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W
ith everybody by now sick to the back teeth of the 'virus
and its associated lockdown, future gazers are turning their
thoughts to how the future might look for us all. For, to be
sure, life will change in ways both subtle and not so subtle.

In particular, two threads seem to be emerging which may, or may not, be
complementary to one another.
The one, which predates the pandemic, is the notion that we are in, or entering, the
fourth industrial revolution, with the exhortation that if we in South Africa don't take
urgent action we will be left behind the rest of the world.
The fourth industrial revolution (4IR) refers, of course, to the enhanced use of artificial
intelligence (computers, to you and me) in the way humans live their lives. This, in
turn, refers to working remotely, virtual reality, using artificial intelligence for predictive
modelling, robotics and many other aspects of modern life.
4IR will have us interacting with computers rather than humans for many of the
repetitive, and some not so repetitive, tasks of daily living.
In turn, 4IR will require the average person to be much more computer literate, and
connected, and will, for its development, require huge numbers of software develop-
ers, programmers and technicians etc.
What this model seems to play down, if not miss entirely, is that it does very little, if
not nothing at all, to level the playing fields between rich and poor, rural and urban,
advantaged and disadvantaged.
Certainly, in a country such as ours, the enthusiastic adoption of 4IR will not narrow
the inequality gap between rich and poor. If anything it will widen it. This is, after all, a
country where children still drown in pit latrines at school, and where education and
healthcare at the most marginalised end of society is woeful, to say the least. Let alone
the provision of affordable high-speed data links to rural communities.
It also seems to ignore the fact that people will still need to eat, clothe themselves and
have houses to live in, however 4IR-savvy they may be.
The second thread, that has emerged directly from the worldwide lockdown in the
face of the pandemic, is more economic in nature and has been punted by a group of
eminent international social scientists centred on the World Economic Forum at
Davos, and is being dubbed the Global Economy “Great Reset”.
The basic thread to this argument is that we now, thanks to the pandemic and its
aftermath, have an ideal opportunity to reprogramme the world's activities on to a
more sustainable, equitable path.
The argument acknowledges that we cannot continue on our present trajectory,
consuming non-renewable resources with happy and ever-increasing abandon, while
allowing emissions and pollution to overwhelm us.
But with the world in economic turmoil and with its peoples asking where we go from
here the scientists argue now is the right time to seek out new philosophies for living
and implement policies and practices that are sustainable and better for the planet.
In so doing, the Great Reset argues that inequality, hunger and poverty are the big
issues that the nations of the world will have to tackle.
And here it gets interesting. Rather, they say, than attempting to uplift the poor and
marginalised to the economic levels of the middle classes ~ which would inevitably
require increasing the damaging exploitation of those aforementioned non-renewable
resources ~ the standards of living and levels of consumption of the middle classes
will have to diminish, so that equality is achieved by the downward trajectory of the
middle classes towards the poorer elements of society.
That notion, of course, flies in the face of just about every economic principle of the
modern age, except perhaps for those of discredited Communists and the Left.
Which is where the arguments embodied in 4IR and the Great Reset would seem to
collide.
For, as the middle classes become less wealthy, as they are inevitably doing thanks to
the pandemic, there will be greater emphasis on the need to secure the basics of life.
Food, shelter, warmth etc. And at that stage whether anybody other than the very rich
will in fact give a fiddler's toss about computers, intelligence and all the other para-
phernalia of the connected life is open to debate.
For smallholders, whose connectivity is often doubtful anyway, the situation is perhaps
simplified. Because with a bit of work and application on our plots we have, if nothing
else, the ability and wherewithal to keep ourselves fed, sheltered and warm.

Two paths to the future

Preparing firewood is an important
winter task on a smallholding, and the

Stihl MSA-200 CB battery-powered
chainsaw is ideal for the task.
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MAILBAG

The Editor welcomes your letters, comments and
opinions, but reserves the right to edit and
shorten as necessary.
Senders’ names and addresses must
be included. Afrikaans letters will be
translated. Post mail to: Letters,
PO Box 14648, Bredell 1623
or fax 086 602-3882 or e-mail
gauteng gmail.comsmallholder@

Sir ~ Just a note, follow-
ing your Growing for
Good article in the

May/June edition: A nursery in
Springs is buying veggies from

our local farmers and selling it
to us. Lovely and fresh and the
prices are very reasonable.
Makes us all winners. Us
'townies' are working on our
veggie gardens (good, helpful

article) but in the meantime
distributing Bottles & Bags of
Hope.
Marilyn Spendlove
via WhatsApp
Bottles & Bags of Hope, aka

Suggestions for helping the needy

NEWS

The judge who heard an
urgent High Court
interdict case brought

by the NSPCA last month that
delayed the export of some
70 000 live sheep to the
Middle East, recused himself
from the case following an
urgent appeal by the defen-
dants, a Middle Eastern
livestock trading company

named Al Mawashi.
Following the granting of the
NSPCA's interdict Al Mawashi
lodged an appeal arguing that
the judge was biased and that
he should recuse himself,
which he did.
The NSPCA's interdict, and Al
Mawashi's rebuttal thereof,
was therefore to be reheard
by a fresh judge as this edition

went to press.
The original NSPCA interdict
successfully granted a delay in
the shipment of the sheep
until at least till 16 July when
a case brought by the NSPCA
to argue against live sheep
exports from South Africa is
set down to be heard before
the court.
The urgent interdict became

necessary following the arrival
at East London of a 40-year-
old converted car carrier, the
Al Messilah, operated by Al
Mawashi.
The interdict prevents Al
Mawashi from loading the
sheep aboard any of its
vessels till after the verdict of
the July case is known.

Developments in NSPCA’s sheep ship case

Continued on next page

Continued on next page
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MAILBAG
Jar of Hope, recipe: In an
empty coffee, gherkin etc
jar pour half cup rice, half

cup dry soup mix, half cup lentils,
one unwrapped stock cube, one
packet of instant soup powder.
This lightweight, long-lasting
mixture requires no refrigeration,
can be handed to indigent
people as a personal contribution
to their wellbeing and is enough
to provide a meal for four
people, or provide multiple
meals for one person. All the
person needs to do is add 2.5
litres boiling water and stir. The
rice can be substituted by pasta.
One can also pack this into a
Ziplock bag if one has no jars.
~ Editor

From previous page

NSPCA

NEWS

Al Mawashi have been
amassing a cargo of sheep at
their feedlot at Berlin, Eastern

Cape for some time.
The shipment of live sheep to
the Middle East at this time of

year sees the ship arriving in
the waters of the Gulf when
temperatures there are
approaching their maximum,
leading to deaths from
heatstroke. In 2017 the Al

Messilah was banned from

loading Australian sheep
following an incident where
about 3 000 head of sheep
died aboard, out of a cargo of
some 69 000, because of
defects. ❁

From previous page

Onderstepoort focus of farm attacks

Continued on next page

Previously ~ a few years
ago ~ Muldersdrift and
surrounds held the

dubious record as the centre
for farm attacks and murders

in Gauteng, as criminal
elements turned the
smallholdings in the region
into a veritable battleground.
With the advent of the Covid-

19 lockdown, however, the
focus seems to have shifted,
with the plots near
Onderstepoort north of
Pretoria having become the

target of intensified attacks in
recent weeks.
In one 24-hour period no
fewer than seven cases have

agriengconsulting.co.za
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PTA ATTACKSFrom previous page

Stock theft, a problem
that lost South African
livestock owners R1,24

billion in the 2018/2019
financial year, might have a
solution. A new project
integrating DNA technology
as part of livestock identifica-

tion has been introduced to
cattle farmers by the Gauteng
Dept of Agriculture & Rural
Development (GDARD) in
Western Gauteng (Merafong,
Rietfontein, Randfontein and
Johannesburg).
The project is being run in

conjunction with the
Agricultural Research
Council's (ARC) Livestock
Identification Catalogue
(LidcatTM), which perma-
nently stores hair samples
from animals along with bar-
coded identification cards
under optimal storage
conditions. The use of DNA
technology provides each
animal with a unique DNA
profile that does not change

over time. The DNA profile is
captured in the ARC's
database and in the event of
stock theft, animal identifica-
tion or ownership disputes,
the DNA profile can be
compared to that of the
animal in question. The
GDARD funds have allowed
samples of the livestock of 60
farmers in the region to be
collected since the project
began in April 2019.

CATTLE
DNA could solve SA’s stock theft problem

Continued on next page

been registered at the Pretoria
North police station, involving
attacks on plots within a
radius of a few kilometres.
The cases involve attempted
murder, armed robbery and
attempted robbery. In one

case two victims sustained
head injuries, while in another
an 18-year-old was shot in the
neck.
Responding to the attacks in
the Onderstepoort area the
Democratic Alliance in
Gauteng called upon the ANC
provincial government to take
the issue of crime in rural
areas more seriously, saying
“It is high time that the
Gauteng MEC for Community
Safety, Faith Mazibuko
urgently intervenes and
implements measures to
ensure that our rural commu-
nities are kept safe.”

clickrewards.co.za
gautengsmallholder.co.za
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According the ARC, response
to the project has been very
positive and it is calling on
farmers and smallholders in
the Western Gauteng region
to participate. For more
information, contact Dr
Pranisha Soma at the ARC,
Animals Production campus
on 012 672 9218 or
pranisha@arc.agric.za. ❁

CATTLE
From previous page

Carrying a chicken
incorrectly will only
end badly, whether

you are raising chickens for
the pot or for the eggs. Your
birds must be handled and
carried properly to ensure
they live stress-free lives. The
sight of someone walking
down the road holding a live
chicken by its wings or, even
worse, upside downholding it
by its feet, is sadly all too
common in smallholding
areas. The argument that it's
just going to be slaughtered
anyway does not mean that it
should be treated cruelly
while it is still alive.
But, before carrying a chicken,
you must catch it first. Anyone
who has kept chickens will
know how undignified it can
be to run around trying to
catch a chicken, so when
doing so try to prevent the
“chicken rodeo”.

Ideally any handling of your
poultry should be done in dim
light or at night, when the
chickens are docile. Buy a
headlight, preferably with a
red light, as it's less disturbing
than a bright white light. This
leaves your hands free to
handle your chickens. By
working quickly and quietly,
you should be able to do
what you wanted to do before
the whole flock is awake and
moving about.
If you have to catch a chicken
during the day, get help and,
together, try to herd it into a
corner.
Some poultry owners use a
large fishing net when
catching the birds. Once they
are in the net, they soon calm
down because they can see
that they can't get away and
then it is easy to pick them
out without causing any stress.

POULTRY

How to catch and
carry your chickens

Continued on next page
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When you pick the chicken
up, place your strongest hand
on the middle of its back,
securing the wings as much as
possible with that hand.
Do not grab for wings or tail
feathers.
With your other hand secure
the legs and lower part of the
body and gently and slowly
lift the bird.
Be sure to hug it close to your
body so it is difficult for it to
flap about or jump down and
it makes it feel more secure.

Carrying a chicken

The best way to carry a
chicken is to have your hand
under the bird's breast and
tummy with two fingers
between the legs and the
other fingers on the outside of
each leg, while the bird sits in
a comfortable position resting
on the palm of your hand.
Make sure that it can still see
where you are going,
otherwise it will become
frightened and try to escape.

Always make sure the bird is
level and balanced, ensuring
that it feels secure. If it feels
unbalanced or tilting, it will
panic, and start flapping its
wings. Not only is this
stressful for the chicken, it
can also be dangerous for
you, as wing feathers can
scratch your face or get into
your eyes.
You should never pick up a
chicken by her feet or neck.
Not only will this cause
mental stress, it can also

cause physical damage to
your chicken,
both of which can lead to
health problems.
If the fowl is stressed, the
adrenaline released into its
bloodstream will toughen
the meat, so if you are
catching it for the pot it
makes sense to keep it as
comfortable as possible.
Birds should never be carried
by the head, by one leg or
one wing, or held upside
down ~ even if you are

carrying it to slaughter.
If you rear your chickens
from chicks, try to get them
used to being handled,
so that it is not such a
stressful time for them.
You need to inspect them for
parasites and injuries and the
more you do it, the quicker
they will become accustomed
to it. ❁

facebook.com/gautengsmallholder
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POULTRYFrom previous page

Holding a chicken by the legs
is incorrect.

bellandpaton.com
gautengsmallholder.co.za
facebook.com/gautengsmallholder


6

www.sasmallholder.co.za

wasapumps.com


15
www.sasmallholder.co.za

Smallholders who are
lucky enough to have
some sort of fireplace in

their homes have the facility
to keep themselves warm in
the most cost-effective and
sustainable manner, even if it
means cleaning out a grate

every morning after. For, a
roaring log fire, burning wood
from trees felled on one's own
property, is free of any cost
except for the labour needed
to prepare the wood.
But preparing the wood can
be a tiring, time-consuming
exercise unless one follows
some simple guidelines.
Let's assume that the tree you
are going to use has already
been felled, or has fallen of its
own accord, as felling trees is
an activity that should rather
be left to experts.

The first task you will face,
therefore, is to remove all the
stuff too small to burn as
firewood~ the brush, leaves
etc ~ so that you can see
and get to the wood to be cut
up. The first thing you will
notice is the sheer volume of
brush that you will remove.
Don't be dismayed: This will
provide you with the kindling
you require to start your fire
each night, and the balance
can be run through a
shredder or chipper to
provide you with mulch or

material for composting.
Now start cutting the wood
working from the ends of the

FIREWOOD

How to keep warm with wood

Continued on page 19

Axe with wood chopping block.
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remaining branches towards
the trunk, and only on those
branches that are not
touching the ground (and
therefore possibly supporting
the trunk). Each piece of
branch that you cut should be
no longer than the grate you
intend burning it in.
This makes loading it aboard
your trailer or bakkie for
carting to your woodpile less
fatiguing than dragging or
lugging long branches, and it
saves lugging those branches a
second time for cutting later.
Once all the upward-facing
branches have been cut rotate
the trunk to expose further
branches, and continue till
you are left only with the
thickest limbs and trunk.
Cut these, too, into grate-
length chunks.
At your wood pile separate
everything that is no thicker
than a man's calf and pile it
for burning as it needs no
further working.
Now for the bigger chunks.
You need to split them into
burnable-sized pieces. If you
are fit and strong you can get
some useful exercise splitting
these manually using a log
splitter ~ a long-handled axe.
To make the job easier you
need a hard, flat, level surface
to act as a chopping block, to
stand each piece of wood on.
Ideally this should be to about
knee height, so that the end
of the wood you are going to
strike is about waist height.
One of the thickest bits of the
trunk you have just cut will
usually make a good chop-
ping block, particularly if you

can anchor it firmly in place
on hard, level ground.
While sharpness of the blade
on the log splitter's head is
desirable, far more important

to the success of your splitting
activities will be the tightness
of the head on the handle,
and the nature of the handle
itself. The best handles are

made from imported
ash, which has long,
straight grain and
absorbs the shock of
each blow best,
leading to less fatigue
of the arms and
hands.
The usual action of
the splitter is as

follows: the first blow will
lodge the blade in the piece
of wood at (hopefully) roughly
the right position for the
desired split in the log. The
blade will be driven further
into the wood by hammering
it and the splitter up and
down on the chopping block
until it splits through. If you
are lucky, the last blow will
drive the blade downwards so
that it imbeds itself into the
chopping block itself, allowing

19
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FIREWOODFrom page 15

Manual hydraulic log splitter. Continued on next page
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FIREWOOD
you to let go and use both
hands to clear away the cut
wood.
Or, if your budget allows you
can invest in a hydraulic log
splitter. Commercially-
available log splitters come in
a variety of shapes and sizes.
The simplest are hand
operated hydraulic units
where the splitter head is
driven by a device not unlike
a car's bottle-jack. Slightly
bigger in capacity are units
driven by a 220V electric
motor. One places a log in
the splitter's bed and presses a
lever. This causes a hydrauli-
cally-driven splitter head to
slide down a channel and

cleave the log into two. If the
log is especially thick one can
place each half in the bed
and cleave it further until one
has the size of wood one
desires for burning.
Larger models are available
powered by petrol or diesel
engines, or by one's tractor's
PTO. Or, if you are adept at
engineering you can design
and build your own log
splitter. There are any number
of designs to choose from on
YouTube.
An innovation in the wood-
splitting business is a conical
drill bit-like device that, as it
screws itself into the wood,
gradually splits it.
How small should your bits of
wood for burning be? As a
general rule, to save you
labour and time, your big
wood can be no smaller than
the thickness of a man's calf.
But a couple of factors play
into this rule of thumb. The
first is the size of the grate in
which the fire will be built. In

a small grate it may not be
possible to build a fire big
enough to successfully
consume a thick log. The fire
won't get hot enough for long
enough to raise the tempera-
ture of a big log to combus-
tion point.
Secondly, the nature of the
wood itself. Softer woods
burn quicker and easier than
hard woods. Moreover, you
will need to get the balance
right between the amount of

relatively thin logs you have,
and the bigger pieces that
need splitting. In most cases a
tree with all its branches will
yield small wood in a ratio to
large wood that you will have
sufficient thin stuff to
combine with the thicker
stuff, aiming for a ratio of
about two thin to one thick.
But if you have insufficient
thin wood you will have to
split thick wood to make up
the shortfall. ❁

From previous page
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WEATHER

Despite good rains
over summer, the
Department of

Agriculture, Land Reform &
Rural Development has
cautioned South Africans
against rising food insecurity.
According to the department,
the Covid-19 lockdown and
the effect it has had on
household incomes has led
to an increase in urban food
insecurity as households
struggle to afford market

foods due to the disruption
of their income sources.
It is hoped that with the
harvesting of the year's
maize crops, this will assist
food stability into the second
half the year.
The department has also
warned winter crop farmers
to hold off planting until there
has been sufficient rainfall.
“Although above normal
rainfall is anticipated in winter
rainfall areas, soil moisture
and dam levels are critically
low, and not all areas might
receive the expected above
normal rainfall,” says the
department.
Because of this, it is warning
farmers to be conservative in
their planting.
What the next summer rainy
season looks like will only
be forecastable once patterns
of ocean temperature
variations in the Central
Pacific become known, which

will enable
oceanogra-
phers to
predict the
likelihood
of an El Nino
or La Nina
effect in the
summer
months. ❁

Food security remains a concern in winter

Good maize yields should help us through winter.

waterbok.org
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BAYER'S A ~ aDVOCATE

broad-spectrum dewormer ~
can be used as both preven-
tative and treatment.
It is applied topically to the
back of the neck and can be
used on puppies from seven
weeks old weighing over 1kg.
It has a success rate between
96 to 100% in treating above
mentioned parasites, as well
as preventing infection with
them.
As a treatment, vets prefer
the topical use of ADVOCATE

as dogs with diseases such

as Spirocercosis have
difficulty swallowing due to
the nodules they might have.

24
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ANIMAL HEALTH
WITH

Treating worms in dogs
The first of a new series of articles, in

partnership with Bayer, on common

ailments in pets, livestock & poultry
W

ith dogs the most
popular animal on
Gauteng's
smallholdings ~

85% of smallholders own
dogs, according to our
research ~ it is important to
ensure they are always in
good health, and worms are
one of the most common
causes of health problems for
dogs.

Roundworms

Roundworms (Nematodes)
are a group of parasites found
in dogs, other animals and
humans. In most cases the
adult worms live in the dog's
small intestine, feeding on the
contents of the intestine and
skin cells. Eggs of the
roundworm are passed
through the faeces and can
survive in soil for years.
Animals can become infected
with roundworm after eating
faeces (or soil: geophagia),
mice or rats (rodents act as
paratenic hosts). Additionally,
puppies can be infected
through their mothers ~
either before birth or via the
mother's milk.
Roundworm can be pre-
vented by cleaning up faeces,
keeping dogs away from small
mammals (eg, rodents) and
stray or untreated dogs (or

other carnivores) and de-
worming puppies. Symptoms
include coughing, runny
nose, vomiting after feeding,
or slimy unformed faeces. In
puppies, symptoms can
include abdominal pain,
agitation and crying, worms in

the faeces, and sometimes
death. Owners must pay
careful attention to litters ~
the mother's cleaning of the
puppies might hide some of
the symptoms.

Hookworms

Hookworms are a group of
roundworms (Nematodes)
that can penetrate the
animal through its skin that
is then carried in the blood
to the gastrointestinal tract.
Using sharp teeth in their

mouth, they suck mucosal
tissue causing small lesions in
the lining of the intestine
which results in bleeding and
can thus anaemia. Pale gums
and weakness are symptoms,
as are weight loss, bloody
stool, and a dull coat. In
heavy infections, skin irritation
can occur.
In pregnant and lactating
dogs, larvae can be trans-
ferred to the puppies through
feeding. Larvae can be found
in the milk for up to four
weeks after the mother has
given birth. If a mother has
had hookworms in the past,
the pregnancy might reacti-
vate dormant larvae causing
re-infection in the mother and
her new litter. The parasite
can also be transferred to
humans, and specially
children playing on sand
playgrounds or beaches are at

risk.
Whipworm

Whipworms are a group of
nematodes with the main
representative, Trichuris
vulpis, in dogs. Whipworms
mainly live in the caecum (the
beginning of the large
intestine) and in more severe
cases, the colon. Dogs can get
whipworm by ingesting an
infested substance such as soil
(geophagia), food, water,
faeces or animal flesh. The
whipworm is a blood-feeding
worm. Signs of infection
include mucus and blood in
the faeces, which may be foul
smelling, weight loss, anaemia
and general debilitation. In
younger dogs, an infection
may cause reduced growth.
However, not all animals
show symptoms, which results
in the dangerous assumption
that whipworm is not
particularly harmful.
Whipworm eggs can survive
in infested soil for several
years. However, the eggs are
affected by the drying out of

the soil. Infection can be
prevented by regular
deworming, picking up
faeces, and preventing visits
by untreated strays.
There is no evidence of
whipworm affecting cats, and
it is very rare for the parasite
to transfer to humans
(although it has been
reported in other countries).

Spirocerca lupi

Spirocercosis is a potentially
lethal disease caused by
another nematode parasite,
Spirocerca lupi. The worm is
around 1 to 2cm long and red
in colour. Dogs can pick up
the disease by eating certain
dung beetles infected with
the larvae of the worm. Mice,
rats or birds may also carry
the larvae. The larvae burrow
through the stomach and
migrate in the walls of the
gastric arteries until they
reach the aorta and oesopha-
gus and during this migration
they might cause nodules to
develop
Symptoms include coughing,
weight loss, regurgitation,
back pain, and the presence
of eggs in the stool.

An all-inclusive approach

Bayer’s
Advocate ~
suitable for
dogs from
1kg up and
7 weeks old.

Roundworm Hookworm

Adult Spirocerca

Whipworm egg

Registration Holder: Bayer (Pty) Ltd., Animal Health Division. Co. Reg. No. 1968/011192/07. 27 Wrench Road, Isando, 1601, South Africa.
Tel: + 27 11 921 5736. Fax: + 27 11 921 5395. www.bayeranimalhealth.co.za
Advocate for cats Reg. No. G3665 (Act 36/1947) Namibia NS0 V12/18.2/993 (Act 13 of 2003) contains imidacloprid 10% m/v, moxidectin 1,0% m/v.
Advocate for dogs Reg. No. G3664 (Act 36/1947) Namibia NS0 No. V12/18.2/992 (Act 13 of 2003) contains imidacloprid 10% m/v,
moxidectin 2,5% m/v. ® is the registered trademark of Bayer AG, Germany. L.ZA.MKT.06.2020.3755

bayeranimalhealth.co.za
bayeranimalhealth.co.za
gautengsmallholder.co.za
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ANIMAL HEALTH

Keeping livestock and
pets healthy must be
one of the most

important things a small-
holder does, regardless of the
reason for keeping the
animal. Because whether you
are keeping it to eat, to get
products milk or eggssuch as ,
as security or pest control, or
simply as an ornamental, the
animal will not perform its
role properly if it is sick.
A health plan must consider
all aspects of the animal's life,
including its environment and
diet, stress levels, and
immunity to diseases.
Looking at the whole
smallholding, instead of just
the animals, gives the
opportunity to observe the
interactions between soil,
plants, animals and weather;
and to recognise the changes
that occur when any of one
of those components
changes. The first step is
walking the plot. See it as a
whole entity. What do the
grasses and other pasture
plants look like? Are they
desirable plants? Are they
strong looking or yellowed
and weak? Are there bare
spots in pastures or is there
good ground cover? Are some
pastures in better shape than
others, or are they all
uniform? Are they overgrazed
or undergrazed? Walk
amongst the animals regularly,
to observe their alertness,
their coat condition and their

body condition. Pay careful
attention to females who
might be pregnant.
By walking the plot and
through the livestock, the
smallholder learns what is
normal and healthy, as well
as what needs attention. This
gives you an important tool in
determining what changes
need to be made theon
whole smallholding to ensure
continued good health and
wellness.
Health and wellness occur
through good nutrition and
low stress. In winter we need
to pay extra attention to

ensure that our animals are
receiving enough good feed,
through controlled grazing
and supplementation.
Good, balanced nutrition is
also important in building up
the immune system of the

animal. The immune system's
function is to ward off
disease, so the stronger and
healthier the animals are, the
less likely they are to contract
diseases.
The ability of the immune

Holistic approach to animals on plots

Continued on next page

georoc.co.za
abnormalroofing.co.za
gautengsmallholder.co.za
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system to fight and kill
disease-causing agents is
impaired by stress. Stress is
the effect of change on an
animal. It increases the
susceptibility to disease and
decreases the vitality or life
force of the animal. If animals
aren't fed well, are too
crowded, have dirty places to
sleep, are too pulled down
from calving or the weather is
too stressful, then they won't
be profitable.
Good management of pets
and livestock includes the
responsible use of medicines.
A programme aimed at
protecting animals from
disease includes inoculation,
deworming and dipping.
What follows is a series of
tables of common vaccination
programmes for pets and
livestock in Gauteng. The
Dept of Agriculture, Forestry
& Fisheries declares that
certain animals must receive
certain vaccinations. This is in
order to prevent the spread
of devastating diseases that
can wipe out entire heard or
flocks and in some cases can
affect humans as well. The list
that follows includes these
compulsory vaccines, as well
as some other very common
inoculations given in Gauteng
to help keep animals healthy.
A full vaccination programme
should always be developed
in consultation with your vet
and must take into account
why you have the animals
(breeding, meat, milk,
ornamental etc), your
property type (interaction
between species, pasture type
etc) and the size of your
flocks or herds.

When we inoculate or
vaccinate we inject or
introduce a serum, antigen,
or a weakened form of a
disease-producing pathogen
into the body of the animal,
in order to create immunity
to the disease. The animal
should therefore be in good
health when taken for
inoculation or vaccination.
Do not vaccinate if the
animal is stressed, exhausted,
nutritionally deprived or has

recently been ill. Certain
vaccines should not be given
to pregnant animals, so be
sure to read the labels.
Vaccines aren't miracle shields
against disease, but they do
bring about increased
immunity against disease.
Vaccines are made from
either dead or weakened
viruses (modified live – MLV)
and are given either individu-
ally or as a group
(multivalent).

If you are injecting or dosing,
ensure that someone is on
hand to help you to restrain
the animal.
Vaccinations such as those in
the following section do not
pr against worms, andotect
diseases carried by ticks or
fleas. Animal owners must
include these types of
diseases in their overall
health-plan in order to ensure
all aspects of animals'their
wellbeing is looked after.

ANIMAL HEALTHFrom revious pagep
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With the restrictions on
gatherings during the
Covid-19 pandemic

changing frequently, we have moved
our regular Diary section and our list
of Farmer's Markets to our website,
gautengsmallholder.co.za/diary, to
allow for real-time updates.

Trade show dates update
❑ Sakeliga Kragdag has been moved
to 3-5 December;
❑ Nampo Harvest Day has been
provisionally moved to 11-14 August.
The final decision, to be taken at the
end of June, was not yet known at
the time of going to press.

Some farmer's markets and other
events have resumed operations,
under certain restrictions.
If you intend on visiting a market or
attending an event, we recomend
contacting the organisers beforehand.
From next month, we will resume
publishing our Diary and Farmer’s
Markets sections.

CONDITIONS:

1. All submissions must be pre-paid
before publication.
2. A Tax Invoice will be issued upon
receipt of payment.
3. Deadline for placement and payment is
the 15th of the month prior.
4. To submit your ad please email
graphics@gautengsmallholder.co.za
and we will send you our bank details for
EFT or cash deposit.All ads submitted are automatically uploaded free of charge to www.sasfox.co.za
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Classified advertisements in this section
cost R105 VAT included for up to 50
words. To place your advertisement in
the next edition call 011 979 5088 for our
bank details or email
graphics@gautengsmallholder.co.za

MISCELLANEOUS

Stop thieves: Outdoor wireless alarms for
houses, cottages, outbuildings. 4 outdoor
wireless sensors, main control panel, 2
remotes, siren, battery etc. R2 950.
Installed in Jhb or DIY. Also cut fence
alarm. Contact Colin 079 180 2853.

PLANTS & PRODUCE

Wholesale plants: R5.00 - R20.00
Spekboom, Succulents, Lavender, Hebe,

Roses, Gaura, Salvia, Hedging, and many
more. Agapanthus ~ all sizes R 5-00 each.
Theresa 082 497 7931, Benoni.

Fruit & nut trees. Olive, peach, nectarine,
plum, almond, apricot, walnut, prune,
pomegranate, pecan nut, apple, cherry,
pear, fig, quince, mulberry, lemon and
grape vines. Vereeniging. Contact Douw
084 506 5125.

Raspberry canes. Easy growers, 1-2
plants per bag (small). R10 each collected.
Plant now for fruit in spring. Call Pete on
072 587 9137.

Indigenous trees. 40 varieties available.
Aloes also in stock. Contact 082 801 9555.

Cattle fodder. +/- 180 hand-made square
bales (15kg) of mixed species veld grass
(B-grade fodder - the stuff your livestock

graze in your field) available for R25/bale
collected in Bredell. Litter-free and mostly
dust-free. Species include Smutsfinger,
Rhodes grass, eragrostis, rooigras etc. Call
Pete 072 587 9137.

TRACTORS &

IMPLEMENTS

Ford 6600 tractor and 3 disc pipe plough,-
R120 000 . Mabopanefor both as a set
area. Contact Ali on 066 198 8866.

FARMING

REQUISITES

Fencing equipment: 28 1.8 Y-standards.
R ,00/each. 45 1.2m droppers.40
R7,00/each. Call 011 949 4048.

Trogtek self-feeder, “Varkbakke”. As ewn .
Medium R1 000 each and Large R2 000
each. Call 076 588 3738

PROPERTY FOR

RENT

Flat for lease in Bredell. 4 Bedrooms, 1 ½
bathrooms. Open plan kitchen, dining
room, lounge. Laundry/storeroom and
double carport. Pre-paid electricity. Large
garden. R10 500 rent per month, water
included. 083 461 3594.

facebook.com/gautengsmallholder

DIARY & FARMERS’ MARKETS

highveldhoney.co.za
vleissentraal.co.za
gautengsmallholder.co.za
gautengsmallholder.co.za/diary
facebook.com/gautengsmallholder
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Conditions:
1. Classified Advertisements published in the magazine cost R105 VAT included for a maximum of 50 words. Prepayment
is essential. Contact us for our bank details to do your EFT deposit.

In addition to publication in the magazine2. Classified Advertisements will be moderated and uploaded to our sister website,
at no additional chargewww.sasfox.co.za . They will remain on the site for a calendar month,

unless requested otherwise by the advertiser.
3. Only ONE insertion per application, and one category per coupon.

. Classified advertisements m4 ust be renewed monthly for repeat placements.

. The Publisher reserves the right to edit or omit advertisements at his discretion.6

. It is the Advertiser’s responsibility to ensure we have received the advert.6

Tel:

C ALASSIFIED DVERTISEMENTS
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USE THE COUPON BELOW FOR CLASSIFIED ADS on www.sasfox.co.zain the magazine and

Send your Classified dvertisements to us:A
BY FAX: 086 602-3882
BY POST: Box 14648, Bredell 1623
BY EMAIL: gautengsmallholder@gmail.com
BY HAND: 370 da Costa Dr, Bredell, Kempton Park

FOR ENQUIRIES TEL 0AND OUR BANK DETAILS 11 979-5088

Only R105 VAT incl for 50 words!
NEW!!
Reintroducing

gautengsmallholder.co.za
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Think back to your parents. If they'd lived through and
survived the Second World War they were probably not
scared of much, and probably not fazed by much that

went on around them.
Similarly, I am glad, as the world descends into anguish and
chaos, that I started my working career almost half a century
ago. Those nearly 50 summers have given me useful compari-
sons for survival today.
Is there a main observation one can make after a blessedly long
life in business? There are probably dozens, but the one which
sticks out is that people learn very little from history. If they did
they wouldn't persist in making stupid decisions, again and
again. For there seems to be the idea that to be successful in an
organisation, you have to make changes all the time.
Take SAA, for example. Way back in the early 70s a one-way
ticket from Johannesburg to Cape Town, economy class, cost
R104. For that one was served a hot meal on the two hour
flight, with metal cutlery, and free drink.
Over the years the fare increased markedly. But the on-board
offering changed markedly, too. First to go was the metal cutlery,
to be replaced with plastic. Then one had to pay for one's drink.
Then the hot meals became a sandwich or a roll. At one stage
food was just about done away with entirely, to be replaced
with an apple, a biscuit and a fruit juice. Then food came back,
but with plastic cutlery. Then beer and wine was offered free,
but one had to pay for spirits. And so on.
Today, of course, SAA is out of business, and on the few flights
now allowed social distancing and mask-wearing is the order of
the day, with no food or drink in flight. Who knows where we
will be in six months' time?
In 1977 the government sought to further protect the monopoly
of the railways from road hauliers by introducing the Road
Transportation Act (No 74 of 1977). This odious piece of law
made it illegal to carry most goods over long distances without a
permit, which was rarely given, with one exception.
It was OK to carry loads of anything up to one ton. Per vehicle.
A surge in sales of one ton bakkies and trailers resulted (a trailer
was seen as a vehicle), and the road courier industry was born.
But the transit time over long distances, such as between Cape
Town and Johannesburg, by road was too long for urgent
documents. And SAA, owned at that stage by the railways and
the only airline operating domestically, prohibited the commer-
cial tendering of parcels for carriage. So two enterprising fellows

started an air courier business between the two cities. One had
a flat in Johannesburg, and the other a flat in Cape Town and
they would each catch the 6pm flight, one from Joburg and the
other from Cape Town, with their collected packages in large
canvas suitcases that were tendered as their luggage. They
would sleep in each other's beds at night then spend the next
morning delivering parcels, and each afternoon collecting the
next load, before flying back that
night.
In the late 70s there was a fuel
shortage, you may remember.
And the government's response
was to restrict the opening hours
of filling stations and to reduce
the national speed limit to
50km/h.
In the 70s, too, you couldn’t buy
booze after lunchtime on
Saturdays, and never on Sundays.
Illogical, nonsensical and ineffec-
tive.
I was reminded of this when
Nkosazana Dlamini-Zuma
decreed that smoking and
drinking were verboten for the lockdown. Equally illogical and
nonsensical. And ineffective.
At the height of the sanctions era in the mid-80s, with inflation
running at upwards of 20%, there was a recession.
Today the talk is all about how bad the global recession of 2008
was, and comparisons between 2008 and today are routinely
made. In South Africa, Trevor Manuel's steady hand on the
finance sector meant 2008 was a walk in the park, economi-
cally, compared to, say, the chaos in the US. But 1984/5 was a
different story in South Africa. Factories were shuttered,
businesses closed, and every afternoon the pubs were full of
people drowning their sorrows. And when one was tired of
drinking, one went to a matinee movie to pass the time.
Today, of course, the pubs and cinemas are closed, SAA is out of
business, the petrol stations sometimes run out of fuel and the
lights go off periodically. Things are worse than the 80s.
But there's a bright spot. The courier companies are booming,
delivering all the stuff those of us who still have jobs have
bought online.

Change...we better get used to it
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