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HOW TO MAKE YOUR PLOT PROFITABLE

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE GAUTENG SMALLHOLDER

COMMENT, by Pete Bower

Vol 21 No 1                           February 2020

In magazine publishing, a start-up title that survives more than a few
years is a rarity, especially in these changing times when printed
magazines are being threatened on all sides by digital media

platforms. Yet, that's exactly what we've done. For, 20 years ago this
month a few boxes of photocopy paper clattered through an ancient single-colour
duplicator in our garage, and were then collated by a team of ladies around the dining
room table, before being counted out into piles and carted off to various hardware
stores, feed and tack shops in the greater Benoni area.
And thus was the born.Gauteng Smallholder
And so we progressed. A few thousand copies a month became a few thousand more
as we spread our distribution to a wider area. First Midrand, then Delmas, Eloff and
Sundra, then Cullinan and the Moloto road. Then we went south to Walkerville, and
west to Honeydew and Muldersdrift.
For seven noisy, smelly (printer's solvents are strong-smelling and corrosive) years our
house was filled for at least 14 hours a day, for three weeks of the month, with the
sound of ever-more sophisticated (but no less ancient) presses clattering away, and the
happy chattering of the collating team as they shuffled around the dining room table
(occasionally dipping into the booze cupboard in the sideboard for some “refresh-
ment”.) In this month's Back Page column you can read about the effect that having
this “fourth sibling” in her life affected my then young daughter ~ now, happily the
next generation of the family to be involved, as Production Editor, hopefully to take
over the running of the business in due course.
But by the time we'd increased to 12 500 copies (a simple total, really ~ it's five boxes
of photocopy paper per sheet) with no let-up in demand from readers and distributors
we realised that printing a 48-page magazine on single colour duplicators was not the
long-term solution and so the decision to change to commercial printing, on fast, web-
offset presses, wasn't really difficult to make. (Particularly with the threat of a divorce
looming over my head).
And so we really started to fly. Apart from the speed with which a large web-offset
press gobbles paper (it takes three days, not three weeks, to print the magazine)12 500
copies a month became 14 000, then 15 000, then 16 000 and finally now up to
19 000 copies, and enabled us to add distribution points in the furthest corners of
Gauteng, and on to Northwest ~ a total of 360 in all.
The was never supposed to be like it is. When I conceived it I planned aSmallholder
publication of nothing but advertising, bookended by an Editor's Comment at the front
and a lighthearted column at the back. However, advertising support for the first few
editions was so paltry that we had to pad out the ads with editorial items, which
readers seemed to like, and thus have we remained ever since.
And, to be honest, the nature of the magazine has changed fundamentally in every
respect. When we started there was little or no competition from on-line advertising
platforms such as Gumtree and OLX, and as a consequence the magazine (after an
albeit rocky start) grew a healthy few pages of classified advertising. That, now, has
greatly diminished (although advertisers still report good sales from the magazine).
When we started, too, there was a much clearer distinction between traditional (white)
smallholders and emerging farmers or subsistence smallholders (and not a few
publications aimed exclusively at this market folded because while they were able to
attract readers, they failed to attract advertisers). That, too, has changed, with a thriving
new black smallholder farmer class developing, largely but not exclusively on the back
of government support, and opening up an exciting new market for our advertisers.
For a market, which is made up of readers, and advertisers, is the key to any successful
publication: “There may be a gap in the market, but is there a market in the gap?” is
the probing question every aspirant publisher should ask before putting pen to paper.
And that's what makes publishing the most exciting industry to be involved in. For
unlike bankers or insurance people, who spend their days filling in predesigned forms
with information, we start with a pile of blank paper, filling it with a combination of
pictures, stories and advertisements that we hope will appeal to our readers, thereby
putting in front of their eyes sales messages from our advertisers which will, hopefully,
induce the readers to buy the advertised products. And no two sales messages are the
same, no two editions are the same, and no two months are the same.
Which makes publishing a magazine that serves its readers well a fun and exciting way
to earn one’s living ~ even after 20 years.

Our 20th birthday

The best view in the world...
A quiet tree-lined avenue through

the ears of a horse.
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MAILBAG

The Editor welcomes your letters, comments and
opinions, but reserves the right to edit and
shorten as necessary.
Senders’ names and addresses must
be included. Afrikaans letters will be
translated. Post mail to: Letters,
PO Box 14648, Bredell 1623
or fax 086 602-3882 or e-mail
gauteng gmail.comsmallholder@

Sir ~ I was interested to
read the piece entitled
“It jumps like a flea …”

concerning fleas on chick-
ens, and various remedies.
I started off smearing
Vaseline on the infected
parts of my hens but sadly
they don't die of starvation

or suffocation as your article
suggested. The only remedy
that 100% works is to very
carefully apply kero-
sene/paraffin using a cotton
ear bud (only dampened,
not dripping in fluid) to the
infected parts, even to the
eyelids of the hens, and that

immediately kills the fleas.
Then turn the hen upside
down and dust liberally with
an insecticidal powder
around the anus and into
the feathers as there will be
more fleas there as when the
bird is preening that is how
the fleas are transferred.

Monthly dusting of the
insecticidal powder meant
that I only had to very
occasionally re-apply the
kerosene. And I used to
do it first thing in the
morning before my hens
were let out for the day so
that they were immediately
distracted by food and the
freedom of the garden. I
also used to scatter the
powder where the hens did
their dust bathing.
I love your magazine!
Lizzie Lawrence

By email

A solution to fleas on poultry

Continued on page 9

Sir ~ A response to Peter
Clark's comments on
beekeeping in your

November edition:

Oh, wow, Peter Clark, you
said it all. As an amateur
beekeeper with only a few
hives over the years, I have
watched with sadness as
honey farming becomes as

sick as any other animal
farming.
Peter, you are spot on! All of
the fiddling and queen killing
and translocating in pursuit of

Leave the bees alone
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BEES
From page 7

top dollar for the proceeds….
everything you mention is so
true, and broadly negative for
the long term health and
survival of the insects we put to
work for us.
I do empathise ~ beekeepers
have to work hard to make
honey profitable ~ but, boy,
you spoke the truth of the
entire sad, current state of
beekeeping in SA.
It seems bees will be stronger
as a colony and more long
lived as a source of income
too, if we apply a bit of respect
and release a bit of the
pressure on them to constantly
cough up the goods.
Who would have thought that?
Gee whiz. Truer words never
spoken, Peter.
A stance on an organic
environment, an understanding
of carrying capacity and other
important aspects that will
inform the bees' lives, and an
attitude of care and coexis-
tence with the bees that work
so very hard for the honey we
consume, would go a huge
way towards getting the veld,
the environment and the
industry healthy again.
Marc van Sittert

By email

NEWS

Livestock auctions in
Gauteng, among other
provinces, are still

banned following an order
issued by the Dept of
Agriculture, Forestry &
Fisheries after, reported cases
of Foot & Mouth Disease
(FMD) in Limpopo. The ban
is in the hopes of limiting the
spread of the disease, despite
the outbreak having occurred
mostly in the Limpopo
region.
As of mid-January, the total
number of confirmed positive
locations of the disease since
the start of the outbreak has
risen to 15.
Thus, the prohibition on the
gathering of cloven hoofed

animals from two or more
properties, for distribution to
two or more properties,
published in the Government
Gazette on 4 December 2019
is still applicable to the whole
country.
This came after the State
Veterinary Service identified
that the short-term congrega-
tion and redistribution of
cloven hoofed animals played

a part in the spread of the
disease as all the affected
properties have apparently
been linked directly or
indirectly to auctions. This
notice does not prohibit the
movement of livestock from
farm to farm, or private
auctions at individual farms.
Meanwhile, “news” on social
media that the Vhembe
District in Limpopo is clear of

FMD has been declared fake
by the Dept of Agriculture,
Land Reform & Rural
Development and the FMD
Technical Task Team.
In a joint statement issued by
the two bodies, it was stated
that investigations into farms
that had tested positive for
FMD were still ongoing.

Foot & Mouth Disease still a concern in GP

Continued on page 10
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These farms remain under
precautionary quarantine
until diagnostic testing has
been completed.
Animal owners are encour-
aged to take basic measures
to prevent their animals from
being infected. These include
not moving high risk animals,
only buying animals from a
proven source, insisting on a
veterinary health declaration
to accompany any animals
that are brought in. The
department also encourages
livestock owners to limit the
movement of cloven hoofed
animals until the extent of the
outbreak has been fully
determined. If movements
are necessary, the buyers are
advised to request health
declarations before any
animals are bought from
sellers, to prevent the possible
infection of new properties by
positive animals being
brought in. �

FMD
From 9page

The seemingly later
onset of the rains in
Gauteng this season

may have given equine
owners a sense of relief that
they have, perhaps, avoided
the awful consequences of an
outbreak of African Horse
Sickness. For, with the
prevalence of the carrier of
the disease, the Culicoides
midge, occurring largely after

the rainy season has got
underway, there is always a
gamble to ensure that the
maximum efficacy of the
inoculations one gives one's
horses coincides with the
period when the midges are
at their worst.
Inoculate too early and your
horses will be exposed to
infection towards the end of
the season. Inoculate too late

and your horses could be
infected early on, before the
vaccine has built up to
maximum efficacy in the
horse, if the rains come early.
What is clear, though, is that
with rains and warm weather,
horse owners should be on
the lookout for the signs and
symptoms of AHS. Of course,
horse owners should be
prepared for this, being legally

obligated by the Animal
Diseases Act (Act No 35 of
1984) to inoculate their
animals against the disease in
time for the summer season.
However, for those who
have not inoculated (and,
unbelievably perhaps, there
are equine “anti-vaxxers” just
as there are parents who
don't believe in vaccinating
their children), or those who
perhaps did so too early in
the season, there are things
to watch for in their equines
to alert them to the disease.
AHS is a viral infection
unique to the African
continent that affects
domesticated equine species
(horses, mules and donkeys).
Zebras are resistant to the
disease.
AHS is highly infectious but
not contagious. Probability of
death in infected animals is
very high (around 70-90%).
The disease is spread by the

HORSES

Continued on page 11

Protecting your horses against AHS
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HORSES
bite of the midge,Culicoides
which itself becomes
infected when feeding off an
infected animal. The midge,
and therefore the disease, is
killed off by the cold
temperatures and frost of the
winter months, so animals
are less at risk in winter.
In most of SA, except for a
part of the Western Cape,
AHS is endemic and the area
is known as an AHS infected
zone. Outbreaks of AHS are
expected to occur in the
AHS infected zone from
November to May, often
with a peak from February to
April ~ depending on
climatic factors such as
rainfall and temperature.
The disease attacks the lungs
and is commonly called
'dunkop'. It is characterised
by the following:
� A very high temperature
(up to 41 C);0

� Difficulty in breathing,
with mouth open and head
hanging down;
� A frothy discharge from
the nose.
The disease can also attack
the heart and is then called
'dikkop'. Symptoms include:
� A fever, followed by
swelling of the eyes and
head (hence the name
dikkop);
� Loss of the ability to
swallow and possible
symptoms of colic;
� Bleeding in the mem-
branes of the mouth and
eyes.
Death from the dikkop strain

takes longer, usually around
four to eight days after the
fever has started, and overall
death rate from dikkop
occurs in about 50% of
cases.
These symptoms may assist
with the initial diagnosis of
AHS, however a proper
diagnosis can only be
confirmed after identifying
the virus in a laboratory. It is
therefore crucial that blood
samples are taken at the
earliest signs of symptoms,
which is often a fever.
AHS is a controlled disease,
so owners are obliged by the
Animal Diseases Act (Act No
35 of 1984) to inform the
State Veterinarian of
suspected cases. According
to the Dept of Agriculture,
Forestry & Fisheries, during
the 2019/2020 warm season
three outbreaks of AHS have
been reported by the time
we went to press (one in
Gauteng in September, one
in Gauteng in October and
one in North West in
November). Daff confirms
this is similar to previous
years.
Apart from the two-injection
inoculation, there are other
preventative actions owners
can undertake to prevent the
disease:
� Stable horses when
the midge is most active,
from late afternoon to
mid-morning;
� Cover access points in the
stable with 80% shade-cloth.
For animals living out, shade

From page 10

Continued on page 13
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HORSES
cloth awnings can be built and
horses enclosed during the
night;
� Place fans in stables. The
midges are known to be
attracted to horse smells and
the carbon dioxide emission of
the horses. A fan will help
disperse the odour trail.
Midges are also very light and
appropriately directed air

movement will make it difficult
for them to enter stables or to
stay immobile long enough to
feed;
� The use of electronic insect
traps may also be effective in
controlling midge populations.
Keep an eye on the
Smallholder towards the end of
winter for tips on inoculation
against AHS. �

From 11page

Climate crisis denialists
can be forgiven for
crowing over this

year's rainfall in Gauteng and
asking “what problem?”
For, it is true that after a late
start, Gauteng's smallholders
are on track to enjoy a
wetter-than-average summer.
To the end of December
2019, we had recorded more
than 430mm of rainfall,
nearly double the 233mm
recorded the previous year

(which was admittedly quite a
dry year).
The highlight of the year's
weather pattern, however,
was the late start to the rains
and the exceptionally hot
weather that accompanied
the early dry months. The
rains only really started falling
in November. Was this a
once-off? Or has a later start
to the Highveld summer rains
become a trend?
Certainly, it has become

measurable, says Benoni's
amateur weatherman John
Livesey. Having analysed the
number of days from July 1
each year after which the
rains start in earnest he has
calculated that, over the past
40 years, the rains are starting
a day later every two years.
So mealie farmers can
certainly no longer rely on the
old adage of making sure
their seed was in the ground
by the time of Oom Paul's
birthday (October 10).
With rains only starting now
in November seed planted in
October will simply shrivel

and die.
But what of the later season?
The ocean scientists having
got it wrong this year (the first
half of summer was supposed
to have been drier than
average) their El Nino/La
Nina-based predictions for
the rest of the season
probably won't hold either,
and the best we can hope for
is that it continues to be a
wetter-than-average summer
to the end, if for no other
reason than to give the
groundwater a good chance
of recovery. �

RAINFALL

Is later rainfall becoming a trend?
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ENVIRONMENT

S
A-owned environmen-
tal services company
Oricol Environmental
Services takes waste

from the food production
industry and turns it into a
cost effective resource for
smallholders and farmers.
Through its waste-
management contracts with a
number of large food
production companies, Oricol
takes delivery of raw food
waste as well as products that,
for a number of reasons, are
no longer fit for human
consumption.
At Oricol’s East Rand
materials recovery facility, the
waste is dried, crushed,
mixed into a dough and
baked at very high tempera-
tures. The resulting “biscuits”
are then milled to a coarse
crumb-like state and sold to
livestock owners as a cheaper
and environmentally-friendly
feed supplement.
Turning food waste into
animal feed has a lower
environmental impact than
waste management routes
such as anaerobic digestion
or composting.
Internationally it is regarded
as a form of waste prevention
guided by the principles of
the Food Waste Hierarchy,
which helps food production
companies reduce their
environmental impact.

Oricol also assists its custom-
ers in disposing of vegetable
waste such as potato peels
and maize (kernels, cobs and
husks). These are sold to
livestock farmers. In some
cases, the company's larger
clients ~ commercial farmers

~ are then able to silage the
maize on-site, creating feed
for their herds which they will
use for up to a year. For
smaller farmers without silage
facilities, these vegetable
products can be added to
feed to supplement diets for
as long as the products
remain edible.
Oricol's animal feed operation
is only

one of its waste-management
services which sees the
company offering customers
collection, disposal and
resource recovery services for
all streams of waste, including
liquid waste, paper and
board, various plastics, glass,
metal and e-waste.
“We aim to manage waste in
a way that services the

environment,” says Oricol
animal feeds division sales
consultant, Jacques
Niemandt. The company,
which has been in operation
since 2002, aims to reduce
the quantity of waste stored
in landfills and reduce the
depletion of non-renewable
resources. In 2019, Oricol
measured over a 60%
diversion of waste from

“Biscuits” made from food-waste.

Continued on page 17

Local company solves food-waste problem
...and helps smallholders in the process
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ENVIRONMENT
landfill through innovative
ways of turning waste into a
resource, recycling and waste
treatment.
Oricol's animal feed is
registered according to the
Fertilizers, Farm Feeds,
Agricultural Remedies &

Stock Remedies Act of 1947,
which means the quality of
the feed and balance of its
ingredients is regulated and
controlled. The company
works closely with animal
nutritionists to ensure that its
products are viable as animal
feed. Oricol's facilities are
audited and meet SABS
approved standards for
Environmental (ISO 14001-
2015), Quality (ISO 9001-
2015) and Health & Safety
(OHSAS 18001-2007).
Oricol's animal feed clients
include large beef and dairy

farms who find the high fat,
high protein supplement
enriches their feed and
creates better quality beef
and milk. Pig farmers have
also found success with the
products.
Smallholders with a limited
number of animals can also
buy smaller quantities, eg
bakkie loads, of Oricol's
supplement.
Niemandt explains that the
feed is competitively priced,
and could help livestock
owners in overcoming the
costs associated with rising

food prices due to drought
and other external factors.
For more information: Oricol
Environmental Services, 011
922 5900/
sales@oricoles.co.za/
www.oricoles.co.za �

EDUCATION

From page 15

After the “biscuits” are milled.

Looking to learn a new
skill to make your
smallholding more

successful? There are a
number of institutions around
the province that offer
training for small farmers. Visit
sasmallholder.co.za/documen

ts for more information about
the courses listed below.
� Buhle Farmers' Academy
near Delmas offers new
farmers the chance to learn
~ at a subsidised rate ~ the
basics of all types of farming.
The courses include farm

management and some
business training, all designed
to assist in setting up success-
ful agricultural businesses.
All courses are accredited by
the SA Qualifications
Authority (SAQA). Entry
requirements include access

to land with proof that you
either own, or have permis-
sion to use, the land for
farming; a Grade 9 level
education; English literacy;
numeracy skills and ability to
do physical work. Candidates

Continued on page 19

Learn new, or hone existing, skills in 2020
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EDUCATION

COURSE TYPE DURATION START DATES COST

Vegetable production 3 months 10 Feb; 17 Aug R3 850,5
Livestock production 2 months 10 July R3 750,5
Poultry production 2 months 23 March; 21 Sept R3 250
Grain crop production 9 months 3 Aug R5 050
Pest, disease weed management 5 days 13 July R1 050&
Intro to layer house management 5 days 3 Feb; 24 Aug R1 050
Intro to broiler management 5 days 24 Feb; 3 Aug R1 050
Tractor operation & maintenance 5 days 20 April; 5 Oct R1 050
Project management 5 days 25 May; 27 July R1 050
Hydroponics 5 days 22 June; 23 Nov R1 050

will be interviewed by the
academy. Courses on offer in
2020 are listed in the table
below.

To apply, go to
www.buhle.org.za or email
fikelephi@buhle.org.za.
� The Agricultural Research
Council (ARC) runs a number
of courses throughout the year
at its various campuses around
the country. At the ARC's Irene
campus, courses include dairy
processing (for cheese and for
yoghurt and maas); intro to
poultry production; pig
production; small stock
management; aquaculture
production; intro to beef cattle
management and artificial

insemination. Other topics
covered around the province
include soil health, agricultural
engineering (irrigation and

crop farming mechanization;
agro-processing (beeswax
candle making, small scale
dairy production and meat
processing); disease and pest
management; vegetable
production and hydroponics.
Most courses run over five
days and range in cost, starting
at R2 500.
The ARC has campuses in
Irene, Roodeplaat, Pretoria
North (Onderstepoort) and
Silverton, each focusing on a
different sector of the industry.

From page 17

Continued on page 20

Buhle Farmers Academy courses for 2020
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EDUCATION
For more information on these 
courses, contact ARC at 
trainingservices@arc.agric.za 
or 012 427 9700/9740.
q Groenvoer Products in 
Midrand runs groom training 
courses for people working 
with horses. The course covers 
basic feeding, grooming, tack, 
farrier, and vet care guidelines. 
The admission fee for the basic 
course is R1 600. Contact 
Groenvoer at 011 314 
1211/12 or 
groenvoer@mweb.co.za.
q The Dicla Training Centre 
outside Krugersdorp, offers 
courses year-round. The centre 
is accredited with SAQA and 
the Agri-SETA. The centre 
offers its courses with or 
without accommodation. 
In 2020, for the first time, the 
Centre will run a 4-day course 
on Cannabis Production. Look 
out for more on this course in 
the March edition of the 
Smallholder. 
For the first half of 2020, what 
is on offer is available in the 
table below:

To apply, contact 
info@diclatraining.co.za or call 
071 657 8909.
q Africa Land-Use Training 
(ALUT) is an institution that 
offers courses hoping to 
contribute to sustainable land 
management in Africa. The 
courses are accredited with the 
Agri-SETA. 
Courses include grass identifi-
cation and veld management. 
Some courses are run at the 
ALUT training farm in 
Modimolle, Limpopo with 
others run at the Pretoria 
Botanical Gardens. In 2020, 
ALUT is running two 5-day 
courses around veld manage-
ment at the Botanical Gardens. 

The course costs R5 950 and 
will start on 2 March and 24 
August. 
For more information, contact 
ALUT at info@alut.co.za or 
078 228 0008.
q Beekeeping is a subject 
that is well-covered through-
out the year by a number of 
organisations, especially 
Gauteng's three beekeepers 
associations. Courses are held 
for beginners who wish to get 
into the beekeeping business, 
either as hobbyists or as small 
entrepreneurs, as well as for 
experienced beekeepers 
themselves on some of the 
advanced aspects of the craft, 
such as hive splitting, queen 
cloning, bee diseases, and the 
various aspects of correctly 
harvesting and preparing 
various bee products.
The Northern Beekeepers 
Association (known as 
“Northerns”) meets as a rule 
around Pretoria and caters for 
beekeepers around Pretoria. 
For details call Riekie on 082 
972 1889.

The Southern Beekeepers 
Association (“Southerns”) 
covers beekeepers in the 
Johannesburg, West Rand and 
southern Gauteng. Email 
Lantz at 
info@beekeepers.co.za for 
details.
The Eastern Highveld 
Beekeepers Association 
(“Easterns”) caters for 
beekeepers on the East Rand, 
as well as members in 
Mpumalanga. Call Mike on 
083 430 8707 for details. a

From page 19

COURSE   DURATION START DATES  COST
Care for Commercial Layers 4 days 3 Mar; 19 May R4 025
Produce Poultry Broilers  4 days 25 Feb; 24 Mar; 14 Apr;    

12 May; 23 June R4 025
Operate a Tractor 4 days 11 Feb; 14 Apr; 9 June R4 025
Animal Production 4 days 10 Mar; 26 May; 23 June R4 025
Hydroponics 4 days 11 Feb; 10 Mar; 21 Apr; 

12 May; 9 June R4 025
Tunnel farming 3 days 18 Feb; 17 Mar; 28 Apr; 

19 May; 17 June R3 450
General Farm Management 4 days 4 Feb; 31 Mar; 2 June R4 025
Cannabis Production 4 days 4 Feb; 3 Mar; 14 Apr; 

5 May; 2 June 

facebook.com/gautengsmallholder

Dicla Training Centre courses for 2020
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SNAKES

The smallholders of
Gauteng often come
into contact with

snakes on their properties.
Because of this, information is
circulated about possible

repellants for these slithery
creatures. Jeyes Fluid, condys
crystals, old oil, and moth
balls are all commonly used in
attempts to repel snakes.
However, according to

research conducted by
local scientists, none of
these substances are
effective in keeping
snakes away. During
the study, a number of
commonly used
repellants ~ gerani-

ums, Jeyes Fluid, naphtha-
lene, potassium permanga-
nate and Snake Repel were
tested. The study, which took
place on a game farm in
Northern Limpopo, proved
that none of these five
methods was more effective
than any other. This is the first
long term experiment
performed outdoors using a
passive trapping system that
provided strong evidence that
even with repeated

reapplication at high dosages,
the treatments were not
viable snake repellants.
The University of the
Witwatersrand undertook
similar studies and found the
same thing. Ultrasonic and
vibrating devices commonly
sold as snake repellants have
also been found to be

ineffective.
The African Snakebite
Institute has therefore
requested retailers to remove
snake repellants from their
shelves. “Selling a product
that does not work at all is
unethical and creates a false
sense of security amongst
people,” says the institute. �

Snake repellants don’t work, say scientists

The harmless Aurora house snake.
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WETLANDS

How to manage your wetland
Wetlands are areas

where the land
does not drain

well. The ground in a wetland
is saturated or very full of
water. Often the ground is
covered with shallow water.
You will know you are dealing
with a wetland if the soil is
wet and if there are wetland
plants such as bulrush,
papyrus, iKhwane grass,

iNcema or red swamp grass
growing in the area.
Some wetlands are always
flooded, while others are wet
only for part of the year, but
they will still have water
loving plants growing around
them and special, often dark
wetland soils with reddish
spots that look like flecks of
rust (or mottles).
Smallholders and farmers who
are lucky enough to have a
wetland on their land should
take great care of them, as
they are valuable in many
ways.
If we allow them to, wetlands:
� Help save water for the dry
times;
� Hold the water in times of
flood and thus help to prevent
flood damage;
� Prevent soil erosion and
retain sediments;
� Clean dirty or polluted
water;

� Are breeding grounds for
many wildlife species ~ from
waterfowl to amphibians to
fish;
� Absorb and store land-
based carbon;
� Provide homes for fish,
frogs, insects and birds;

� Provide grazing for
animals;
� Yield fibres for crafts;
� Give us medicinal plants;
� Support biodiversity,
forming a habitat for a dense
variety of plant and animal
species.

Continued on page 26
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From page 23

Common wetland plants.

Continued on page 27

Bulrushes.

Management of your wetland
is based on the idea that you
must not interfere with the
basic structure and you must
not disturb its ability to
conserve water.
So do not change the natural
flow pattern of the water. Do
not introduce other plants

which might affect the ability
of the wetland plants to do
their work.
But probably the worst thing
we can do is to drain the
wetland. When wetlands are
converted to cropland most
of the indirect benefits of the
wetland are lost, especially if
the wetland is drained.

Drained
wetlands are
less effective at
regulating
streamflow and
purifying water
because the
drainage
channels speed
up the
movement of
water through

the wetland.
Drainage increases the danger
of erosion by concentrating
water flow and thus increas-
ing the erosive power of the
water.
Draining can also have a
negative effect on the
composition of the soil.
One should rather think in
terms of working with the
wetland, instead of placing
any strain on it.
Consider planting crops (eg,
madumbe, or amadumbe
(Colocasia esculenta), more
commonly called taro in
other parts of the world)
which are tolerant of
waterlogging.
If you till, do so by hand, to
prevent soil compaction.
Harvesting by hand will
likewise cause less distur-
bance.
If we do not use pesticides
and artificial fertilizers, we
will have less impact on the
quality of the water.
Clear the area of alien

invasive vegetation, particu-
larly thirsty trees such as
willows, gums and wattles.
Pick up any litter that might
have been washed or blown
into the wetland.
If you leave the indigenous
vegetation undisturbed in
some areas the wetland can
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WETLANDS

From page 26

continue to serve its purpose,
while you can use the
balance.
Ensure that none of your

activities or those
of your neighbours
can affect t qualityhe
of the ecosystem.
Intensive livestock
production, certain
crop practises,
non-agricultural
activities such as
trucking yards or
workshops and

settlements with inadequate
sanitation can have a negative
effect.

Runoff from mines, industrial
areas and sewage works
typically has high pollutant
levels.
According to the Ramsar
Global Wetland Outlook,
climate change is also a direct
and indirect driver of change

to wetlands.
Natural wetlands are in
long-term decline around the
world ~ between 1970 and
2015, 35% of inland wetlands
were lost. Smallholders can all
play a small part in ensuring
wetland survival. �

A wetland.

Amadumbe or taro plant.
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INSURANCE
Insuring your smallholding and its contents

Continued on page 31

Immovable assets like dams can be insured.

Many smallholders
and small farmers
who regard

insurance as virtually unaf-
fordable, will be pleasantly
surprised at what cover is
available against agricultural
risks.
FinMark Trust reports that,
although smallholder
agriculture is a significant
component of (urban)
livelihood strategies, only

approximately 30% of
smallholder farmers utilise
formal insurance services.
However, this was primarily
personal life insurance cover
and only a negligible propor-
tion is noted for agricultural
insurance.
As climate change increases
the frequency and severity
of extreme weather events,
smallholders are becoming
more and more at risk.

Anyone who
is trying to
make an
income from
his land needs
to consider
protecting
himself from
the effects of
drought, theft,
disease,
flooding, fire
and storms.

What smallholders might not
realise is that you can insure
against very specific risks. For
example, if you have
livestock, you can insure
specifically against foot and
mouth disease, redwater
fever, heartwater fever, gall
sickness, pulpy kidney or blue
tongue, depending on the

species and
what is
prevalent in
your area.
You will have
to prove,
where
relevant, that
insured
animals have
been inocu-
lated against
the specific
illness within
twelve months
of their death and show proof
that the serum has been
correctly stored and used as
prescribed.
Or you can insure against
impotence in a pedigreed
bull or ram, as long as you
have a certificate to prove
fertility at the time of insuring.
More generally you can,
cover your bloodstock and
livestock against fire, light-
ning, storm, disease, violent

accident, accidental poison-
ing, freezing and attack. You
can cover
the animals while they are
being transported as well.
You can also be covered
against the risk of your
livestock breaking through
fences and roaming on to
roads or neighbouring land,
where they may destroy
crops or interfere with
breeding stock.

A pedigree bull can be insured.
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INSURANCE
Obviously you can insure
your immovable assets such
as buildings, dams, irrigation
systems, plastic tunnels,
boreholes, machinery,
electronic equipment, and
movables such as vehicles,
tractors and implements.
You can get cover for loss of
crop and hay stacks or bales.s
Some companies cover you
for dishonest and unlawful

actions by employees that
could harm your finances or
reputation.
If you run your business from
you plot you can have
business interruption
insurance.
But you are not going to be
covered in the event of
nationalisation, commandeer-
ing, expropriation or requisi-
tion by any lawfully consti-
tuted authority. �

From page 29

Many plot dwellers
are conscious of
their duty to adapt

their lifestyles in order to
lessen their impact on the
ecosystem. One of the things
that we are often encouraged
to do is to plant trees, as a
way of offsetting carbon
emissions.
Some South African research-
ers in the fields of biological
sciences and climate change

are seriously questioning the
wisdom or efficacy of planting
large numbers of trees,
particularly in grasslands such
as we have in Gauteng.
Although highly fragmented,
the Highveld contains the
greatest expanse of remaining
grassland in southern Africa.
However, while the Grassland
Biome is very rich in plants,
with nearly 3 800 plant
species recorded, because

fires are frequent, there are
very few woody plants such
as trees.
So it hardly seems logical that
we should create mini-forests
on our smallholdings, even if
we were to use trees that
naturally occur on the
Highveld.
There has been a commit-
ment by some African
countries, including South
Africa, to plant 100 million

hectares of trees by 2030. Yet,
recently published research
by Bond, Stevens Midgley,
and Lehmann challenges the
popular view that planting
trees is a credible way of
slowing global warming.
“We found that the benefits
of afforestation for reducing
atmospheric carbon are
paltry,” says Bond, “while the
costs to Africa in lost land for

TREES
Getting the most out of your trees

Continued on 32page
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agriculture, livestock,
conservation, and in manag-
ing vast plantations will have
to be borne for the foresee-
able future.”
The researchers' calculations
show that should Africa reach
its target of foresting 100
million hectares, only 2.7%
less carbon dioxide would
enter the atmosphere each
year.
Trees do indeed take up
carbon from the atmosphere

and store it in their wood,
leaves, and roots ~ all the
while providing pleasant
greenery and wildlife habitat.
The idea is so attractive that
some people plant trees to
counteract their own
individual carbon footprint.
We would rather suggest that
smallholders plant trees on
their plots for other reasons.
One of these would be as
windbreaks. A windbreak is of
course a barrier placed in the
path of the wind to divert its

flow upwards. Trees make the
most effective windbreak
because they grow tall, they
are long lasting and the space
between them can be
adapted. The wind speed is
considerably lessened with
the result that the physical
damage to flowers, fruit and
plants, caused by hail, heavy
rain, snow and sand, is
decreased or even prevented.
The quality and size of crops
are therefore improved.
A lower wind speed offers
greater protection to animals.
Animals are less exposed to
heat and cold, and losses as a
result of deaths and
decreased production are
lower. The sheltering effect of
trees reduces convectional
heat loss from livestock in
winter.
If a double row of trees is
planted as a windbreak, one
of the rows can in time be
used for saw-timber, poles or
firewood.
Where winters are exception-
ally cold and windy, wind-
breaks can be planted in the
shape of a square, right angle
or circle. The ideal shape,
however, is that of a kidney.
Under certain conditions
there are some tree species
that offer greater advantages
than others. In the cold areas
where frost occurs, deciduous
trees are more advantageous
than evergreens. Because
deciduous trees lose their
leaves in winter, they allow
greater air movement through
the branches, with the result
that there is less frost.
Evergreen trees can be
planted together with more
widely spaced deciduous
trees within the windbreak.
Start your windbreak with
fast-growing trees and shrubs
inter-planted with slower-
growing trees.
To obtain maximum effective-
ness, a thick hedge can be
planted on the side opposite
to the prevailing cold wind.
Consider planting Buddleja
auriculata (Weeping Sage) or

From page 31

Trees in the Highveld’s grassland
biome.

Continued on 33page



or (KarooBuddleja glomerata
sagewood), while Dovyalis
caffra (Kei-apple) makes an
impenetrable hedge. Small to
medium trees (2 8 m) include-
Acacia Ka roor (Sweet Thorn),
Acacia hebeclada (Candle
thorn), Brachylaena discolor
(Wild Silver Oak), Brachylaena
discolor var Transvalensis
(Coast silver oak) and
Dodonaea viscosa (Sand
Olive). Taller indigenous trees
include (WhiteCeltis africana
Stinkwood) (8 10m) and-
Podocarpus falcatus
(Outeniqua yellowwood)
which in Gauteng can reach
a height of 12m.

Another reason to plants
trees would be for shade.
Trees provide valuable shade
for livestock, to counteract
the detrimental influence of
heat as well as of cold on the
production of milk and meat,
to ensure the survival of
newly born animals, and to
prevent the weathering of
wool.
Stock-watering points must
be planned together with the
planting of trees. At every
watering place and in every
grazing camp, a minimum of
two trees must be planted to
prevent overcrowding of
animals under a single tree.
Too much manure and urine,

together with soil
compaction, will
cause a single tree to
die.
Shade trees reduce
radiant heat off the
ground during
summer. Therefore,
shelter from pasture
trees decreases stress
in livestock by

providing more comfortable
living conditions. Horses and
cattle are often seen resting
adjacent to a tree line to
shelter them from theselves
sun or wind.
Good shade trees of different
sizes include Ekebergia
capensis Euclea(Cape Ash),
crispa Halleria(Blue Guarri),
lucida (Tree Fuchsia),
Peltophorum africanum Sond
(African Wattle), Acacia galpini

TREES
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Trees as a windbreak.

From page 32

African Wattle.Continued on 35page
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TREESFrom page 33
(Monkey Thorn), Acacia
Karroo (Sweet Thorn),
Calodendrum capense (Cape
Chestnut) or Combretum
zeyheri (Large fruited
Bushwillow).
If you are choosing a tree to
plant in a pasture make quite,
sure that the fruit, flowers,
seeds or bark are not
poisonous to livestock. For
example the pods of Albizia
versicolor and Albizia
tanganyicensis are highly toxic
to stock, while the common
name for Smodingium
argutum is Agonybush or
African Poison Ivy, which says

it all.
If trees need to be planted in
veld where there is no regular
supervision, animals can be
kept at bay by covering the
trees with thorny branches or
barbed wire.
For young trees, fencing is
necessary to exclude the
animals from trampling the
trees, crushing shallow tree
roots and browsing on the
trunks and branches. Fencing
will prevent rubbing injury to
trees from livestock that like
to scratch.
For stabilising
soil. Trees in
the pasture
have the
added effect
of stabilising
the soil and
reducing soil
erosion. Leaf
litter and
small fallen
twigs add
organic
matter which

improves soil fertility.
And, as habitats. An added
benefit is that many of these
trees provide homes and
food for birds and butterflies,
as well as nectar for bees.
For firewood. If you have an
open wood ire to heat yourf
home in winter, a regular on-
going supply of dry cut wood
will be necessary. You will, of
course, be using anything that
dies and falls of its own
accord, as well as prunings

of larger branches. But,
depending on your fire, you
may find yourself short and
scrounging around among
your neighbours once
everything on your plot has
been cleaned up. Thus,
regularly planting one or two
fast-growing trees purely for
their wood in a few years'
time will ensure you an
uninterrupted supply, with the
added advantage of the
mulch to be enjoyed when
the tree is felled. �

Protecting young trees.
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BEEKEEPING

Beekeeping is one of
the oldest recorded
agricultural pursuits.

We know, for example, that
the harvesting of honey can
be traced back to long before
the first depictions of bees
and honeycomb on the walls
of the earliest Pharaonic
temples in Egypt, and Old
Testament references to bees
and honey are positively
modern by comparison.
And while the art and science
of beekeeping may have
evolved over the centuries,
the principles remain the
same: House the bees in a
secure space that gives them
adequate air and warmth,
and space to make their
combs, and harvest only as
much honeycomb as the bees
can spare from their own
needs.
Strange it is, therefore, that in
many countries ~ and South

Africa is no exception ~ the
demand for honey far
outstrips the amount avail-
able. One would have
thought that with bees being
found in nature, and requir-
ing nothing more than a hive
and a source of pollen and
nectar, that every landowner
would have found a spot on
his property on which to
house a few hives, and from
whence he would harvest
honey and wax, at least, for
sale.
Fortunately, farmers in Africa
are discovering the value of
keeping bees on their
properties, not only for the
value of the products from
the hives ~ honey and
beeswax ~ but also because
they are starting to see the
benefits of the bees as
pollinators, and as security.
Farmers in Kenya, for
example, are applying an

age-old discovery to crop
protection. Having observed
(nothing new, really, it has
been known in wildlife circles
for generations) that ele-
phants are scared of bees
(they apparently don't like the
bees stinging the soft and
tender end of their trunk, or
around their eyes) Kenya's
farmers are hanging beehives
around their fields to protect

their crops. At the same time
they are ensuring that their
crops are pollenated by the
plentiful bees in close
proximity.
But it's not only “old-tech”
that Africa's farmers are
embracing. There's hi-tech,
too. In Zambia, for example,
incidentally one of the more
productive African countries

Farmers across Africa embrace bees

Continued on 38page
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BEEKEEPING

SOIL HEALTH

for bee products, beekeepers
have established text groups
to keep in touch and let each
other know about buying
and selling opportunities,
collections and deliveries. In
this way much of the
marketing uncertainty
relating to any farming
enterprise is facilitated,
enabling even the most
rurally-based micro-producer

to enter the mainstream
industry in a meaningful,
sustainable way.
These, and many other
issues, are among the topics
regularly discussed at the
monthly meetings of
Gauteng's three beekeepers
Associations.
All three associations
welcome new beekeepers to
their regular meetings and
have active Facebook pages

to keep members abreast of
developments.
The Northern Beekeepers
Association (known as
“Northerns”) meets as a rule
around Pretoria and caters
for beekeepers around
Pretoria. For details call
Riekie on 082 972 1889.
The Southern Beekeepers
Association (“Southerns”)
covers beekeepers in the
Johannesburg, West Rand

and southern Gauteng.
Email Lantz at
info@beekeepers.co.za
or details.
The Eastern Highveld
Beekeepers Association
(“Easterns”) caters for
beekeepers on the East
Rand, as well as members
in Mpumalanga. Call
Mike on 083 430 8707
for details. �

From page 37

All soil is composed of
mineral particles (sand,
clay and silt), organic

matter, air and water. It is a
“living” system in that it
breathes. However, it is
surprisingly fragile.
Topsoil is the layer that allows
plants to grow and it varies in
depth from 13 to 25cm. We
are dependent on topsoil for

the plants that we and our
livestock eat.
Topsoil is the most fertile layer
of soil because it contains the
most organic, nutrient-rich
materials. Once this nutrient-
rich layer is gone, few plants
will grow in the soil again.
It can take up to 1 000 years
to produce just 2-3cm of soil,
but over 33% of the earth's

soils are already degraded
and 90% could become
degraded by 2050, according
to the UN Food & Agriculture
Organisation.
Land degradation means
reduction in the potential of
the land to support crops and
animals t is brought about. I
through wind and water
erosion, overgrazing and over

stocking, frequent deep
ploughing and monoculture,
as well as extreme weather
events caused by the climate
crisis. Excessive use of
chemical fertilisers and
pesticides also affects the
long-term fertility of the soil.
Water erosion takes different
forms, including sheet, rill and

Continued on page 40

Preserving your top soil
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SOIL HEALTH
gully (dongas) erosion. Runoff
refers to the draining away of
water (or substances carried
in it) from the surface of an
area of land.
Wind erosion happens when
the land has dried out due to
lack of rain and where it is flat
enough for the wind to carry

away particles of soil.
Extreme weather conditions
such as drought, higher
temperatures, storms and
flooding will make these
forms of erosion worse.
Overgrazing is responsible for
about half of the soil degrada-
tion in Africa. It leaves soils
bare of vegetation and at the

mercy of the
elements. It also
compacts the soil,
stopping water
infiltration in the
ground ~
meaning water
runs off on the
surface and does
not recharge

groundwater.
Factors such as the slope of
the land, soil texture and
structure, the amount of
organic material, vegetation
and land use will also
influence soil erosion.
Figures stating how much
topsoil has been lost world
wide are not always scientifi-
cally accurate. Soil scientists
talk of loss of tons of soil per
hectare per year.
Looking at soil erosion maps
of , according to Dr GarrySA
Paterson of the Soil Science
division of the Agricultural
Research Council, “The most
susceptible areas include the
interior of the Eastern Cape,

where duplex soils (a sandy
topsoil abruptly overlying a
structured clay subsoil, often
with a high sodium content).”
In some of the worst affected
areas the figures may be as
high as 50 tons per hectare
per year. He goes on to state
that “Gauteng is not very
susceptible, with large areas
of red soils, which are quite
stable, mainly due to the
kaolinite mineralogy.”
However, smallholders and
small farmers cannot take
their topsoil for granted and
should consciously practice
soil and veld management
methods which protect the
soil.

Continued on 42page

From page 38

Cross section of topsoil.
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SOIL HEALTH
Consider reduced tillage and
no-till methods of cultivation.
These methods protect the
soil surface and reduce runoff.
Once you have planted,
apply mulch spread~
material such as decaying
leaves, grass clippings, bark,
wood chips or compost
around the plants, to form a
protective cover over the soil
surface. Mulching thereduces
average sediment concentra-
tion, soil loss and erosion rate,
and runoff.

Leaving the crop residue,
such as stalks and stubble,
leaves, and seed pods on the
land, from the previous
planting also forms a kind of
mulching.
Cover crops are crops, usually
grasses or legumes, which are
planted between, or some-
times with, regular crops,
primarily to protect and
improve the soil. That
protection helps to reduce
erosion. Change in tempera-
ture and rainfall could affect
soil nutrient levels. However,
be cautious in using chemical
fertiliser and aim to fill
nutrient gaps rather than
simply increasing total N and
P content. Time fertiliser
application to coincide with
maximum plant uptake
periods and apply fertiliser in
regular smaller doses rather
than in a few large doses.
Encourage beneficial
microbes, bacteria and
earthworms in your soil. They
will convert organic matter
into soil and add extra

nutrients.
You can leave
unploughed grass
strips between
ploughed lands or
apply strip
cropping ~
growing different
crops on alternate
strips of ground
preferably following the
contour of the land.
Ensure that there are always
plants growing on the soil,
and that the soil is rich in
humus. Organic matter is one
of the significant constituents
of soils, affecting soil structure
and stability, water and
oxygen holding capacity and
nutrient storage, and support-
ing numerous soil micro flora
and fauna. It also influences
the infiltration capacity of the
soil, therefore reducing runoff.
Frequent applications of
compost and manure
counteract the effect of rising
temperatures and increase
carbon storage in fields.
Use crop rotation and inter-

cropping to increase soil
organic matter and nutrients.
Where possible, rotate
between grains and nitrogen-
binding legume crops.
If you have livestock on your
land, reduce them consider-
ably to give the veld a chance
to recover. Find out more
about appropriate stocking
rates and grazing intensities.
Experiment with shallow
trenches running parallel to
your crop rows in order to
channel rainwater ~ a form
of in-field rainwater harvest-
ing. This action reduces
erosion and retains water
where it is needed.
As they say at the ARC:
“Don't treat soil like dirt!” �

From page 40

Cover crop.
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EVENTS

Add these shows to your calendar
There are many reasons

to take a day off to visit
a local show or fair and

Gauteng's calendar is starting
to mature into a regular
picture of shows and fairs
around the province, geared
very often specifically to the
needs and interests of local
smallholders.
� 5-8Randfontein Show,
March, Greenhills Stadium,
Homestead Ave, Randfontein.
This is the 34th holding of the
event organised by the
Randfontein Publicity
Association which, while not
an agricultural show, will
attract visitors and stallholders
from the surrounding
smallholder areas. The show
runs morning to night on each
day, with a packed schedule
of entertainment at various
venues in the showground.
Entry varies from R80 to R100
for adults depending on the
day, with discounts available

for pensioners and children.
� Walkerville Agricultural
Show, 14-15 March,
Walkerville Showground, off
the R82. This is the 58th
version of the show which
was first held in 1948. It is
Gauteng's only real old-style
agricultural show with
displays of livestock, espe-
cially poultry and rabbits, new
and vintage tractors and
machinery, fertilizer and
veterinary pharmaceuticals,
and stalls selling everything
from fresh vegetables and
plants to handicrafts and
homewares. Entrance is free,
after paying for one's parking.
� Organic & Natural
Products Expo Africa 2020,
8-10 May, Wanderers
Stadium, Corlett Drive,
Johannesburg. While not
strictly an agricultural show
many small producers of
quality organic and natural
products will be featuring

their wares. The show will
provide aspirant producers
with ideas on marketing and
distribution channels and will
be an important opportunity
to meet producers in similar
and competing fields.
� 12-Nampo Harvest Day,
15 May, Nampo
Showgrounds between
Klerksdorp and Bothaville,
Free State. While not a
Gauteng show, Nampo is
worth a visit by anybody
interested in agriculture,
however small or large. This is
South Africa's premier
agricultural show and in
addition to every kind of
agricultural machine features
bakkies, trucks, yellow metal,
and sports vehicles so visitors
have plenty of opportunity to
“kick tyres”. A large compo-
nent of the show caters to
farmers' wives, including
homeware, carpets, furniture
etc. There is an exhibition of

most of SA's breeds of cattle,
sheep, pigs and goats. Ideally
one needs two days to see
everything but this is difficult
unless you book well in
advance as accommodation
within many kilometres
around is at a premium. But
one can see a good propor-
tion of the show in one day,
by car, leaving Gauteng at
0600 or 0700, and leaving
the show at 1500 or 1600 for
the drive home. Or, you can
fly in, as the showgound has
its own landing strip and air
traffic controller for the show.
� 13-15 August,Kragdag,
Diamantvallei Landgoed,
Rayton. Run in conjunction
with Solidarity this popular
show has as its theme “Doen
jou eie ding” and while it was
originally largely about self-
sufficiency it has grown into a
more general show with an
important agricultural
component. �



CONDITIONS:

1. All submissions must be pre-paid
before publication.
2. A Tax Invoice will be issued upon
receipt of payment.
3. Deadline for placement and payment is
the 15th of the month prior.
4. To submit your ad please email
graphics@gautengsmallholder.co.za
and we will send you our bank details for
EFT or cash deposit.All ads submitted are automatically uploaded free of charge to www.sasfox.co.za
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facebook.com/gautengsmallholder

RECEIVE THE GAUTENG

SMALLHOLDER BY MAIL.

SUBSCRIBE ON PAGE 60.

R210 A YEAR.

Classified advertisements in this section
cost R105 VAT included for up to 50
words. To place your advertisement in
the next edition call 011 979 5088 for our
bank details or email
graphics@gautengsmallholder.co.za

FOODSTUFFS

Fresh eggs – R30/tray for medium and
R40/tray for large (tray of 30 eggs).
Fochville area. Call Annemarie on 082 928
5415.

MISCELLANEOUS

Home appliances: Cupboard clearout of
unwanted items. Pasta maker, new; steam
mop for tiles, carpets, windows, etc,
vertical; Kodak Digital photo frame (as new;
still in the box); Garmin Nuvi 42 LM GPS.
Take the lot (no individual sales) for R1 000
cash & collect Benoni. Call Sheila 084 705
6485.

Stop thieves: Outdoor wireless alarms
for houses, cottages, outbuildings.
4 outdoor wireless sensors, main control
panel, 2 remotes, siren, battery etc.
R2 800 installed in Jhb or DIY. Also cut
fence alarm.
Contact Colin 079 180 2853.

TRACTORS &

IMPLEMENTS

Haymaker (slasher) 2.2m R35 000,
Konskilde 19 tand R18 000, Skoffelploeg (7
tand) 1.8m R7 000, Hamermeule R14 000
Dis 14 skaar R14 000, 2 skaar raamploeg
R6 500 prys onderhandelbaar. Anton Brittz
Cell: 083 353 2831.

LIVESTOCK

Exotic ducks, geese and swans for sale.
Sebastepol geese ~ R3000 a pair.
Mandarin and Carolina ducks ~ R 700 a
pair. Contact Hilko, 082 853 6510, Pretoria.

PLANTS &

PRODUCE

Grow Garlic. Available ~ garlic 'seed',
stackable drying racks, harvesting tool,
irrigation pipe, fittings, sprinklers. 082 852
1629.

Fruit & nut trees. Olive, peach nectarine,
plum almond, apricot, walnut, prune,
pomegranate, pecan nut, apple, cherry,
pear, fig, quince, mulberry, lemon and
grape vines. Vereeniging.
Contact Douw 084 506 5125.

Raspberry canes. Easy growers, 1-2
plants per bag (small) R20 each collected.
Plant now for fruit next year. Call Pete on
072 587 9137.

Indigenous trees. 40 varieties available.
Aloes also in stock. Contact 082 801 9555.

Pekaneutbome te koop R130, ,
wichita/pawnee/choctaw Cell 072 153.
8776.

TOOLS &

MACHINERY

Garden Appliances: Ryobi RBV3010
garden blower-vacuum with mulch bag,
almost new; 8 litre spray bottle for weed
killer, fertilizer etc; Skottel braai complete
with stand pipe and 7lb Cadac bottle. All
three items as a job lot (no individual
sales), R900 cash & collect Benoni. Call
Sheila 084 705 6485.

Woodworking Tools: Workshop clearout:
Black & Decker professional quality
Workmate foldable and adjustable work
table, Table clamp and assorted G-clamps,
heavy-duty bench vice, glue gun. Take the
lot for R850 (no individual sales) cash &

collect Benoni. Call Sheila 084 705 6485.

Power Tools: Workshop clearout: Fragram
40-140W welder with Thermamax autodark
helmet and plain full-face helmet, with
magnetic welding corners, AEG SB-2-16
13mm hammer drill with keyed chuck , Wolf
13mm drill (old), Large assortment of drill
bits, Black & Decker 115mm angle grinder,
Makita power planer, Ryobi jigsaw, Bosch
belt sander, Delta sander. Take the lot for
only R2 900 cash & collect Benoni (no
individual sales). Call Sheila 084 705 6485.

Hand Tools: Workshop clearout: 2 x
hacksaws, assorted files, rasp etc, assorted
spanners (metric and imperial) &
screwdrivers, assorted pliers, set Allen
keys, set ½” socket spanners, Box of
assorted screws, rawlbolts and fasteners,
box of assorted grinding tips of various
shapes and sizes, and assorted sanding
consumables. Take the lot (no individual
sales) for R950 cash & collect Benoni. Call
Sheila 084 705 6485.
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ATTENTION CRAFT MARKETS, CLUBS

ETC: If you would like details of your events
included in the Diary, please fax or email
your information to the Editor. For non-
commercial enterprises this service is
FREE.

NOTE: FARMERS' & CRAFT MARKETS.

For a listing of REGULARLY HELD markets
and fairs please see the separate section on
page 51. Only markets that are held
infrequently are now listed in this calendar
section.

Every Sunday

SA Lipizzaners weekly display at 10h30. SA
Lipizzaner Centre, Dahlia Rd, Kyalami. Go
to / call Lizelle on 079www.lipizzaners.co.za
716 4792 for details of special shows.

Cattle drive with City Slickers breakfast,
Diamond X Cowboy Ranch, near Rayton.
Call Rudan on 082 410 3180 / visit
www.diamondxranch.co.za, R500 per
person.

Mnandi Methodist Church, 09:00, Mnandi
Centre, cnr Tulip and Short Streets, Jen 083
709 3235 or Gail 072 477 0708, a small
community who worship together. We have
a Youth and Children's church.

Premier Mine Presbyterian Church Lower,
Oak Ave, Cullinan. Garden of
Remembrance (Columbarium) 079 060,
9990 or 012 734 1640 Worship and Sunday,
school. Holy Communion for all on the 1st
Sunday of every month.

Every Monday

Alcoholics Anonymous. 'Courage to Change'
Group meeting, 19:30, NG Kerk, 8 Canadair
Ave, Impala Park, Boksburg, call Warren
082 335 0049 or Tony 082 443 4425, if you
want to drink – that's your problem! If you
want to stop – that's our problem! No fees;
no dues; just concerned fellowship.

2020

February

1: Vaalbank Country Market at Kakiebos on
the R515 near Rayton, from 10h00. Wide
variety of community stalls and even art
classes. Enquiries: WhatsApp Karen on 081
271 2300.
1: Mayville Market, Mayville Mall. 08h00 –
15h00. Outdoor market.
1: Mnandi Market, Die Windpomp Lapa, 86
Boundary Road, Mnandi. Fresh produce,
artisanal breads, hand made and
homegrown goods, plants, herbs,
succulents and more.
2: Country fair, carboot sale and food court
at Uncle Tim's Cabin, Benoni.
3-7: Introductory Course in Poultry
Proiduction. ARC Irene Campus. R3 200.
Contact Ms Mpho Makhanya,
makhanyam@arc.agric.co.za / 012 672
9153.
9: Full moon
9: Antique, Arts and Crafts Market at Uncle
Tim's Cabin, Benoni.
9: Tree Owl Community Market at
Brandmuller's Garden Pavilion, 5 Dave

Nourse St, Unitas Park, Vereeniging. GPS: -
26.627823, 27.927976. 09h00 – 14h30.
Stalls with hand-crafted goods, home-bakes,
olives, honey, food stalls, cash bar, tea
garden, DJ Cowboy Marius Dippenaar live
from 12h00. Free entry! Please bring
canned food to go towards the Be-Blessed
Project. Book for Sunday lunch, R120 per
person. Contact Anneri on 083 300 2919.
Follow us on Facebook: Acorns Coffee
Shoppe. Enquiries: Michele 083 378 0715
10-14: Introductory Course in Beef Cattle
Management. ARC Irene Campus. R3 200.
Contact Ms Mpho Makhanya,
makhanyam@arc.agric.co.za / 012 672
9153.
23: New moon
28: Mayville Market, Mayville Mall. 08h00 –
15h00. Outdoor market.

March

1: Country fair, carboot sale and food court
at Uncle Tim's Cabin, Benoni.
2-6: Veld Management Training. Pretoria
Botanical Gardens (Environmental
Education Centre). R5 950 per person.
Contact or Frits vancourses@alut.co.za
Oudtshoorn at 078 228 0008.
5-8: Randfontein Show, Greenhills Stadium,
Homestead Aver, Randfontein.
7: Goliat van Gat Pumpkin Festival at 15h00
at the Pretoria Farmer's Market in Silverton.
Prizes include R15 000 for the heaviest
pumpkin, another R5 000 for the heaviest in
Gauteng, R25 000 for a new record in South
Africa and R100 000 for a world record
pumpkin ~ the biggest pumpkin could
therefore win the full prize money of R145
000. For enquiries, contact Henri Combrink
on 082 552 9428 or culliboer@gmail.com.
7: Mnandi Market, Die Windpomp Lapa, 86
Boundary Road, Mnandi. Fresh produce,
artisanal breads, handmade and
homegrown goods, plants, herbs,
succulents and more.
7: Mayville Market, Mayville Mall. 08h00 –
15h00. Outdoor market.
8: Antique, Arts and Crafts Market at Uncle
Tim's Cabin, Benoni.
8: Tree Owl Community Market at
Brandmuller's Garden Pavilion, 5 Dave
Nourse St, Unitas Park, Vereeniging. GPS: -
26.627823, 27.927976. 09h00 – 14h30.
Stalls with hand-crafted goods, home-bakes,
olives, honey, food stalls, cash bar, tea
garden, live music from 12h00. The market
supports the feeding scheme at Laerskool
Unitas, members of the public are asked to
donate canned food towards this project.
Follow us on Facebook: Acorns Coffee
Shoppe. Enquiries: Michele 083 378 0715
9: Full moon

11-13: Artificial Insemination course. ARC
Irene Campus. R2 500. Contact Ms Mpho
Makhanya, makhanyam@arc.agric.co.za /
012 672 9153.
14: Overvaal Dexter Club’s 12th annual
sale, Willem Prinsloo Agricultural Museum,
R101, Rayton.11.00am. Call BKB van Wyk
Auctioneers 076 862 8797
14-15: 58th annual Walkerville Agricultural
Show, Walkerville Showgrounds, Old
Vereeniging Road, Walkerville.
17-20: Dairy Processing – Cheese course.
ARC Irene Campus. R5 000. Contact Ms
Mpho Makhanya,
makhanyam@arc.agric.co.za / 012 672
9153.
19-20: Dairy Processing – Yoghurt and
Maas course. ARC Irene Campus. R3 500.
Contact Ms Mpho Makhanya,
makhanyam@arc.agric.co.za / 012 672
9153.
20: Equinox
21: Human Rights Day
24: New moon
28: Mayville Market, Mayville Mall. 08h00 –
15h00. Outdoor market.

April

4: Mayville Market, Mayville Mall. 08h00 –
15h00. Outdoor market.
4: Mnandi Market, Die Windpomp Lapa, 86
Boundary Road, Mnandi. Fresh produce,
artisanal breads, hand made and
homegrown goods, plants, herbs,
succulents and more.
5: Country fair, carboot sale and food court
at Uncle Tim's Cabin, Benoni.
8: Full moon
10: Good Friday
12: Tree Owl Community Market at
Brandmuller's Garden Pavilion, 5 Dave
Nourse St, Unitas Park, Vereeniging. GPS: -
26.627823, 27.927976. 09h00 – 14h30.
Stalls with hand-crafted goods, home-
bakes, olives, honey, food stalls, cash bar,
tea garden, live music from 12h00. The
market supports the feeding scheme at
Laerskool Unitas, members of the public are
asked to donate canned food towards this
project. Follow us on Facebook: Acorns
Coffee Shoppe. Enquiries: Michele 083 378
0715



Every Thursday Bryanston Organic & Natural Market 09:00 – 15:00 40 Culross Road, Bryanston 011 706 3671 Quality hand crafted goods,
(off Main Road) enquiries@bryanstonorganicmarket.co.za unique art and fresh organic

and naturally grown produce.

Every Saturday Pretoria Boeremark 05:30 – 09:30 Moreleta Street entrance, 012 804 8031 or 079 987 1025 Fresh produce, traditional bazaar
Krige Street ext, Silverton treats like jaffles, kaiings with pap

& boerewors rolls.

The Hazel Food Market 08:00 – 14:00 Greenlyn Village Centre, Cor 078 593 7716 Fresh produce straight from the
Thomas Edison & Mackenzie www.hazelfoodmarket.co.za producer, coffee, eats on sale.
St, Menlo Park, Pretoria

Waenhuiskrans Plaas / Farmers 08:00 – 13:00 Cor of Veda & Enkeldoorn Ave Marius 084 505 3393 or Stalls: Food, arts and crafts,
Market opposite Montana Traders office 012 567 6076 to book a stall fresh produce, eggs, chicken,
and next to Kollonade Centre meat, fruit & veg, kiosk, Maders pies,

coffee.

Glenfresh Farmers Market 08:00 – 12:30 30 osite Stefan: 082 829 0185 Local naturally grown produce,Olifantsfontein Rd (opp
Midrand , market@glenfresh.co.za hand crafted goods, home bakedRMM Builders) Glen Austin

o & s) treats, raw honey, biltong.(C r Allan Olifantsfontein Rd

Bryanston Organic & Natural Market 09:00 – 15:00 40 Culross Road, Bryanston 011 706 3671 Quality hand crafted goods,
(off Main Road) enquiries@bryanstonorganicmarket.co.za unique art and fresh organic

and naturally grown produce.

Waterfall Estate Farmers Market 09:00 – 15:00 Waterfall Estate, Robyn 083 311 4768 Fresh produce, pickles, preserves
Midrand and home industry & craft, food, etc.

Enquire about stall prices.

Niche Community Market 09:00 – 15:00 Walkerville Country Market Ivan 084 590 2312 Fresh produce, crafter's market, food
Walkerville Showgrounds market@walkervillesa.co.za court, craft beer, play area, pet friendly.

Bosheuvel Fresh Produce 08:00 – 14:00 54 Glory Road, Muldersdrift Mitch 082 553 2846 Outdoor country experience, working
farm cattle, sheep and pigs.
Free range meat, cheese, eggs, poultry,
and craft beer.

Midrand Circles Market 09:00 - 15:00 118 Allan Road, Glen Austin Margaret 079 394 5054 Freshly locally grown produce, raw honey,
indigenous flowers & trees, food stalls,
fresh meat stalls, cheese, eggs, coffee,
books, gallery, and paint your own
ceramics.

Pretoria Noord Boeremark 07:00 – 13:00 101 Rooikat Straat, Hestea Park Githea 081 304 2070 Baked goods, traditional pap & kaaiings,
vetkoek, pancakes, jewelry, plants,
fresh meat, cheese, woodwork and art.

Every Sunday Waterfall Market 10:00 – 17:00 Waterfall Park, Magwa Cres, 064 759 6154 Live entertainment, fresh artisanal tastes &
Halfway House, Midrand flavours, craft beverages, kid’s play area &

plastic-free zone.

Fourways Farmers Market 09:00 – 16:00 Cor Montecasino Boulevard & 011 465 0877 Get your groceries…in the garden!
William Nicol Drive, Fourways www.ffmarket.co.za

Vaalbank Country Market 10h00 – 15h00 Kakiebos on the R515 near Rayton 081 271 2300 Wide variety of community stalls
and even art classes!

Regular Farmers’ MarketsGauteng Food
NOTE: This is a listing ONLY of markets held weekly. Markets held less frequently are listed in the DIARY(eg 1st Saturday of each month)
section of the magazine and we urge readers to check each month for dates and events of interest.
We would like this list of food markets to be as comprehensive as possible. If you know of farmers’ food markets that are not listed here,
please email us the contact details of the organisers, and details of the market. Only FOOD markets are included.
Similarly, if you know of markets in this list that have CLOSED please inform us so that we can delete incorrect or outdated information.
We invite you to tell us of your experiences when visiting these markets so that we can better inform our readers. Were they as advertised?

g @gmailWas the produce on sale plentiful, well-priced, well-presented and fresh? Email your comments to autengsmallholder .com
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DAY WHAT WHEN WHERE CONTACT WHAT TO EXPECT

Saturday

Sunday

Thursday
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Conditions:
1. Classified Advertisements published in the magazine cost R105 VAT included for a maximum of 50 words. Prepayment

is essential. Contact us for our bank details to do your EFT deposit.

In addition to publication in the magazine2. Classified Advertisements will be moderated and uploaded to our sister website,

at no additional chargewww.sasfox.co.za . They will remain on the site for a calendar month,

unless requested otherwise by the advertiser.

3. Only ONE insertion per application, and one category per coupon.
. Classified advertisements m4 ust be renewed monthly for repeat placements.
. The Publisher reserves the right to edit or omit advertisements at his discretion.6
. It is the Advertiser’s responsibility to ensure we have received the advert.6

Tel:
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USE THE COUPON BELOW FOR CLASSIFIED ADS on www.sasfox.co.zain the magazine and

Send your Classified dvertisements to us:A

BY FAX: 086 602-3882
BY POST: Box 14648, Bredell 1623
BY EMAIL: gautengsmallholder@gmail.com
BY HAND: 370 da Costa Dr, Bredell, Kempton Park

FOR ENQUIRIES TEL 0AND OUR BANK DETAILS 11 979-5088

Only R105 VAT incl for 50 words!
NEW!!
Reintroducing
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WRITTEN SMALLHOLDERS, SMALLHOLDERSBY FOR

My younger sibling, I'm told, was conceived one night
in late-1999 after too much whisky and Dad
declaring that “nobody else has done it and the

people could really benefit.” See, my younger sibling is this
magazine. Eight years my junior, she has been a part of my life
as long as I can remember. She barreled into our lives, clattering
and spitting paper all over the floor, in January 2000 and since
then has occupied space at the table (sometimes literally…but
more on that later). She paid for three decent high school
educations, a couple of degrees and countless tubs of Ultra Mel
and other treats for her three (mostly) human siblings. My Dad
~ publisher, editor, writer, sales rep, designer, photographer,
bookkeeper, printer, IT technician, driver, oh, and smallholder
~ has nurtured and grown this magazine as he has his three
(mostly) human children.
The year 2000 was one filled with lots of new beginnings. It
was a new millennium, I and my middle brother were starting
at a new school, my eldest brother was starting high school and
my Dad had decided he no longer wanted to be a consultant in
the shipping industry, and chose to start his own magazine. The
Gauteng Smallholder: How to make your plot profitable.
At the end of January 2000, Dad produced his first edition of
what was to become our fourth sibling. In her infancy, she was
thin and pale, with a handful of advertisers (some of which are
still with us) who helped her hit milestones each month as her
loyal fan-base of readers grew. Articles included a guide on how
to build a plot fence, caring for your lawn and keeping geese. It
will come as no surprise that at the time, the children of the
house were coerced into building a fence, mowing the lawn
and had not long before taken delivery of four geese.
As children growing up on a smallholding, we rode horses,
grew our own vegetables, watched lambs being born, collected
eggs, mucked-out stables, rebuilt tractor engines and made jam.
All three of the human siblings learned to drive on Dad's 1950s-
vintage Ferguson Vaaljapie (named Cinderella in the family, and
a regular feature in the magazine over the years).
We fought veld-fires, mended broken fences and fell off the
neighbour's donkey. A lot of these experiences, I realise now,
were made possible by the magazine and at times were done
in aid of the magazine. As any true smallholder knows, the best
way to get something done is through trial and error ~ and the
more kids (read free labour) you can get involved, the better!
As the magazine reached toddler age, she became the noisy

force of a toddler who's just learnt to walk and talk. She was
printed at home in a converted double garage, on large loud
machines that seemed to my child's eyes to suck up heaps of
paper and occupy a lot of my Dad's attention. Her pages were
placed on the dining room table, where women walked
around collating the magazine by hand. For years, we did not
eat at the dining room table because our youngest sibling had
stubbornly taken up occupancy there.
As a young girl, I didn't care
much to learn how the
machines worked. My eldest
brother, however, got stuck in
helping out, until on one
Saturday night when manning
the machines alone, he caught
his arm in a gear ~ requiring a
trip to the Casualty Dept of
the local hospital, and 30
stitches. I learnt as a result that
human flesh makes an
excellent gear polish and
lubricant. That gear shone like
a new one, right up until Dad
sold the press years later!
About ten years ago, as the
magazine entered her teenage years, printing the magazine at
home was taking longer and longer each month and it was
becoming clear this wasn't the route to long-term growth. Dad
did the calculations and realised it was not actually cheaper to
print the magazine at home and (finally) outsourced the job.
She really hit her stride then, she came into her looks and we
got our dining room table back. Dad started taking annual
leave and he and our Mom were able to go on holiday for the
first time in many years. And readers continued to sing the
magazine's praises.
Because at the core of this magazine, throughout her life, has
always been plot-life. The was created to benefitSmallholder
people living on plots, to give them a one-stop-shop of advice,
news and local suppliers all with the aim of making living on a
plot easier, successful and fulfilling. As she turns 20, the
magazine has taken her rightful place as a member of the
family. She is beloved by us all. And she is (and we are)
thankful to you, the reader, for 20 years of support, and
hopeful for 20 more.

The fourth sibling

A Commemmorative Column,

by a younger Blommetjie,

on the magazine’s beginning
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