
OCTOBER 2020
HOW TO MAKE YOUR PLOT PROFITABLE

GAUTENG

ESTABLISHED 2000 ~ 20 YEARS

IN THIS EDITION:
Need water? Try a windmill
Covid recession: Start a plot business
Preparing summer grazing
 ... and more ...

Now available

by WhatsApp 

& email



www.bomaster.co.za


PUBLISHED BY
Bowford Publications (Pty) Ltd

Established 1985
(Reg No 2004/019727/07)

PO Box 14648, Bredell 1623
Tel: 011 979 5088
or 076 176 7392

Fax: 086 602 3882
www.sasmallholder.co.za

facebook.com/gautengsmallholder

PUBLISHER & EDITOR
Pete Bower

gautengsmallholder@gmail.com

DEPUTY PUBLISHER
Catherine Bower

graphics@gautengsmallholder.co.za

RESEARCH EDITOR
Vanessa Bower

research@gautengsmallholder.co.za

ADVERTISEMENT SALES
Jackie Browning
Cell: 082 955 3162

adsales@gautengsmallholder.co.za

PRINT ADVERTISING RATES
( Full C l r 15% )All Rates o ou , incl VAT

Full Page - R7 920
Half Page - 4R 900

Quarter P - R2age 725
1/8 page - R1 440

Smaller sizes: R per col cm110
(Minimum size - 4 col cm)

( 1 )Black only: colour rate less 0%
Booking discounts

Payment lumpsum in advance.
3 insertions - less 10%
6 insertions - less 15%

(other payment and discount
options are available)

Circulation
Distributed free through outlets in

the Agricultural Smallholding
settlements of Gauteng and

adjoining provinces.

By Mail
To receive the by mailSmallholder
subscribe for only R210 per year.

See coupon in this edition.

Online Magazine
www.sasmallholder.co.za

Also available on WhatsApp and email

Free Online Classified Ads
www.sasfox.co.za

Copyright
Title and contents protected by

copyright. No part of this publication
may be reproduced or stored in any

form whatsoever without the prior
written permission of the publisher.

Disclaimer
While every care is taken to ensure
the accuracy of the information in

this journal, neither the Editor nor the
Publisher can be held responsible

for damages or consequences of any
errors or omissions. The Publisher does
not stand warranty for the performance
of any article or service mentioned in

this journal, whether in an
advertisement or elsewhere.

FRONT COVER

GAUTENGGAUTENG

MAGAZINE
HOW TO MAKE YOUR PLOT PROFITABLE

SAY YOU SAW IT IN THE GAUTENG SMALLHOLDER

COMMENT, by Pete Bower

Vol 21 No 10                          October 2020

A windmill. Read about windmills
in this edition.

The greatness of a nation and its moral progress can be judged by
the way its animals are treated ~ Mahatma Gandhi.

Two events in the field of seaborne livestock transportation last
month loomed large for animal rights activists, both in South Africa and interna-
tionally. First, after a protracted High Court battle, the NSPCA lost a bid to
prevent a Kuwaiti livestock trader, a company named Al Mawashi, from loading

sheep at East London aboard its 40-year-old ship named . To be fair, theAl Messilah
judge granted permission for the loading of a smaller number ~ 65 000 ~ than Al
Mawashi originally planned for, and made certain stipulations regarding pre-loading
inspection of the vessel, and veterinary checks of the animals, but the shipment went
ahead, and by the middle of last month the ship had reached the Persian Gulf port of
Kuwait City to discharge her cargo. In temperatures of 42 C.o

Meanwhile, further East off southern Japan, another livestock carrier, a relatively smaller
converted container ship named , lost engine power during a cyclone,Gulf Livestock 1
capsized and sank, taking with her 43 of her crew of 46. And nearly 6 000 head of
cattle. She was bound from New Zealand to China. Why are these incidents important?
Because they highlight the inherent risks to life, and the barbarity, of this trade.
The inherent risks to life are a result of the average ages of the ships, and thus their
overall reliability. Very few livestock carriers are purpose-built from scratch. The vast
majority have already had a career as, predominantly, container ships or small tankers,
and are converted by having animal-handling ramps, multiple decks with pens, watering
and feeding systems, forced air cooling, additional crew quarters, and carcass disposal
units fitted.
This is the cheap and cheerful end of the shipping industry, and minor matters such as
ship stability, engine reliability etc are often dismissed by owners keen to make a buck.
Also, there is little romance in being aboard a livestock carrier as a crew member,
surrounded by stench, and death. As a result, the crew who sign up on such ships are
invariably from the dregs of the merchant marine who either have no idea of animal
welfare or simply don't care.
And the practice is barbaric.
The animals are trucked or railed to the harbour, corralled on the quayside and driven
up the ramps into the ships, being “encouraged” by cattle prods and whips.
Once securely penned on one of the multiple decks, those unlucky enough to have
been loaded first, and thus on one of the lower decks, will not see the sunlight until
they reach their destination.
Water and food is provided, on the more sophisticated vessels by automatic conveyors
and drinkers. Bedding is not provided, the animals standing on metal grates for the
voyage. Handlers will periodically hose the pens down to remove droppings and urine.
Now anybody who has been to sea will know that a ship is in constant motion while
underway, swaying from side to side and, depending on the state of the weather,
pitching up and down. In humans it results in seasickness, and the cure is to fix one's
eyes on the horizon, which seems to settle one's brain. Sheep and cattle don't know this
and besides, those in the bowels of the ship don't have a view. As a result, some will
slip, injure themselves, and even die (the death rate on livestock carriers can be as high
as 20% of the total cargo).
Periodically, therefore, handlers will remove the carcasses from the pens, drag them to
the rear of the ship and drop them into a gigantic mincing machine which empties out
into the ship's wake, along with the faeces and urine laden wash water from the pen
cleaning.
Upon arrival at destination, two or three weeks after loading, the remaining animals,
weakened and considerably thinner than when they were loaded, are herded off the
ships, into quayside pens, and loaded aboard trucks or railway wagons, to be trans-
ported, in due course, to a slaughterhouse or sold for ritual slaughter. No living out their
days recovering from their ordeal in a cool and green pasture.
There is a better way. Slaughter the animals before loading, chill the carcasses until deep
frozen, pack them into refrigerated containers and send them off. No loss of condition
on the voyage, and no cargo loss through injury, sickness or death.
It behoves every person with any inkling of animal welfare in their bones to stand up
against this barbaric trade, and lobby the Dept of Agriculture, farmers unions and
anybody else involved, to put a blanket stop to seaborne live animal exports. Let us as
South Africans demonstrate our humanity towards animals to the world.

An abomination
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Sir ~ This week I dusted
off my July 2014 copy of
the Gauteng

Smallholder. This after an
almost violent confrontation
with the “chainsaw cretins”

on my plot. At the end of my
rereading Mr Colin
McGuiness' letter on page 5, I
ask: Have you visited the
Walkerville areas lately? Now
I regret buying a plot in this

area. This is the wild south.
Criminals. Lacadazical Police.
Chair-warming councillors
(Lockdown mafias). Criminals.
Land invaders. Scrap mon-
gers. Then there's Eishkom.

Where to from here?
Will we ever (again) see the
beautiful beguiling Walkerville
in this lifetime?
J Mazibuko
By email

The Editor welcomes your letters, comments and
opinions, but reserves the right to edit and
shorten as necessary.
Senders’ names and addresses must
be included. Afrikaans letters will be

Send your letters to:translated.
gautengsmallholder@gmail.com,
SMS or WhatsApp 076 176 7392.
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MAILBAG
What’s happened to Walkerville?

Nice to hear stories
that are real. This
magazine tends to do

that just right ~ you hear
both sides of the story in
farming, not only the good,
but also the short comings. I
recall a certain edition where
the editor talked about

shortcomings of starting a
smallholding, where he said
it's like just pouring money
into an endless pit where you
won't see it again. I realised
that this is very real but
having someone who knew it
and wrote about it gives such
hope that one is not alone in
the game. Thank you guys for
such a wonderful magazine.
Comment on Facebook

Telling both sides of the story NEWS

For the first time in its six-
decade-long history,
Grain SA's annual

Nampo Harvest Day was not
held in a field outside
Bothaville, but rather online as
Nampo Virtual. For four days
last month, visitors were
allowed, at their leisure, to
browse various stands, watch

talks and attend discussions …
all from the comfort of their
homes and offices.
While the event did not offer
the once-yearly face-to-face
catch-ups, tyre-kicking and

Nampo Virtual a success

Continued on next page
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NAMPO
chewing the fat amongst the
country's agricultural commu-
nity, it did allow suppliers to
showcase their new products,
services and technologies to
potential buyers. With more
than 36 000 visitors over the
three days, the virtual
experience allowed 93
exhibitors the chance to
connect ~ albeit virtually ~
with their customers, and to
continue that relationship
after the event was over.

The virtual stands appeared
uniform in their offerings with
links to videos, product
catalogues and contact
details, among other things.
They also allowed exhibitors
and visitors to interact via a
chat function, manned
throughout the day by staff,
who themselves may have
been working from home.
With a number of talks, panel
discussions and webcasts
planned over the four days,

visitors had to take the same
care in planning their
experience as they would the
“normal” Nampo, mapping
out their day in accordance
with the schedules of talks
and events.
One huge plus for this format
is that exhibitors and

exhibitions remained active
for a week after the event
had ended, allowing visitors
to continue to browse stands
long after the close of the
show. Also, the talks and
discussions are still available
for viewing on YouTube. ❁

From previous page

NEWS

Vegetable-growing
smallholders need no
longer be left out of

the commercial market. René
Horn, a market agent at the
Johannesburg Fresh Produce
Market is encouraging
smallholders and small
farmers to grow with the view
to receiving assistance sell
their crops.
With almost 13 years'
experience at the market,
working her way up from
desk clerk to agent, Horn has
gained knowledge that she is
now applying to assist small
farmers. She suggests that
small farmers who wish to

grow for sale at the market
contact her to establish a
relationship. With her
knowledge of seasons, market
influences and market
fluctuations, she will be able
to advise growers on what
sells best, what is in demand,
when and why. On that
advice, smallholders can plan
a vegetable crop that will be
in high demand for sale at the
exact time of harvest.
“A lot of agents will encour-
age farmers to bring their
produce, not necessarily
taking into account what is
already at market or what is
in demand, so produce is

then destroyed when it
doesn't sell. With my
knowledge and hands-on
approach, I will be able to
directly advise the grower
that certain crops do better at
certain times,” she explains.
She used the example of a
particular day in September
when a number of growers
contacted her requesting sale
of spinach. She was able to
tell them that the market was
full of spinach on that day,
which had driven the price
down so they would make
more money selling the
product directly to small
shops or vendors. “At R3 a

bundle, that wouldn't even
cover their transport.”
Because of this risk of waste,
Horn says, “Vegetables with a
longer shelf life will be ideal.”
She says pumpkins, gem

Take your veg to market

Ren Horn.é

Continued on next page
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squash and butternut are
good examples.
From the growers' point of
view, they will contact Horn
and tell her they have a crop
of gem squash, for example,
ready for harvest. Horn will
be able to gauge whether this
crop will do well and advise
the grower on the standard
method of packaging. This
may be in cardboard boxes,
sugar pockets and so on.
Horn will advise what
quantity to package in each
box or bag. “There are
suppliers at the market where

growers can buy packaging,
some new and some used. If
the box is used, the grower
will just need to modify it to
their specifications. This also
means that they have the
chance to develop their own
brand recognition, and seeing
their name alongside major
commercial farmers will make
them proud.” A grower can
bank on taking home about
88.5% of their sale earnings,
net of market and agent's
commission. Transport cost to
the
market
is for

the producer's own account.
For smallholders who already
grow vegetables for their
families and staff, it is not a
huge leap to add some square
meterage to their existing
vegetable garden for the
growing of products destined
for market. Using Horn's
advice, planting particular
crops at the right time with
the knowledge that by the
time they are ready for
harvest it will be an in-
demand vegetable,

smallholders can use their
existing space and skills to
earn a living, become self-
sustainable and create jobs.
Horn works predominantly in
the vegetable section, but she
says, “I have contacts in the
fruit, potatoes and onion
sections so I will be able to
facilitate between the grower
and those sections if
required.” For more informa-
tion call René Horn on 072
466 8689 or email
rene.citiveg@gmail.com. ❁
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NEWS

Entries are now open for
the South African Bee
Industry Organisation's

(Sabio) honey and mead
competition. Sabio's annual
Beecon 2020 is due to take

place in late-November in
Johannesburg. The Honey
Judges Guild of South Africa
will be judging entries at
Beecon.
Categories to enter include

light, medium and dark liquid
honeys; granulated honeys;
frames and bees wax blocks;
various types of meads
including dry, sweet and
semi-sweet. Entry forms can

be found on the Honey
Judges Guild – South Africa
Facebook page and have also
been distributed via the
country's beekeeping
associations. ❁

Get your honey & mead ready for annual competition
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IRRIGATION

here is a commonly-
held view that Gauteng
is not a windy-enough

province to justify the
installation of a windmill as a
means of extracting water
from a borehole. Happily, for
those who wish to install
these ultimate-in-eco-friendly
devices, that's not quite true.
For, although it may appear
to be totally windless at
ground level, only a few
metres up the air is constantly
moving. And the higher you
go the more the movement.
Moreover, the movement at
even relatively low heights is
enhanced by certain topo-
graphical features, such as
hillsides, gullies and the like.
So, if you are seeking to
equip a borehole, and are
considering an ecologically-
friendly and sustainable
solution you have two
choices: install a solar pump
and photovoltaic panels, or
install a windmill.
Both have advantages and
disadvantages. While less
visually intrusive, the solar
set-up will only run when
receiving power from the
panels, ie during daylight
(and in sunlight for best
efficiency). The windmill, by
comparison, will turn (and
pump) day and night, so long
as there is movement in the
air.
The solar system, while less
obtrusive on the eye than the
windmill, is eminently
thievable, with the array of
panels announcing the
presence of the pump, and
its associated cable, down

the hole nearby ~ unless you
install the panels some
distance from the pump,
thereby incurring additional
cabling and trenching costs.
The windmill has no valuable
copper cabling and expensive
pump or electronics to steal.
It comprises a stand made of
angle iron and piping, with
the business end of angle iron
and sheet metal suspended
some metres up in the air,

thus difficult to get to, and
difficult to steal.
The windmill is a
time-tested piece of
engineering which will give
years of service if installed
correctly and periodically
maintained. Everybody is
familiar with the look of a
windmill ~ the circular
wheel spinning round, and
always held pointing flat on to
the wind for maximum

efficiency by the flat vane
sticking out behind.

Need water? Try a windmill

Continued on next page
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IRRIGATION
And here is the trick to
windmill efficiency and long
life. The weights of the wheel
and the vane must be
perfectly balanced, and the
horizontal bearing on which
they are mounted must be
perfectly level, so that the
entire device can swivel easily
and freely as the direction of
the wind changes.
Doing the actual pumping is a

rotor which converts the
spinning motion of the wheel
to an up-and-down motion of
the long vertical pump rod
that extends down into the
borehole.
As the blades of the wheel
catch the wind it turns, which
turns the rotor, which in turn
moves the pump rod, up and
down inside the pipe in the
well. Submerged in water
down the hole is a cylinder
with a non-return valve at the
bottom. A plunger attached to
the pump rod going up and
down inside forces the water
up the pipe. The plunger is
fitted with a seal which seals
on the upstroke and opens on
the downstroke. At the same
time, each upstroke sucks
water into the cylinder, while
on the downstroke, the non-
return valve in the bottom of
the cylinder keeps the water
from being pushed out, so the
water is forced above the
plunger and up the pipe with
the next upstroke.
Eventually, after sufficient up-

and-down movements the
top of the column of water
emerges at the surface and
can be piped off into a
storage dam or irrigation
furrow.
And here lies one of the
disadvantages of a windmill,
in that it is not a pressurised
device. This means that while
it can lift water out of the
borehole, it can't lift it to a
great height like an electric
pump can. Thus, in order to
move the water to a tank on

a stand, or into a pressurised
domestic plumbing system or
spray irrigation network, one
would need to install a
booster pump.
By contrast, a sufficiently-
powerful solar borehole
pump could raise the water
to a sufficient height (aka
head) to fill a tank on a stand.
South Africans will be familiar
with the sight of windmills on
farms throughout the country,
with two of the most famous

From previous page

Continued on next page

Windmills can come with different
sizes of stands and wheels.
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names proudly emblazoned
on the vanes, namely Climax

and Stewarts & Lloyds.
Climax windmills are still
manufactured locally, in
Bloemfontein. Closer to
Gauteng, Poldaw mills are
manufactured in Villiers under
license to the UK. Another
current brand, particularly in
the Eastern Cape, is Aermotor,
imported from the US.
Having been the only method
of extracting subsurface water
before the development of
the electric pump, windmills
lost their popularity towards

the end of the last century,
with many falling into
disrepair.
Now, however, with unreli-
able (and expensive) electric

power, cable theft and the
like, not to mention the move
towards eco-friendly infra-
structure, windmills are
enjoying a resurgence. ❁

IRRIGATION

RAINFALL

From previous page

It is maybe a bit puzzling
that, although rain is a
liquid, we measure it in

millimetres, which is a metric
unit for measuring length.
And how can we measure
rainfall when the rain soaks
into the ground or runs off it
into drains or streams?
When we talk about milli-
metres of rainfall we are in
fact referring to 1mm of rain
in an area which is enough to
evenly cover the ground in
that area with a layer of water

1mm deep. According to the
SA Weather Service ,(SAWS)
“what is meant by 1mm of
rainfall is rainfall equivalent to
1 litre of water in a 1 square
metre box with no runoff,
infiltration or evaporation .”
We casually talk about rainfall
in millimetres, but in fact we
refer to the number of
millimetres that have fallen
within a specific period of
time. Unless we state a
specific length of time eg,~
“we had 10mm in 15

minutes”, it is assumed that it
is within 24 hours. The SAWS
measures rainfall at 08 00.h
The rainfall measured
between 08 00 yesterdayh
and 08 00 today is recordedh
against yesterday's date on
their database.
But when measuring rainfall,
a square metre box is not
practical to leave outside,
especially if you have animals
on your plot, so if you wish to
measure your own rainfall a
rain gauge is used. The

standard instrument for the
measurement of rainfall is the
100 mm rain gauge.

Making the most of our rainfall

Continued on next page

Standard rain gauge.
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RAINFALLFrom previous page

This is essentially a circular
UV protected plastic funnel
with a diameter of 130mm,
which is kept in an open
area, so that it collects the
rain into a graduated and
calibrated cylinder. The
measuring cylinder can
record up to 100mm of rain.
You can make your own rain
gauge out of any can, but
then you will have to use a
formula to measure the
rainfall: the height of the
water in the can is equal to
the volume of water in the
can divided by the area of the
opening. For most of us, life is
too short to do these
calculations.
The other calculation you
might consider is how much
rainwater you can harvest
from the roof of your house.
Proponents of rainwater
harvesting calculate that off a
100m iron roof one will2

harvest 1 000 litres of water
for every eleven millimetres
of rainfall. There are a couple
of factors that will affect this
figure, of course, notably the
pitch of the roof, the angle at
which the rain is driven by
any wind as it falls, as well as
the type of roofing material.
The annual average rainfall in
Gauteng varies between just
more than 700 mm on the
Witwatersrand and just more
than 600mm north of the
Magaliesberg. This equates to
63 000 litres off a 00m roof1 2

on the Witwatersdand, or 54
000 litres north of the
Magaliesberg. Financially this
represents a saving of about
R1 300 per year on the
current Ekhuruleni water
tariff.

Why should we be consider-
ing harvesting rainwater?
Not only do we live in a
water scarce area, but climate
change is putting further stress
on our limited resources, by
affecting rainfall and increas-
ing evaporation.
For those of us who are
reliant on municipal water
supplies it is highly likely that
water costs will escalate more
rapidly over the next few
years, given that many of the
input costs are linked to
electricity.
Another reason for harvesting
rainwater is based on the fact
that the quality and reliability
of both our municipal and
ground water supplies are
directly impacted by the
government's ability to

successfully manage our
water infrastructure. Most
areas in Gauteng are at some
stage affected by outages, and
many by deteriorating water
quality.
Another good reason why a
smallholder should consider
rainwater harvesting is the
relative ease with which a
meaningful volume of water
can be trapped on a small-
holding. Our rooves tend to
be larger than those of urban
houses, as even if our houses
are the same size there's often
an outbuilding roof that can
be fruitfully set up for
rainwater collection. And the
size of our properties makes it
easy to use cheap, large tanks
connected in series to
maximise one's harvest. ❁

Harvesting rainwater can save you money.
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R
etrenched? Or lost
your job because of
Covid? You will
probably have looked

on the internet for ideas on
starting a business on your
smallholding. You will find all
sorts of suggestions for making
an income, often written by
estate agents who are trying to
sell smallholdings, and they all
seem mighty glib. It's easy to
rattle off ideas when one does
not have stark reality staring
one in the face.
Finding another job in the
present economy will be
challenging and many will be

thinking
about
being
proactive,
rather
than
waiting
for
some-
thing to
fall into
their laps. It is never easy to
start a new business and only
a supreme optimist will
believe that now is a good
time to be trying. So let's look
at what can practically be
done.
Firstly, register for UIF.
Provided your employer has
issued a Section 189 letter,
you will be able to claim
your unemployment benefits
for a period of up to twelve
months. Simply go to
www.ufiling.co.za/uif/unempl
oyment-benefits to register
and log your online claim.

Note that
this is for
an
ordinary
unem-
ployment
insurance
claim,
and is
unrelated
to the

UIF-Ters grants currently the
subject of much discussion
and dissent.
Then, consider what you have
to work with. Some people
find that mind-mapping works
as a planning tool, while
others prefer to brainstorm
with their spouse, family or a
friend. It helps to write down
everything in order to put off
being overwhelmed by
hopelessness.
What are your skills, what are
you trained to do, what
knowledge do you have and
what hobbies and interests do

you have that might be of
use?
What do you have on your
plot that can be exploited?
How much space do you
have? How much arable
land? Is your water supply
reliable and plentiful? What
infrastructure do you have in
the way of sheds, pens,
stables, dams and fencing?
Do you already have a
vegetable garden and can it
be expanded? What pastures
do you have for grazing? Do
you already have poultry and
livestock and can you make

OPEN FOR BUSINESS
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Starting a business on your plot

Continued on next page
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.

OPEN FOR BUSINESS
income from them? What
equipment do you have, such
as tractor, plough, rake, etc?
Do you have a greenhouse or
growing tunnels? What
vehicles do you own?
What manpower do you
have? Are there family
members who can work with
you? What skills and knowl-
edge do they bring that could
be of use? Can you afford to
pay outside labour?
As a smallholder you will be
thinking about agricultural
pursuits such as selling
produce: eggs and chickens,

milk, livestock for slaughter,
vegetables, herbs, fruit or
nuts, or producing seedlings
for flowers, shrubs, trees or
edible plants, fish from your
dam or aquaponic system,
honey and beeswax or
firewood.
Can you process your
produce and sell products
such as jams, marmalades,
chutneys, pickles and
preserves, frozen vegetables
and fruit, fruit and vegetable
juices, smoked meats, dairy
products such as butter,
cheese and yoghurt, pro-
cessed wool in the form of
yarn or fabric. You can set up
a farm stall selling a variety of

wares. Do you have the
know-how and resources to
breed pedigreed animals,
including dogs, cats or birds,
as well as poultry or livestock?
Perhaps you can establish
agritourist accommodation, B
'n B or self-catering, a
restaurant, a petting or
educational farm, a farmers'
market or a riding school.
You might consider using your
space for non-agricultural
pursuits such as storage
facilities, parking facilities for
camper-vans or boats,
camping or “glamping”,
outdoor adventure activities,
fishing and water sports,
venue for yoga and other
exercise classes, camps for
schools, leadership or team-
building, dog kennels or
cattery, dog training, dog
grooming, conference centre,
art gallery, exhibition centre,
hairdressing and beauty
therapy, wellness therapies or
warehousing. You can make
things such as breads, cakes,
biscuits or sweets, and other
creative products such as

pottery, paintings, carvings
and statues, basketry, along
with a wide variety of
needlework. Woodwork and
metalwork products can be
decorative or practical. You
can offer classes in all of
these pursuits. The success of
any venture will depend on
your location. Where you are
situated in relation to towns,
roads, developments and
other settlements could hold
the key to the correct choice
of activity. How far you are
from your markets must
influence your choice of

From previous page

Continued on next page

Making homemade jam to sell.
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Continued on pagenext

enterprise, for transport costs
can be the maker or breaker
of a new venture.
You also need to consider the
physical topography and
geology of your plot ~ does
it lend itself to keeping and
feeding animals or planting
crops?
What can you afford to do?
Some say a plot is a bottom-
less pit into which you throw
money and, certainly,
developing any enterprise on
one's smallholding will require
some degree of capital, if not
for buildings and facilities,

then at least for consumable
inputs such as fertiliser, seed,
animals, feed, other raw
materials, as well as
machinery.
You need to research your
potential customers.
Whether you are selling
products or services, will you
be able to reach enough
people who will want to buy
your wares? Will they be
prepared to pay enough for
you to make a living? Not
only should there be a gap in
the market but there must be
a market in the gap.

Some say that there are only
three things that you need
to run a successful business.
They are as follows:
❑ Find a NEED that people
have;
❑ Devise a SOLUTION that
they are prepared to pay for;
❑ Share it profitably with as

many people as you can.
Once you are profitably
sharing your solution with
people that need it you have
a business.
In the next edition we will
look at marketing your
business. ❁

OPEN FOR BUSINESSFrom previous page

One of the drawbacks
of keeping livestock
on a smallholding is

that it is difficult, if not
impossible, to prevent one's
limited paddock space from
becoming overgrazed. Over
time, ie after a few seasons,
this results in one's pasture
becoming little more than a
haven for unpalatable grass
species and weeds which, if
nothing else, means that one
must buy in fodder, often at
great additional expense.
When this happens one is left

with little alternative but to
plough up the paddock in
question and reseed it with
something fresh and palat-
able.
How to do this, and what to
plant?
You can either clear the land
completely and reseed it, or
you can simply overplant it
with a species that will, in
time, overcome the weeds by
effectively smothering them.
One of the factors to consider
when purchasing seed, apart
from the seeding rate, ie the

amount required per square
metre, hectare etc, is the
germination percentage of the
seed of the species you
choose, which should be
available from your seed
merchant.
Next, ensuring the seed is
spread evenly is a consider-
ation. Here is a tip, if you are
doing so manually.
Divide up the area to be
seeded into, say, quarters, by
placing flags at the appropri-
ate points on the boundary
fences and, perhaps, a stake

in the centre.
Now mix up all the seed with
a quantity of fine, dry sand

PASTURE
Preparing your summer grazing

Cynodon dactylon seed, AKA
couch grass, Bermuda grass

Continued on next page
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From previous page
PASTURE

(plaster sand is ideal), and the
required amount of granular
fertilizer for the whole job.
Divide the resultant mixture
into four and fill your seed
spreader, going back and
forth over the same quarter of
the field until that batch is
finished.
Complete the job by doing
the same in the other three
quadrants.
The job is not finished,
however, as you still need to
mix the seed with the soil of
the field to cover it. This can
be achieved by towing a rake
over the field, and then
compacting the soil by rolling
the field with, even, a garden
roller.
If you are lucky to have what
is colloquially called a teff
roller, more correctly called a
Cambridge roller, you will
achieve these last two steps
in one as the corrugations of
the roller move sufficient soil
over the seed while com-
pacting it at the same time.
Finally, pray for rain, or set a
sprinkler on the field to
ensure sufficient moisture to
attain maximum germination.
The species, or mix of
species, of grass that you
choose for your field will
depend on what uses you
intend for it, the rainfall in
your area, and whether you
want to reseed the field

annually, or want to do a
once-off job.
Some species are better for
grazing, some are better for
cutting and baling as fodder.
Some are perennial, while
others, such as Eragrostis teff,
are annuals. Some have
higher nutrition content, such
as lucerne, some are indige-
nous and some, particularly
the new commercial fodder
species, are imports.
And, of course, you don't
need to plant only one

species but could seek to
emulate natural grassland
which is a mixture of species.
There are even specially
formulated mixes for this
purpose, for use on different
types of grassland. These are
available from seed compa-
nies, and come with full
instructions, seeding rates etc.
Three botanical terms are
important when choosing
your species, and relate to the
way the species behaves in
undergrazed and overgrazed

veld.
❑ Decreasers are species
abundant in undergrazed veld
but which decrease as the
veld is grazed. They are
usually the most palatable
species and are thus eaten
first. Common examples are
Themeda triandra (rooigras)
and Digitaria eriantha
(Smutsfinger).
❑ Increasers are classified in
three subtypes. The first are
species that are also abundant

Example of Cambridge roller,
showing ridged drum.

Continued on next page
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PASTURE

Continued on next page

in underutilised veld, but
which are unpalatable and
are thus shunned by livestock.
Common examples are
Hyperthelia dissoluta (yellow
thatching grass) and

Trachypogon spicatus (giant
spear grass).
The second subcategory of
increasers are abundant in
overgrazed veld and are
common in lower rainfall

regions. Common examples
are Aristida adscensionis
(annual bristle grass) and
Eragrostis rigidor (broad curly
leaf).
The third category are also
found in overgrazed areas,
will push out the decreasers
and are even stimulated by
light grazing. They are also
usually unpalatable and are
more common in higher
rainfall areas. Common
examples are Elionurus
muticus (wire grass) and
Aristida junciformus (wiregrass
or steekgrass).
Once the seed in the field has
germinated and is growing, it
should be left for a good few
months, preferably a full

season, before being grazed,
because the grazing animals
will pull up the small plants in
their entirety rather than
merely pulling off the edible
leaves and stems. ❁

From previous page

Apart from shoeing a
horse because of
excessive wear to the

wall of the hoof caused either
simply through exercise, or
from working on hard, harsh
surfaces, or because the horse
has weak, thin hoof walls,
there are a couple of more
technical reasons why your
veterinarian or farrier will
recommend shoeing.
These include shoeing for a
purely medical reason, to
enable medication and
dressings to be held in place
against the bottom of the
hoof, or to assist in holding
the wall of the hoof together

in the case of it cracking.
A horse with an awkward gait
may require shoeing in a
particular fashion to correct
an over-reach (itself a
notorious cause of loss of
shoes on the front hooves), or
to correct and inward or
outwards arc in the forward
movement of the horse's legs.
In this case the angle of the
hoof is altered by the farrier,
either to make it more
upright, or if already too
upright, to make it more
slanted, or by trimming the
hoof more on the inside than
the outside and vice versa.
In such cases great skill is

needed on the part of the
farrier, first to recognise the
nature of the problem, and
secondly to do the right
adjustment. And great
patience is required on the
part of the horseowner,
because corrective shoeing is
not a quick-fix, but
can take many
months, and many
successive shoeings, to
have the desired
effect.
But at this time of
year, with the arrival of
the rainy season, and
wet ground and
cloying mud, one of

the issues facing horseowners
is the loss, or at least loosen-
ing of shoes. There is nothing
so tedious as having one's
horse lose a shoe, particularly
if this happens at an event,
hunt or other horsey gather-
ing.

HOOF CARE

When and why to shoe a horse

Horse with shoes.
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As Gauteng’s dam levels
continue to fall,
residents using

municipal water are being
urged to use water sparingly,
and there are a number of
simple things smallholders can
do, to do so.
❑ rCheck you washing
machine instructions to find
out which cycle uses the least
water. You can also yourplace

outlet pipe discharge into ato
bucket or drum, rather than
down the drain. The used
water can be used to flush
toilets.
❑ Investigate the Sputnik
Wonderwash pressure
washing machine, which
apparently uses 6 8 litres of-
water to wash 2 2kg of,
washing. You don't need
electricity ~ you simply turn

the handle for two to three
minutes and can drain~ also
the used water into a bucket,
for a toilet flush.
❑ ,Surprisingly your dish-
washer uses less water than
hand washing dishes. Again,
check which cycle uses least
water and stack dishes in the
machine until it is full before
running it.
❑ Reducing water use from

HOOF CARE
From previous page

Thick mud acts as both a
magnet for shoes, with the
moisture it contains softening
the wall of the hoof, working
the shoe loose and eventually
pulling it off.
Some horses are more prone
to losing their shoes but there
are simple preventative
measures one can take which
will go some way towards
ensuring the shoe stays intact
with the hoof.
Firstly, one assumes that the

farrier has done a proper job
of attaching the shoe, which
should include ensuring that
the bottom of the wall of the
hoof is as level as possible,
minimising the possibility of
sand and mud working their
way into the space between
the hoof and the shoe.
Next, a simple sound check
will determine if the shoe is
coming loose. This is simply
achieved by walking the
horse over a bricked or

concreted surface. A clinking
sound, rather than the usual
“clip-clop,” is the sign of a
shoe coming loose.
Retightening a shoe is not
difficult, particularly if one has
a specialist tool named a
clencher to hand.
A clencher (pictured right)
resembles a long-handled,
long jawed pair of pliers, one
jaw of which is flat and the
other curled upwards.
Start by raising the hoof and
with a small hammer gently
knock the nails back into
place. Then, using the
clencher, placing the flat jaw

against the head of the nail
and the curved jaw on the
clench itself. Tightening the
clencher pulls the clench
down towards the shoe,
tightening it into place.
Be careful not to tighten too
much or you run the risk of
ripping a hole in the wall of
the shoe. If you don't have a
clencher you can sometimes
achieve the same result using
a pipe wrench with the jaws
opened to their maximum. ❁

You will need a
clencher to tighten
a shoe that has
come loose.

WATER CONSERVATION

How to save water (and money) in your home

Continued on next page

Sputnik Wonderwash.
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WATER CONSERVATIONFrom previous page

Water-saving flow controller.

taps and showers is an easy
way to cut total potable water
use. Toilets, taps and showers
use a large portion of your
domestic water and there are
water-saving devices for each
of them, which can save 40-
60% on your water consump-
tion.
❑ High-efficiency tap
aerators attached to the spout
of basin taps can save large
amounts of water and money.
The aerator is a small
attachment that either fits on
to the end of the tap or can
be inserted inside existingan
spout. control the amountIt s
of water that flows through
the tap without affecting the
water pressure. You don't
have to install an aerator on
all your taps. If running water
is used for washing (eg,
hands, dishes or food) then an
aerator is the solution. In this
case, use a 6 /minlitres
aerator. Old-fashioned oval
spout pillar taps can be
retrofitted with internal low-
flow tap restrictors.
❑ Installing a low-flow
showerhead achieves a saving
of 45-65%. It works by forcing
water through small holes in a
screen, which adds air to the
water and produces a fine but
vigorous spray.
❑ Older toilet cisterns can
hold up to 15 of water,litres
whi modern ones holdle
about . tandardhalf that S
toilets drain the entire the
cistern for each flush. You can
put a brick or bottle of water
in the cistern so that less
water is used, or you can
simply bend the bar of the
ball-valve downwards so that

it closes the inlet after less
water has flowed into the
cistern.
More modern cistern fittings
are themselves adjustable.
❑ Another simple, cost-
effective initiative is to convert
standard toilets to a hold-flush
system that flushes for as long
as the handle is held down.
You can make a standard
cistern hold-flush using only
three lead fishing sinkers
(weight 85-100g) and a
200mm . When thecable tie
toilet handle is pushed down,
the internal cistern lever arm
is pulled up to initiate a
siphon action. A lead sinker

can be attached to the end of
the internal cistern lever arm
to counterbalance the flush
mechanism. The weight of
the sinker forces the lever arm
down and prevents the entire
cistern from draining each
flush.
You install a dual-can also
flush cistern, but that costs
more.
❑ Periodically check for
water members ofleaks. Ask
the household to refrain from
using any water for at least an
hour (to give geysers, tanks
and cisterns a chance to fill
completely). After half an
hour write down the,

numbers on the counter of
your water meter and check
them after another houragain
has lapsed. If there is a
difference between the two
readings you probably have a
leak.
A leaking or dripping tap can
waste between 30 and 60
litres of water a day. That is
approximately 1 500 litres a
month. Fixing leaking or
dripping taps can be simple if
you just need to replace a
washer. closeBut be sure to
the water mains or switch off
your booster pump before
attempting to fix a leak or
change a tap washer. ❁

www.bellandpaton.com
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BOOKSHELF

We are all being
constantly
encouraged to

grow vegetables ~ for
ourselves and for those less
fortunate and smallholders
new to this rewarding work
will welcome the sensible and
practical advice in Grow your
Own by Garden World's JJ
van Rensburg and Tinus
Oberholzer (Briza).
Whether you want to grow
vegetables, fruit, nuts or herbs
and spices, and whether you
want to try your hand at
common crops or less usual
ones, the book provides
thorough guidelines for soil
preparation, propagation,
cultivation, harvest and
storage.
A variety of growing methods
are explored, from traditional
to alternative. There are more
than 300 colour photographs
and sketches.

There is also extra informa-
tion on cultivating in contain-
ers, choosing the most
suitable plants for different
spaces, deterring pests,
companion planting, along
with combatting diseases and
other problems.
The book is also available in
Afrikaans. ❁

A definitive guide to growing

your own vegetables

facebook.com/gautengsmallholder
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CONDITIONS:

1. All submissions must be pre-paid
before publication.
2. A Tax Invoice will be issued upon
receipt of payment.
3. Deadline for placement and payment is
the 15th of the month prior.
4. To submit your ad please email
graphics@gautengsmallholder.co.za
and we will send you our bank details for
EFT or cash deposit.All ads submitted are automatically uploaded free of charge to www.sasfox.co.za

37

smallholder.www.sa co.za

CAN’T FIND YOUR

SMALLHOLDER?

SUBSCRIBE!
NEVER MISS A COPY

gautengsmallholder.co.za/subscribe

Classified advertisements in this
section cost R105 VAT included for up
to 50 words. To place your advertise-
ment in the next edition call 011 979
5088 for our bank details or email
gautengsmallholder@gmail.com

MISCELLANEOUS

Stop thieves: Outdoor wireless alarms for
houses, cottages, outbuildings. 4 outdoor
wireless sensors, main control panel, 2
remotes, siren, battery etc. R2 950.
Installed in Jhb or DIY. Also cut fence
alarm. Contact Colin 079 180 2853.

PLANTS & PRODUCE

Fruit & nut trees. Olive, peach nectarine,
plum almond, apricot, walnut, prune,
pomegranate, pecan nut, apple, cherry,
pear, fig, quince, mulberry, lemon and
grape vines. Vereeniging. Contact Douw
084 506 5125.

FARMING REQUISITES

Fencing and fencing equipment.
Diamond mesh fencing: 1 large roll of 3m
height, 1 small roll of 1.8m height and 2
other small mixed rolls. The small mixed
rolls are slightly rusted. 7 crowbars, 3 bolt
cutters, 7 picks, 4 shovels, fork, 9 security
standards being a mix of mainly 1.8m and
2.4m height with a 400mm overhang.
Price: R1 600 for everything Call: 011 949.
4048

BEEKEEPING

Used beekeeping equipment. Suitable for
a person starting a hobby. Manual honey
extractor that fits 6 honey frames, 5 honey
chambers, 4 brood chambers (need
repairing in places), 1 medium sized
smoker, 1 pair of large gloves, 1 large size
white cotton suit, 1 round face protector
veils. Price: R2 400 for everything. Call:
011 949 4048

MACHINERY

Used 40KVA Generator. With Switchover
and Diesel tank. BATTERYNO
INCLUDED. Low Hours 120hrs, only, +/-
used when Eskom w off. Reason foras
sale: Expansion of farm. Clean and
maintained with services all done. Price:
R60 000 or nearest cash offer. Delmas,
Mpumalanga area 066 204 0740. Call .

facebook.com/gautengsmallholder
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SPECIAL NOTE: THESE DATES ARE
VALID AT THE TIME OF GOING TO
PRESS. DUE TO THE REGULATIONS
RELATED TO THE ONGOING COVID-19
CRISIS, SOME OF THESE DATES MAY
CHANGE AND SOME VENUES MAY
HAVE RESTRICTIONS OF THE NUMBER
OF VISITORS. WE SUGGEST YOU
CONTACT THE ORGANISERS BEFORE
THE EVENT.

ATTENTION CRAFT MARKETS, CLUBS
ETC: If you would like details of your
events included in the Diary, please fax or
email your information to the Editor. For
non-commercial enterprises this service is
FREE.

NOTE: FARMERS' & CRAFT MARKETS.
For a listing of REGULARLY HELD markets
and fairs please see the separate section
on page . Only markets that are held39
infrequently are now listed in this calendar
section.

Every Sunday

SA Lipizzaners weekly display at 11h00.
SA Lipizzaner Centre, Dahlia Rd,
Kyalami. Go to www.lipizzaners.co.za /
email stallion@lipizzaners.co.za to book.

Cattle drive with City Slickers breakfast,
Diamond X Cowboy Ranch, near
Rayton.
Call Rudan on 082 410 3180 / visit
http://www.diamondxranch.co.za, R500
per person.

Mnandi Methodist Church, 09:00,
Mnandi Centre, cnr Tulip and Short
Streets, Jen 083 709 3235 or Gail 072
477 0708, a small community who
worship together. We have a Youth and
Children's church.

Premier Mine Presbyterian Church,
Lower Oak Ave, Cullinan. Garden of
Remembrance (Columbarium), 079 060
9990 or 012 734 1640, Worship and
Sunday school. Holy Communion for all
on the 1st Sunday of every month.

Every Monday

Alcoholics Anonymous. 'Courage to
Change' Group meeting, 19:30, NG
Kerk, 8 Canadair Ave, Impala Park,
Boksburg, call Warren 082 335 0049 or
Tony 082 443 4425, if you want to drink –

that's your problem! If you want to stop –
that's our problem! No fees; no dues; just
concerned fellowship.

2020

October

1: Full moon
3: Mnandi Market, Die Windpomp Lapa,
86 Boundary Road, Mnandi. 09h00 –
15h00. Fresh produce, artisanal breads,
hand made and homegrown goods,
plants, herbs, succulents and more.
10: Country Market, Larsen's Road,
Muldersdrift. 08h00 – 14h00. Local
sellers bringing you the freshest crops,
food and crafts. Contact Heidi for more
info on 071 566 5940.
11: Tree Owl Community Market at
Brandmuller's Garden Pavilion, 5 Dave
Nourse St, Unitas Park, Vereeniging.
GPS: -26.627823, 27.927976. 09h00 –
14h30. Stalls with hand-crafted goods,
home-bakes, olives, honey, food stalls,
cash bar, tea garden, live music from
12h00. The market supports the feeding
scheme at Laerskool Unitas, members of
the public are asked to donate canned
food towards this project. Follow us on
Facebook: Acorns Coffee Shoppe.
Enquiries: Michele 083 378 0715
12-16: Introductory course in Poultry
Production at ARC, Irene Campus. R3
200,00 excl transport and accommoda-
tion. Contact Mpho Makhanya,
makhanyam@arc.agric.za or 012 672
9153.
12-16: Veld Management Course, Alut
Training Farm, Modimolle, Limpopo. R5
450,00 per person, incl lunch,
refreshments and book. This course
aims to train on the practices needed to
ensure good and sustainable
veld/rangeland management and
improving veld condition. All people
directly or indirectly involved in veld and
land management, or into advisory
services, will benefit from this course.
Veld management practices include farm
planning, grazing management, fire
management, control of unwanted plants
and veld restoration. The course is
accredited with AgriSETA. Course
presented by Frits van Oudtshoorn.
Contact courses@alut.co.za or SMS 071
866 1331.
13-15: Course on Artificial Insemination
at ARC, Irene Campus. R2 500,00 excl

transport and accommodation. Contact
Mpho Makhanya,
makhanyam@arc.agric.za or 012 672
9153.
16: New moon
19-23: Meat Processing course at ARC,
Irene Campus. R7 500,00 excl transport
and accommodation. Contact Mpho
Makhanya, makhanyam@arc.agric.za or
012 672 9153.
20-22: Dairy processing: Yoghurt and
Maas course at ARC, Irene Campus. R3
500,00 excl transport and accommoda-
tion. Contact Mpho Makhanya,
makhanyam@arc.agric.za or 012 672
9153.
24-6 Nov: Agapanthus Festival @ the
Aloe Farm on the R104, Hartebeespoort.
C .all 071 162 6790
27-29: Dairy processing: Cheese course
at ARC, Irene Campus. R5 000,00 excl
transport and accommodation. Contact
Mpho Makhanya,
makhanyam@arc.agric.za or 012 672
9153.
31: Full moon

November

2-6: Introductory Course in Pig
Production at ARC, Irene Campus. R3
000,00 excl transport and accommoda-
tion. Contact Mpho Makhanya,
makhanyam@arc.agric.za or 012 672
9153.
7: Country Market, Larsen's Road,
Muldersdrift. 08h00 – 14h00. Local
sellers bringing you the freshest crops,
food and crafts. Contact Heidi for more
info on 071 566 5940.
7: Mnandi Market, Die Windpomp Lapa,
86 Boundary Road, Mnandi. Fresh
produce, artisanal breads, hand made
and homegrown goods, plants, herbs,
succulents and more.
8: Tree Owl Community Market at
Brandmuller's Garden Pavilion, 5 Dave
Nourse St, Unitas Park, Vereeniging.
GPS: -26.627823, 27.927976. 09h00 –
14h30. Stalls with hand-crafted goods,
home-bakes, olives, honey, food stalls,
cash bar, tea garden, live music from
12h00. The market supports the feeding
scheme at Laerskool Unitas, members of
the public are asked to donate canned
food towards this project. Follow us on
Facebook: Acorns Coffee Shoppe.
Enquiries: Michele 083 378 0715
9-13: Introductory Course in Small Stock

Management at ARC, Irene Campus. R3
200,00 excl transport and accommoda-
tion. Contact Mpho Makhanya,
makhanyam@arc.agric.za or 012 672
9153.
15: New moon
23-27: Introductory Course in Beef Cattle
Management at ARC, Irene Campus. R3
200,00 excl transport and accommoda-
tion. Contact Mpho Makhanya,
makhanyam@arc.agric.za or 012 672
9153.
30: Full moon

December

3-5: Sakeliga KragDag Ekspo 2020.
Besoekers: +- 21 000. UItstallers: +- 450.
Aangebied te Diamantvallei Landgoed,
20km Oos van Pretoria. Grootste
alternatiewe energie en
selfstandigheidekspo in Suid-Afrika.
Vanaf 2019 ook met 'n eie landbou
afdeling. Kontak Sone 087 231 1644 of
sone@kragdag.co.za.
5: Country Market, Larsen's Road,
Muldersdrift. 08h00 – 14h00. Local
sellers bringing you the freshest crops,
food and crafts. Contact Heidi for more
info on 071 566 5940.
13: Tree Owl Community Market at
Brandmuller's Garden Pavilion, 5 Dave
Nourse St, Unitas Park, Vereeniging.
GPS: -26.627823, 27.927976. 09h00 –
14h30. Stalls with hand-crafted
goods, home-bakes, olives, honey,
food stalls, cash bar, tea garden, live
music from 12h00. The market
supports the feeding scheme at
Laerskool Unitas, members of the
public are asked to donate canned
food towards this project. Follow us on
Facebook: Acorns Coffee Shoppe.
Enquiries: Michele 083 378 0715
14: New moon
16: Day of Reconciliation
21: Summer Solstice
25: Christmas Day
26: Day of Goodwill (Boxing Day)
30: Full moon

adendorff.co.za


Every Thursday Bryanston Organic & Natural Market 09h00 – 15h00 40 Culross Road, Bryanston 011 706 3671 Quality hand crafted goods,
(off Main Road) enquiries@bryanstonorganicmarket.co.za unique art and fresh organic

and naturally grown produce.

Every Saturday Pretoria Boeremark 04h30 – 09h30 Moreleta Street entrance, 012 804 8031 or 079 987 1025 Fresh produce, traditional bazaar
Krige Street ext, Silverton treats like jaffles, kaiings with pap

& boerewors rolls.

The Hazel Food Market 08h00 – 14h00 Greenlyn Village Centre, Cor 078 593 7716 Fresh produce straight from the
Thomas Edison & Mackenzie producer, coffee, eats on sale.
St, Menlo Park, Pretoria

Waenhuiskrans Plaas / Farmers 08h00 – 13h00 Cor of Veda & Enkeldoorn Ave Marius 084 505 3393 or Stalls: Food, arts and crafts,
Market opposite Montana Traders office 012 567 6076 to book a stall fresh produce, eggs, chicken,
and next to Kollonade Centre meat, fruit & veg, kiosk, Maders pies,

coffee.

Glenfresh Farmers Market 08h00 – 12h30 30 osite Stefan: 082 829 0185 Local naturally grown produce,Olifantsfontein Rd (opp
Midrand , market@glenfresh.co.za hand crafted goods, home bakedRMM Builders) Glen Austin

o & s) treats, raw honey, biltong.(C r Allan Olifantsfontein Rd

Bryanston Organic & Natural Market 09h00 – 15h00 40 Culross Road, Bryanston 011 706 3671 Quality hand crafted goods,
(off Main Road) enquiries@bryanstonorganicmarket.co.za unique art and fresh organic

and naturally grown produce.

Niche Community Market 09h00 – 14h00 Walkerville Showgrounds 071 521 6547 Fresh produce, crafter's market, food
court, craft beer, play area, pet friendly.

Midrand Circles Market 09h00 – 14h00 118 Allan Road, Glen Austin Margaret 079 394 5054 Freshly locally grown produce, raw honey,
indigenous flowers & trees, food stalls,
fresh meat stalls, cheese, eggs, coffee,
books, gallery, and paint your own
ceramics.

Pretoria Noord Boeremark 08h00 – 14h00 Hillside Golf Club, Githea: 081 304 2070 Baked goods, traditional pap & kaaings,
Rachel de Beer Street, Nina Park. vetkoek, pancakes, jewelry, plants,

fresh meat, cheese, woodworkd, art,
live music.

Fourways Farmers Market 08h00 – 16h00 Taroko Farm, Modderfontein 010 534 6622 (Mon-Fri) Farm fresh produce, organic produce, food
(New venue) Reserve, Norfolk Lane. www.ffmarket.co.za stalls, baked goods, live music.

Every Sunday Waterfall Estate Farmers Market 09h00 – 15h00 Waterfall Estate, 064 759 6154 Fresh produce, pickles, preserves
Midrand and home industry & craft, food, etc.(Will open when more than 50 visitors are allowed)

Enquire about stall prices.

Fourways Farmers Market 08h00 – 16h00 Taroko Farm, Modderfontein 010 534 6622 (Mon-Fri) Farm fresh produce, organic produce, food
(New venue) Reserve, Norfolk Lane. www.ffmarket.co.za stalls, baked goods, live music.

Vaalbank Country Market 10h00 – 15h00 Kakiebos on the R515 near Rayton 081 271 2300 Wide variety of community stalls
and even art classes!

Regular Farmers’ MarketsGauteng Food
This is a listing ONLY of markets held weekly. Markets held less frequently are listed in the DIARY(eg 1st Saturday of each month)
section of the magazine and we urge readers to check each month for dates and events of interest.
If you know of farmers’ food markets that are not listed here, please email us the contact details of the organisers, and details of the market.
Only FOOD markets are included.
If you know of markets in this list that have CLOSED please inform us so that we can delete incorrect or outdated information.
We invite you to tell us of your experiences when visiting these markets so that we can better inform our readers. Were they as advertised?

gautengsmallholder@gmail.comWas the produce on sale plentiful, well-priced, well-presented and fresh? Email your comments to
SPECIAL NOTE: Due to regulations related to the ongoing Covid-19 crisis, some of these markets may have restrictions on numbers of
visitors.
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Conditions:
1. Classified Advertisements published in the magazine cost R105 VAT included for a maximum of 50 words. Prepayment
is essential. Contact us for our bank details to do your EFT deposit.

In addition to publication in the magazine2. Classified Advertisements will be moderated and uploaded to our sister website,
at no additional chargewww.sasfox.co.za . They will remain on the site for a calendar month,

unless requested otherwise by the advertiser.
3. Only ONE insertion per application, and one category per coupon.

. Classified advertisements m4 ust be renewed monthly for repeat placements.

. The Publisher reserves the right to edit or omit advertisements at his discretion.6

. It is the Advertiser’s responsibility to ensure we have received the advert.6

Tel:
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USE THE COUPON BELOW FOR CLASSIFIED ADS on www.sasfox.co.zain the magazine and

Send your Classified dvertisements to us:A
BY FAX: 086 602 3882
BY POST: Box 14648, Bredell 1623
BY EMAIL: graphics@gautengsmallholder.co.za
BY HAND: 370 da Costa Dr, Bredell, Kempton Park

FOR ENQUIRIES TEL 0AND OUR BANK DETAILS 11 979 5088

Only R105 VAT incl for 50 words!
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Meet Usain Bolt, the tortoise

Trundling up a fence-line in one of my fields earlier this
year I spotted a boulder. Nothing unusual there, because
we use boulders to block off the bottoms of our fences so

that small dogs (ours) can't squeeze under and disappear.
What caught my eye, therefore, was not the boulder itself, but
the fact that it was moving.
By the time I'd returned to the house, and called my better half
to have a look with me, the boulder had moved. Disappeared.
So imagine our joy when, the following day when walking in
our fields some distance from my first sighting, we came across
the boulder again, crossing the path slowly in front of us. Say
hullo to Bolt (as in Usain, geddit?) the tortoise.
An indigenous Leopard tortoise, Bolt was of some size, and
therefore of some vintage. From whence he came we'll never
know, and how he (or she, we'll never know either) managed to
broach our fences we'll also never know. Nor where he was
headed, although it seemed he wanted to go north.
Because I was about to start cutting grass in my fields with my
slasher we deemed it sensible to move Bolt out of harm's way
and we thus removed him to a disused chicken run, now well
grown with lush kikuyu.
Here, after he had come out of his shell, he chumbled around
the fence line chewing grass, concentrating particularly on the
northern border. “Go north, young man,” was clearly not only
David Livingston's call. It's built into the tortoise's DNA, too.
What does one do with a tortoise? Not a lot, it seems.
For every time we boasted to friends or family that we'd found a
tortoise they'd want to see it, and out we would all troop to the
chicken run. There to see nothing more than a tortoise-shaped
boulder because the vibration of our feet would clearly cause
him to retreat into his shell.
If that's the default response to human/tortoise interaction it's
not very exciting. One can't after all, pet a boulder, unlike a
puppy or a pony.
Plus, having lived on this plot for more than 30 years, we've
only ever seen a tortoise once before. Shortly after we moved to
the plot a gardener unearthed a hibernating tortoise while
preparing a flower bed. Sadly, he unearthed the tortoise with a
the business end of a garden fork. End of tortoise. Since that
day our plot has been devoid of tortoises big and small, and it
has never been a tortoise thoroughfare.
Besides, I hold the view that the place for wild animals, reptiles,
insects and birds is in the wild, not cooped up in a cage.

I have, for example, never understood some people's obsession
with keeping snakes and lizards in large fish tanks. Why? To
prove how brave they are around snakes or reptiles? It makes
no sense to me. You can't after all, hug a snake, because if it's a
poisonous one it will more than likely reward you with a bite or
a gob of venom in your eye, and if it's a python or a boa
constrictor, it will quite likely hug you back.
And even snakes ~ and tortoises ~ must become lonely
without company.
So it was decided that Bolt
should be moved on, north-
wards, because that seemed to
be where he was headed.
Now fortunately the Rietvlei
Nature Reserve outside Pretoria
is, roughly, north of our plot,
although not within walking
distance for a tortoise, even
one as determined and fast-
moving (yeah, right) as Bolt.
And also fortunately, the
wardens at Rietvlei are happy
to accept healthy indigenous
wild animals, reptiles etc
because they, too, believe that
wild animals belong in the wild.
What's more, if one presents them with an alien or exotic
animal such as a tortoise (which may have wandered into one's
property or been bought from a dealer), they know what to do
to house it ethically and safely, but not in their reserve.
There is, of course, a thriving roadside and underground trade
in all manner of fauna and flora, particularly tortoises, which
are plundered from the wild to fuel the trade, and many
people support these dealers because they feel sorry for the
creatures.
Truth is, however, that by buying from an unethical roadside
dealer all one is doing is encouraging them to plunder further.
And, there are regulations and permit requirements to keeping
wild animals, tortoises included, at home.
And so Bolt was delivered to Rietvlei, given a once-over for
evidence of good health and released into the reserve, there to
find a mate, reproduce and, hopefully, live his days like a
tortoise should.
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