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W
ith everybody by now sick to the back teeth of the 'virus
and its associated lockdown, future gazers are turning their
thoughts to how the future might look for us all. For, to be
sure, life will change in ways both subtle and not so subtle.

In particular, two threads seem to be emerging which may, or may not, be
complementary to one another.
The one, which predates the pandemic, is the notion that we are in, or entering, the
fourth industrial revolution, with the exhortation that if we in South Africa don't take
urgent action we will be left behind the rest of the world.
The fourth industrial revolution (4IR) refers, of course, to the enhanced use of artificial
intelligence (computers, to you and me) in the way humans live their lives. This, in
turn, refers to working remotely, virtual reality, using artificial intelligence for predictive
modelling, robotics and many other aspects of modern life.
4IR will have us interacting with computers rather than humans for many of the
repetitive, and some not so repetitive, tasks of daily living.
In turn, 4IR will require the average person to be much more computer literate, and
connected, and will, for its development, require huge numbers of software develop-
ers, programmers and technicians etc.
What this model seems to play down, if not miss entirely, is that it does very little, if
not nothing at all, to level the playing fields between rich and poor, rural and urban,
advantaged and disadvantaged.
Certainly, in a country such as ours, the enthusiastic adoption of 4IR will not narrow
the inequality gap between rich and poor. If anything it will widen it. This is, after all, a
country where children still drown in pit latrines at school, and where education and
healthcare at the most marginalised end of society is woeful, to say the least. Let alone
the provision of affordable high-speed data links to rural communities.
It also seems to ignore the fact that people will still need to eat, clothe themselves and
have houses to live in, however 4IR-savvy they may be.
The second thread, that has emerged directly from the worldwide lockdown in the
face of the pandemic, is more economic in nature and has been punted by a group of
eminent international social scientists centred on the World Economic Forum at
Davos, and is being dubbed the Global Economy “Great Reset”.
The basic thread to this argument is that we now, thanks to the pandemic and its
aftermath, have an ideal opportunity to reprogramme the world's activities on to a
more sustainable, equitable path.
The argument acknowledges that we cannot continue on our present trajectory,
consuming non-renewable resources with happy and ever-increasing abandon, while
allowing emissions and pollution to overwhelm us.
But with the world in economic turmoil and with its peoples asking where we go from
here the scientists argue now is the right time to seek out new philosophies for living
and implement policies and practices that are sustainable and better for the planet.
In so doing, the Great Reset argues that inequality, hunger and poverty are the big
issues that the nations of the world will have to tackle.
And here it gets interesting. Rather, they say, than attempting to uplift the poor and
marginalised to the economic levels of the middle classes ~ which would inevitably
require increasing the damaging exploitation of those aforementioned non-renewable
resources ~ the standards of living and levels of consumption of the middle classes
will have to diminish, so that equality is achieved by the downward trajectory of the
middle classes towards the poorer elements of society.
That notion, of course, flies in the face of just about every economic principle of the
modern age, except perhaps for those of discredited Communists and the Left.
Which is where the arguments embodied in 4IR and the Great Reset would seem to
collide.
For, as the middle classes become less wealthy, as they are inevitably doing thanks to
the pandemic, there will be greater emphasis on the need to secure the basics of life.
Food, shelter, warmth etc. And at that stage whether anybody other than the very rich
will in fact give a fiddler's toss about computers, intelligence and all the other para-
phernalia of the connected life is open to debate.
For smallholders, whose connectivity is often doubtful anyway, the situation is perhaps
simplified. Because with a bit of work and application on our plots we have, if nothing
else, the ability and wherewithal to keep ourselves fed, sheltered and warm.

Two paths to the future

Preparing firewood is an important
winter task on a smallholding, and the

Stihl MSA-200 CB battery-powered
chainsaw is ideal for the task.
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MAILBAG

The Editor welcomes your letters, comments and
opinions, but reserves the right to edit and
shorten as necessary.
Senders’ names and addresses must
be included. Afrikaans letters will be
translated. Post mail to: Letters,
PO Box 14648, Bredell 1623
or fax 086 602-3882 or e-mail
gauteng gmail.comsmallholder@

Sir ~ Just a note, follow-
ing your Growing for
Good article in the

May/June edition: A nursery in
Springs is buying veggies from

our local farmers and selling it
to us. Lovely and fresh and the
prices are very reasonable.
Makes us all winners. Us
'townies' are working on our
veggie gardens (good, helpful

article) but in the meantime
distributing Bottles & Bags of
Hope.
Marilyn Spendlove
via WhatsApp
Bottles & Bags of Hope, aka

Suggestions for helping the needy

NEWS

The judge who heard an
urgent High Court
interdict case brought

by the NSPCA last month that
delayed the export of some
70 000 live sheep to the
Middle East, recused himself
from the case following an
urgent appeal by the defen-
dants, a Middle Eastern
livestock trading company

named Al Mawashi.
Following the granting of the
NSPCA's interdict Al Mawashi
lodged an appeal arguing that
the judge was biased and that
he should recuse himself,
which he did.
The NSPCA's interdict, and Al
Mawashi's rebuttal thereof,
was therefore to be reheard
by a fresh judge as this edition

went to press.
The original NSPCA interdict
successfully granted a delay in
the shipment of the sheep
until at least till 16 July when
a case brought by the NSPCA
to argue against live sheep
exports from South Africa is
set down to be heard before
the court.
The urgent interdict became

necessary following the arrival
at East London of a 40-year-
old converted car carrier, the
Al Messilah, operated by Al
Mawashi.
The interdict prevents Al
Mawashi from loading the
sheep aboard any of its
vessels till after the verdict of
the July case is known.

Developments in NSPCA’s sheep ship case

Continued on next page

Continued on next page
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MAILBAG
Jar of Hope, recipe: In an
empty coffee, gherkin etc
jar pour half cup rice, half

cup dry soup mix, half cup lentils,
one unwrapped stock cube, one
packet of instant soup powder.
This lightweight, long-lasting
mixture requires no refrigeration,
can be handed to indigent
people as a personal contribution
to their wellbeing and is enough
to provide a meal for four
people, or provide multiple
meals for one person. All the
person needs to do is add 2.5
litres boiling water and stir. The
rice can be substituted by pasta.
One can also pack this into a
Ziplock bag if one has no jars.
~ Editor

From previous page

NSPCA

NEWS

Al Mawashi have been
amassing a cargo of sheep at
their feedlot at Berlin, Eastern

Cape for some time.
The shipment of live sheep to
the Middle East at this time of

year sees the ship arriving in
the waters of the Gulf when
temperatures there are
approaching their maximum,
leading to deaths from
heatstroke. In 2017 the Al

Messilah was banned from

loading Australian sheep
following an incident where
about 3 000 head of sheep
died aboard, out of a cargo of
some 69 000, because of
defects. ❁

From previous page

Onderstepoort focus of farm attacks

Continued on next page

Previously ~ a few years
ago ~ Muldersdrift and
surrounds held the

dubious record as the centre
for farm attacks and murders

in Gauteng, as criminal
elements turned the
smallholdings in the region
into a veritable battleground.
With the advent of the Covid-

19 lockdown, however, the
focus seems to have shifted,
with the plots near
Onderstepoort north of
Pretoria having become the

target of intensified attacks in
recent weeks.
In one 24-hour period no
fewer than seven cases have
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PTA ATTACKSFrom previous page

Stock theft, a problem
that lost South African
livestock owners R1,24

billion in the 2018/2019
financial year, might have a
solution. A new project
integrating DNA technology
as part of livestock identifica-

tion has been introduced to
cattle farmers by the Gauteng
Dept of Agriculture & Rural
Development (GDARD) in
Western Gauteng (Merafong,
Rietfontein, Randfontein and
Johannesburg).
The project is being run in

conjunction with the
Agricultural Research
Council's (ARC) Livestock
Identification Catalogue
(LidcatTM), which perma-
nently stores hair samples
from animals along with bar-
coded identification cards
under optimal storage
conditions. The use of DNA
technology provides each
animal with a unique DNA
profile that does not change

over time. The DNA profile is
captured in the ARC's
database and in the event of
stock theft, animal identifica-
tion or ownership disputes,
the DNA profile can be
compared to that of the
animal in question. The
GDARD funds have allowed
samples of the livestock of 60
farmers in the region to be
collected since the project
began in April 2019.

CATTLE
DNA could solve SA’s stock theft problem

Continued on next page

been registered at the Pretoria
North police station, involving
attacks on plots within a
radius of a few kilometres.
The cases involve attempted
murder, armed robbery and
attempted robbery. In one

case two victims sustained
head injuries, while in another
an 18-year-old was shot in the
neck.
Responding to the attacks in
the Onderstepoort area the
Democratic Alliance in
Gauteng called upon the ANC
provincial government to take
the issue of crime in rural
areas more seriously, saying
“It is high time that the
Gauteng MEC for Community
Safety, Faith Mazibuko
urgently intervenes and
implements measures to
ensure that our rural commu-
nities are kept safe.”

clickrewards.co.za
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According the ARC, response
to the project has been very
positive and it is calling on
farmers and smallholders in
the Western Gauteng region
to participate. For more
information, contact Dr
Pranisha Soma at the ARC,
Animals Production campus
on 012 672 9218 or
pranisha@arc.agric.za. ❁

CATTLE
From previous page

Carrying a chicken
incorrectly will only
end badly, whether

you are raising chickens for
the pot or for the eggs. Your
birds must be handled and
carried properly to ensure
they live stress-free lives. The
sight of someone walking
down the road holding a live
chicken by its wings or, even
worse, upside downholding it
by its feet, is sadly all too
common in smallholding
areas. The argument that it's
just going to be slaughtered
anyway does not mean that it
should be treated cruelly
while it is still alive.
But, before carrying a chicken,
you must catch it first. Anyone
who has kept chickens will
know how undignified it can
be to run around trying to
catch a chicken, so when
doing so try to prevent the
“chicken rodeo”.

Ideally any handling of your
poultry should be done in dim
light or at night, when the
chickens are docile. Buy a
headlight, preferably with a
red light, as it's less disturbing
than a bright white light. This
leaves your hands free to
handle your chickens. By
working quickly and quietly,
you should be able to do
what you wanted to do before
the whole flock is awake and
moving about.
If you have to catch a chicken
during the day, get help and,
together, try to herd it into a
corner.
Some poultry owners use a
large fishing net when
catching the birds. Once they
are in the net, they soon calm
down because they can see
that they can't get away and
then it is easy to pick them
out without causing any stress.

POULTRY

How to catch and
carry your chickens

Continued on next page
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When you pick the chicken
up, place your strongest hand
on the middle of its back,
securing the wings as much as
possible with that hand.
Do not grab for wings or tail
feathers.
With your other hand secure
the legs and lower part of the
body and gently and slowly
lift the bird.
Be sure to hug it close to your
body so it is difficult for it to
flap about or jump down and
it makes it feel more secure.

Carrying a chicken

The best way to carry a
chicken is to have your hand
under the bird's breast and
tummy with two fingers
between the legs and the
other fingers on the outside of
each leg, while the bird sits in
a comfortable position resting
on the palm of your hand.
Make sure that it can still see
where you are going,
otherwise it will become
frightened and try to escape.

Always make sure the bird is
level and balanced, ensuring
that it feels secure. If it feels
unbalanced or tilting, it will
panic, and start flapping its
wings. Not only is this
stressful for the chicken, it
can also be dangerous for
you, as wing feathers can
scratch your face or get into
your eyes.
You should never pick up a
chicken by her feet or neck.
Not only will this cause
mental stress, it can also

cause physical damage to
your chicken,
both of which can lead to
health problems.
If the fowl is stressed, the
adrenaline released into its
bloodstream will toughen
the meat, so if you are
catching it for the pot it
makes sense to keep it as
comfortable as possible.
Birds should never be carried
by the head, by one leg or
one wing, or held upside
down ~ even if you are

carrying it to slaughter.
If you rear your chickens
from chicks, try to get them
used to being handled,
so that it is not such a
stressful time for them.
You need to inspect them for
parasites and injuries and the
more you do it, the quicker
they will become accustomed
to it. ❁

facebook.com/gautengsmallholder
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POULTRYFrom previous page

Holding a chicken by the legs
is incorrect.
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Smallholders who are
lucky enough to have
some sort of fireplace in

their homes have the facility
to keep themselves warm in
the most cost-effective and
sustainable manner, even if it
means cleaning out a grate

every morning after. For, a
roaring log fire, burning wood
from trees felled on one's own
property, is free of any cost
except for the labour needed
to prepare the wood.
But preparing the wood can
be a tiring, time-consuming
exercise unless one follows
some simple guidelines.
Let's assume that the tree you
are going to use has already
been felled, or has fallen of its
own accord, as felling trees is
an activity that should rather
be left to experts.

The first task you will face,
therefore, is to remove all the
stuff too small to burn as
firewood~ the brush, leaves
etc ~ so that you can see
and get to the wood to be cut
up. The first thing you will
notice is the sheer volume of
brush that you will remove.
Don't be dismayed: This will
provide you with the kindling
you require to start your fire
each night, and the balance
can be run through a
shredder or chipper to
provide you with mulch or

material for composting.
Now start cutting the wood
working from the ends of the

FIREWOOD

How to keep warm with wood

Continued on page 19

Axe with wood chopping block.
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remaining branches towards
the trunk, and only on those
branches that are not
touching the ground (and
therefore possibly supporting
the trunk). Each piece of
branch that you cut should be
no longer than the grate you
intend burning it in.
This makes loading it aboard
your trailer or bakkie for
carting to your woodpile less
fatiguing than dragging or
lugging long branches, and it
saves lugging those branches a
second time for cutting later.
Once all the upward-facing
branches have been cut rotate
the trunk to expose further
branches, and continue till
you are left only with the
thickest limbs and trunk.
Cut these, too, into grate-
length chunks.
At your wood pile separate
everything that is no thicker
than a man's calf and pile it
for burning as it needs no
further working.
Now for the bigger chunks.
You need to split them into
burnable-sized pieces. If you
are fit and strong you can get
some useful exercise splitting
these manually using a log
splitter ~ a long-handled axe.
To make the job easier you
need a hard, flat, level surface
to act as a chopping block, to
stand each piece of wood on.
Ideally this should be to about
knee height, so that the end
of the wood you are going to
strike is about waist height.
One of the thickest bits of the
trunk you have just cut will
usually make a good chop-
ping block, particularly if you

can anchor it firmly in place
on hard, level ground.
While sharpness of the blade
on the log splitter's head is
desirable, far more important

to the success of your splitting
activities will be the tightness
of the head on the handle,
and the nature of the handle
itself. The best handles are

made from imported
ash, which has long,
straight grain and
absorbs the shock of
each blow best,
leading to less fatigue
of the arms and
hands.
The usual action of
the splitter is as

follows: the first blow will
lodge the blade in the piece
of wood at (hopefully) roughly
the right position for the
desired split in the log. The
blade will be driven further
into the wood by hammering
it and the splitter up and
down on the chopping block
until it splits through. If you
are lucky, the last blow will
drive the blade downwards so
that it imbeds itself into the
chopping block itself, allowing

19
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FIREWOODFrom page 15

Manual hydraulic log splitter. Continued on next page

rototank.co.za
gautengsmallholder.co.za


20

www.sasmallholder.co.za

reapersagri.co.za
gautengsmallholder.co.za


21
www.sasmallholder.co.za

FIREWOOD
you to let go and use both
hands to clear away the cut
wood.
Or, if your budget allows you
can invest in a hydraulic log
splitter. Commercially-
available log splitters come in
a variety of shapes and sizes.
The simplest are hand
operated hydraulic units
where the splitter head is
driven by a device not unlike
a car's bottle-jack. Slightly
bigger in capacity are units
driven by a 220V electric
motor. One places a log in
the splitter's bed and presses a
lever. This causes a hydrauli-
cally-driven splitter head to
slide down a channel and

cleave the log into two. If the
log is especially thick one can
place each half in the bed
and cleave it further until one
has the size of wood one
desires for burning.
Larger models are available
powered by petrol or diesel
engines, or by one's tractor's
PTO. Or, if you are adept at
engineering you can design
and build your own log
splitter. There are any number
of designs to choose from on
YouTube.
An innovation in the wood-
splitting business is a conical
drill bit-like device that, as it
screws itself into the wood,
gradually splits it.
How small should your bits of
wood for burning be? As a
general rule, to save you
labour and time, your big
wood can be no smaller than
the thickness of a man's calf.
But a couple of factors play
into this rule of thumb. The
first is the size of the grate in
which the fire will be built. In

a small grate it may not be
possible to build a fire big
enough to successfully
consume a thick log. The fire
won't get hot enough for long
enough to raise the tempera-
ture of a big log to combus-
tion point.
Secondly, the nature of the
wood itself. Softer woods
burn quicker and easier than
hard woods. Moreover, you
will need to get the balance
right between the amount of

relatively thin logs you have,
and the bigger pieces that
need splitting. In most cases a
tree with all its branches will
yield small wood in a ratio to
large wood that you will have
sufficient thin stuff to
combine with the thicker
stuff, aiming for a ratio of
about two thin to one thick.
But if you have insufficient
thin wood you will have to
split thick wood to make up
the shortfall. ❁

From previous page
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WEATHER

Despite good rains
over summer, the
Department of

Agriculture, Land Reform &
Rural Development has
cautioned South Africans
against rising food insecurity.
According to the department,
the Covid-19 lockdown and
the effect it has had on
household incomes has led
to an increase in urban food
insecurity as households
struggle to afford market

foods due to the disruption
of their income sources.
It is hoped that with the
harvesting of the year's
maize crops, this will assist
food stability into the second
half the year.
The department has also
warned winter crop farmers
to hold off planting until there
has been sufficient rainfall.
“Although above normal
rainfall is anticipated in winter
rainfall areas, soil moisture
and dam levels are critically
low, and not all areas might
receive the expected above
normal rainfall,” says the
department.
Because of this, it is warning
farmers to be conservative in
their planting.
What the next summer rainy
season looks like will only
be forecastable once patterns
of ocean temperature
variations in the Central
Pacific become known, which

will enable
oceanogra-
phers to
predict the
likelihood
of an El Nino
or La Nina
effect in the
summer
months. ❁

Food security remains a concern in winter

Good maize yields should help us through winter.
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