) 079 060-,
9990 or 012 734-1640 Worship and,
Sunday school. Holy Communion for all on
the 1st Sunday of every month.

Every Monday
Alcoholics Anonymous. 'Courage to
Change' Group meeting, 19:30, Benoni
Agricultural Holdings, Marcus 082 042-
7730. Warren 082 335-0049. Glen 072 239-
3024., If you want to drink – that's your
problem! If you want to stop – that's our
problem! No fees; no dues; just concerned
fellowship.

2019

June

1: Bokkie Park Food & Craft Market at the
Bokkie Park, Southvale Rd, Parkdene,
Boksburg, 09h00 – 14h30. Crafts and food
stalls, live entertainment, tea garden, pony
and camel rides. Contact Janine 072 713
3332
3: New Moon
9: Tree Owl Community Market at

Brandmuller's Garden Pavilion, 5 Dave
Nourse St, Unitas Park, Vereeniging. GPS:
-26.627823, 27.927976. 09h00 – 14h30.
Stalls with hand-crafted goods, home-
bakes, olives, honey, food stalls, cash bar,
tea garden, live entertainment from 12:00.
Proceeds of the market are donated to
various charities in the Vereeniging area.
Follow us on Facebook: Acorns Coffee
Shoppe. Enquiries: Michele 083 378-0715
16: Youth Day
17: Youth Day spillover
17: Full Moon
21: Winter Solstice

July

2: New Moon
5-7: Vlakvarkfees at Aquizi Lodge, Cullinan
dist. Fri 5th 16h00 – 22h00, Sat 6th 08h00-
22h00, Sun 7th 08h00 – 16h00. R50 per
day. Vlakvark Potjie Competition, Miss
African Effect, Various artists, more than
100 stalls. Tickets from itickets.co.za
6: Bokkie Park Food & Craft Market at the
Bokkie Park, Southvale Rd, Parkdene,
Boksburg, 09h00 – 14h30. Crafts and food
stalls, live entertainment, tea garden, pony
and camel rides. Contact Janine 072 713
3332
13: National Boran Cattle Auction,
Afridome, Parys. Contact Vleissentraal for
details
14: Tree Owl Community Market at
Brandmuller's Garden Pavilion, 5 Dave
Nourse St, Unitas Park, Vereeniging. GPS:
-26.627823, 27.927976. 09h00 – 14h30.
Stalls with hand-crafted goods, home-
bakes, olives, honey, food stalls, cash bar,
tea garden, live entertainment from 12:00.
Proceeds of the market are donated to
various charities in the Vereeniging area.
Follow us on Facebook: Acorns Coffee
Shoppe. Enquiries: Michele 083 378-0715
16: Full Moon
16:18: Combatting soil erosion course at
African Land-use Training's farm,
Modimolle. R2 950. For reservations email
courses@alut.co.za

August

1: New Moon
3: Bokkie Park Food & Craft Market at the
Bokkie Park, Southvale Rd, Parkdene,
Boksburg, 09h00 – 14h30. Crafts and food
stalls, live entertainment, tea garden, pony
and camel rides. Contact Janine 072 713
3332
8-10: Kragdag Expo, Diamantvallei Estate,
Rayton district, Pretoria. Call 087 231-1644

9: National Womens' Day
11: Tree Owl Community Market at
Brandmuller's Garden Pavilion, 5 Dave
Nourse St, Unitas Park, Vereeniging. GPS:
-26.627823, 27.927976. 09h00 – 14h30.
Stalls with hand-crafted goods, home-
bakes, olives, honey, food stalls, cash bar,
tea garden, live entertainment from 12:00.
Proceeds of the market are donated to
various charities in the Vereeniging area.
Follow us on Facebook: Acorns Coffee
Shoppe. Enquiries: Michele 083 378-0715
12-23: Farm planning (agricultural land-use
planning) course at African Land-use
Training's farm, Modimolle. R9 950. For
reservations email courses@alut.co.za
15: Full Moon
30 New Moon

September

7: Bokkie Park Food & Craft Market at the
Bokkie Park, Southvale Rd, Parkdene,
Boksburg, 09h00 – 14h30. Crafts and food
stalls, live entertainment, tea garden, pony
and camel rides. Contact Janine 072 713
3332
8: Tree Owl Community Market at
Brandmuller's Garden Pavilion, 5 Dave
Nourse St, Unitas Park, Vereeniging. GPS:
-26.627823, 27.927976. 09h00 – 14h30.
Stalls with hand-crafted goods, home-
bakes, olives, honey, food stalls, cash bar,
tea garden, live entertainment from 12:00.
Proceeds of the market are donated to
various charities in the Vereeniging area.
Follow us on Facebook: Acorns Coffee
Shoppe. Enquiries: Michele 083 378-0715
14: Full Moon
23: Spring Equinox
24: Heritage Day
28: New Moon

October

5: Bokkie Park Food & Craft Market at the
Bokkie Park, Southvale Rd, Parkdene,
Boksburg, 09h00 – 14h30. Crafts and food
stalls, live entertainment, tea garden, pony
and camel rides. Contact Janine 072 713
3332
8-10: Control of problem plants course at
African Land-use Training's farm,
Modimolle. R2 950. For reservations email
courses@alut.co.za
13: Full Moon
13: Tree Owl Community Market at
Brandmuller's Garden Pavilion, 5 Dave
Nourse St, Unitas Park, Vereeniging. GPS:
-26.627823, 27.927976. 09h00 – 14h30.
Stalls with hand-crafted goods, home-

bakes, olives, honey, food stalls, cash bar,
tea garden, live entertainment from 12:00.
Proceeds of the market are donated to
various charities in the Vereeniging area.
Follow us on Facebook: Acorns Coffee
Shoppe. Enquiries: Michele 083 378-0715
28: New Moon

November

2: Bokkie Park Food & Craft Market at the
Bokkie Park, Southvale Rd, Parkdene,
Boksburg, 09h00 – 14h30. Crafts and food
stalls, live entertainment, tea garden, pony
and camel rides. Contact Janine 072 713
3332
10: Tree Owl Community Market at
Brandmuller's Garden Pavilion, 5 Dave
Nourse St, Unitas Park, Vereeniging. GPS:
-26.627823, 27.927976. 09h00 – 14h30.
Stalls with hand-crafted goods, home-
bakes, olives, honey, food stalls, cash bar,
tea garden, live entertainment from 12:00.
Proceeds of the market are donated to
various charities in the Vereeniging area.
Follow us on Facebook: Acorns Coffee
Shoppe. Enquiries: Michele 083 378-0715
12: Full Moon
26: New Moon
30: Bokkie Park Food & Craft Night Market
at the Bokkie Park, Southvale Rd,
Parkdene, Boksburg, 09h00 – 14h30.
Crafts and food stalls, live entertainment,
tea garden, pony and camel rides. Contact
Janine 072 713 3332

December

7: Bokkie Park Food & Craft Market at the
Bokkie Park, Southvale Rd, Parkdene,
Boksburg, 09h00 – 14h30. Crafts and food
stalls, live entertainment, tea garden, pony
and camel rides. Contact Janine 072 713
3332
8: Tree Owl Community Market at
Brandmuller's Garden Pavilion, 5 Dave
Nourse St, Unitas Park, Vereeniging. GPS:
-26.627823, 27.927976. 09h00 – 14h30.
Stalls with hand-crafted goods, home-
bakes, olives, honey, food stalls, cash bar,
tea garden, live entertainment from 12:00.
Proceeds of the market are donated to
various charities in the Vereeniging area.
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Every Thursday Bryanston Organic & Natural Market 09:00 – 15:00 40 Culross Road, Bryanston Konrad or Glenda Quality hand crafted goods,
(off Main Road) 011 706 3671 unique art and fresh organic

glenda@bryanstonorganicmarket.co.za and naturally grown produce.

Every Saturday Pretoria Boeremark 05:30 – 09:30 Moreleta Street entrance, 012 804 8031 or 079 987 1025 Fresh produce, traditional bazaar
Krige Street ext, Silverton treats like jaffles, kaiings with pap

& boerewors rolls
The Fresh Co-op Weekly Farmers 07:00 – 10:30 204 Allan Road, Glen Austin Info.freshproducecoop@gmail.com Fresh produce, pickles, preserves,
Market Halfway House, Gauteng 082 369 7755 home industry, arts & crafts, food, etc.

The Hazel Food Market 08:00 – 14:00 Greenlyn Village Centre, Cor Rietha 083 554 5636 Fresh produce straight from the
Thomas Edison & Mackenzie www.hazelfoodmarket.co.za producer, coffee, eats on sale
St, Menlo Park, Pretoria

Waenhuiskrans Plaas / Farmers 08:00 – 14:00 Cor of Veda & Enkeldoorn Ave Marius 084 505 3393 or Stalls: Food, arts and crafts,
Market opposite Montana Traders office 012 567 6076 to book a stall fresh produce, eggs, chicken,
and next to Kollonade Centre meat, fruit & veg, Kiosk, Maders pies,

coffee

Glenfresh Farmers Market 08:00 – 12:30 118 Allan rd, Glen Austin Stefan: 082 829 0185 Local naturally grown produce,
market@glenfresh.co.za hand crafted goods, home baked

treats, raw honey, biltong

Jozi Real Food Market 08:30 – 13:30 Pirates Sports Club, 25 Ingrid 083 532 2992 Outdoor pet & child friendly,
Braeside Road, Greenside jozirealfoodmarket@gmail.com organic vegetables, food, arts &

crafts

Bapsfontein Farmers Market 09:00 – 15:00 7 Edith Street, Bapsfontein Charlene: 082 892 4304 / Fresh produce, Livestock Sales,
Paul: 083 296 8006 Flea Market, handcrafts, food stalls,

great outdoor vibe that is pet and child
friendly

The Red Windmill Village Market 09:00 – 15:00 104 Main Road, Walkerville 082 627 3134 or 072 637 9355 Fresh produce, food stalls, coffee shop,
Stalls: 082 641 8982 plants, arts & crafts, books, etc.

Bryanston Organic & Natural Market 09:00 – 15:00 40 Culross Road, Bryanston Konrad or Glenda Quality hand crafted goods,
(off Main Road) 011 706 3671 unique art and fresh organic

glenda@bryanstonorganicmarket.co.za and naturally grown produce.

Waterfall Estate Farmers Market 09:00 – 15:00 Waterfall Estate, Waterfall Cor Robyn 083 311 4768 Fresh produce, pickles, preserves
Midrand and home industry & craft, food, etc.

Enquire about stall prices.

Walkerville Farmers Market 09:00 – 15:00 112 R82 Main Road, Walkerville 079 076 7680 Fresh produce, arts & crafts, food court
info@wfmarket.co.za and kids play area.

Walkerville Country Market 09:00 – 15:00 Walkerville Country Market Ivan 084 590 2312 Fresh produce, crafter's market, food court,
@ the Showgrounds market@walkervillesa.co.za craft beer, kids play area and pet friendly.

Bosheuvel Fresh Produce 10:00 – 19:00 54 Glory Road, Muldersdrift Mitch 082 553 2846 Outdoor country experience working
farm cattle, sheep, and pigs.
Free range meat, cheese, eggs, poultry,
and craft beer.

Last Saturday Windpomp Handwerk Market 08:00 – 14:00 Broodblike & Koffiepit Adele 083 445 1608 Pet friendly. Hand crafts, food, music,
Pretoria Road between coffee, kids’ play area, preserves,
Petit and Bapsfontein goat’s milk products biltong, pap &kaiings.

Every Sunday The Red Windmill Village Market 09:00 – 15:00 104 Main Road, Walkerville 082 627 3134 or 072 637 9355 Fresh produce, food stalls, coffee shop,
Stalls: 082 641 8982 plants, arts & crafts, and books.

Carlington Food & Craft Market 09:00 – 15:00 The Bru House on the R563 For stalls 082 782 4142 Restaurant, live music, safe kids play area
Hekpoort – Krugersdorp Road Debbie.Prinsloo@outlook.com and parking.

Fourways Farmers Market 10:00 – 15:00 Cor Montecasino Boulevard & 011 465 0827 Get your groceries…in the garden!
William Nicol Drive, Fourways www.ffmarket.co.za

Regular Farmers’ MarketsGauteng Food
NOTE: This is a listing ONLY of markets held weekly. Markets held less frequently are listed in the DIARY(eg 1st Saturday of each month)
section of the magazine and we urge readers to check each month for dates and events of interest.
We would like this list of food markets to be as comprehensive as possible. If you know of farmers’ food markets that are not listed here,
please email us the contact details of the organisers, and details of the market. Only FOOD markets are included.
Similarly, if you know of markets in this list that have CLOSED please inform us so that we can delete incorrect or outdated information.
We invite you to tell us of your experiences when visiting these markets so that we can better inform our readers. Were they as advertised?

g @gmailWas the produce on sale plentiful, well-priced, well-presented and fresh? Email your comments to autengsmallholder .com
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DAY WHAT WHEN WHERE CONTACT WHAT TO EXPECT
Thursday

Saturday

Sunday
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Conditions:
1. Classified Advertisements published in the magazine cost R105 VAT included for a maximum of 50 words. Prepayment
is essential. Contact us for our bank details to do your EFT deposit.

In addition to publication in the magazine2. Classified Advertisements will be moderated and uploaded to our sister website,
at no additional chargewww.sasfox.co.za . They will remain on the site for a calendar month,

unless requested otherwise by the advertiser.
3. Only ONE insertion per application, and one category per coupon.
. Classified advertisements m4 ust be renewed monthly for repeat placements.
. The Publisher reserves the right to edit or omit advertisements at his discretion.6
. It is the Advertiser’s responsibility to ensure we have received the advert.6

Tel:
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USE THE COUPON BELOW FOR CLASSIFIED ADS on www.sasfox.co.zain the magazine and

Send your Classified dvertisements to us:A
BY FAX: 086 602-3882
BY POST: Box 14648, Bredell 1623
BY EMAIL: gautengsmallholder@gmail.com
BY HAND: 370 da Costa Dr, Bredell, Kempton Park

FOR ENQUIRIES TEL 0AND OUR BANK DETAILS 11 979-5088

Only R105 VAT incl for 50 words!
NEW!!
Reintroducing
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In my childhood home in Pretoria a regular Saturday
lunchtime meal was sosaties and salad. Our family retainer
had a wonderful way with sosaties, which she braised on the

stove in a large lidded pot with just a little water at the bottom.
This enabled all the lovely, pungent spices and vinegar to
penetrate the meat chunks, fruit and pieces of fat which made
up the rest of the sosatie, without the outside becoming a dry,
black, charred mess as so often happens on a braai.
And without taking away at all from our family retainer's skill in
the kitchen, I should add that the butcher who prepared them
knew that they needed to be properly marinated for days
before offering them to customers.
They were, in a word, ambrosial.
Unsurprisingly, therefore, I have spent the half century or so
since leaving home searching for a sosatie to equal those I left
behind as a child. I have tried hard, and failed at each attempt.
Either they're not adequately marinated, or the meat is tough
and gristly, or the marinade is too sweet or they are burnt.
Now as you will read elsewhere in this edition, the Smallholder

(aka me) spent a day last month visiting the Nampo Harvest
Day show outside Bothaville in the Free State.
And as you will know if you've “been to Nampo,” apart from
the smell of goat near the goat pens, or the odd whiff of fresh
cow poo in the cattle hall (quickly whisked away by ever-
attentive grooms) or the smell of diesel fumes in the tractor
museum, the all-pervading aroma which wafts hither and
thither in the air above the showgrounds is that of cooking
sosaties.
There's one stand that cooks them, down on the western
boundary of the grounds, and it flogs thousands, literally, each
day. Get there at lunch time and expect to join a queue a good
few hundred people long.
I have been visiting Nampo for about 15 years now and each
year I promise myself that I'll stop for a sosatie. After all, one is
in the Free State surrounded by meat eating farmers. Surely,
therefore, one can expect a sosatie “uit die boonste rak”?
But as someone who has “been to Nampo” you will also know
that the show is huge, and to see the whole thing in a day is
virtually impossible unless one has a plan of attack. This requires
one to enter the grounds and start walking, up and down, the
various roads in the grounds, working systematically from the
eastern side to the western, curving round through the museum
and back to the exit, an exercise that will take one about five

hours in itself. The problem, if one is after the elusive sosatie, is
that one arrives at the western boundary at about 2pm, just as
the queue outside the sosatie stand is at its longest. So I have
invariably decided to walk on and have finished up shovelling
down a hamburger from the NG Kerk Lindley's kiosk near the
museum instead. Not gourmet fare, to be sure, but the ladies
are pleasant and the service is quick.
So this year I decided to reverse my route. Instead of working
from east to west I would work
from west to east, thus passing
the sosatie stand before the
lunchtime crowds. And while
this would mean I would be
eating my sosatie more as a mid-
morning snack than lunch, it
would at least mean I wouldn't
have to wait in a long queue.
But surely that would be worth it
for the wonderful, marinated
meat that was responsible, year
after year, for the delicious
aroma over the showground?
By 1030 I was outside the
sosatie stand. The queue was
short … only about 20 people in front of me.
The serving ladies were pleasant and efficient. “Chicken or
pork? Just a sosatie? Or in a roll?”
Six pieces of meat on a stick were not going to be enough
sustenance on their own to see me through to supper, so I
asked for it in a roll. Here it comes… Inside a fresh hot dog roll
nestled a fresh, hot pork sosatie, just the right yellow turmeric
and curry colour that I remembered from my childhood. But
what's this? Smothering the whole thing was an onion sauce! A
sweet, sticky yellow onion sauce!
I scraped most of the sauce into the roll and sunk my teeth into
the first chunk of pork. Yellow on the outside it may have been,
but it was dry and white inside. Oh dear, what a disappoint-
ment.
So next year it's back to the NG Kerk's hamburgers for me,
although I saw one kiosk advertising Wagyu beef burgers at R70
a pop. However, the price, and the fact that the kiosk selling
them is next to a toilet block and the stinky goat sheds rather
puts me off.

The perfect sosatie
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