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If you are travelling through the 
country this holiday season, be 
aware of the threat of rabies in 

certain high-risk areas. That's the 
word from the national Dept of 
Agriculture (Dalrrd) which pointed 
out that the disease is particularly 
prevalent in Limpopo, Mpumalanga, 
KwaZulu-Natal and the Eastern Cape, 
as well as along the border between 
the Free State and Lesotho. 
The department adds that the coastal 
areas of KwaZulu-Natal and the 
Eastern Cape are particularly high-risk 
areas for rabies.
The department warns members of 
the public not to approach or pick up 
stray dogs and cats from these areas 
for whatever reason, but rather to 
report such animals to the nearest 
welfare organisation, SPCA or police 
station.  
Rabies is fatal to both animals and 
humans because the virus affects the 
brain and once clinical signs of the 

disease  become visible, there is no 
cure. The virus is transmitted through 
saliva of an infected animal when it 
bites, scratches or licks a person. 
Animals that are infected with rabies 
may show changes in behaviour, but 
these vary widely. 
The infected animals may drool a lot, 
may not be able to swallow, may 
bark, whine or howl continually, and 
sometimes become aggressive or, on 
the contrary, they may just appear 
weak and unresponsive. If you sus-
pect that you have been exposed to 
an animal that may have rabies it is 
important to wash the wound well 
with soap under running water and 
to immediately seek preventative 
treatment at your nearest hospital or 
clinic. a

Beware of rabies this 
summer season
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N
obody's a natural. You work 
hard to get good, and then 
work to get better. This is the 

philosophy that has kept Rozelle de 
Bruin (pictured right) going in her 
business Estancia Poultry Farm.
She lives on a smallholding just out-
side Middelburg, Mpumalanga and 
runs her business from there as well.
The business has been going for just 
over two years.
“I started with some savings, but it 
wasn't a lot of capital. There was a 
building already on the property 
when I moved here and that's what I 
use.”
De Bruin started by raising broilers. 
When it comes to breed, she has had 
success with Ross 308s and also 
Lohman Browns. She then also 
started raising Silver and Brown Hi-
line layers, which she sells at point of 
lay. She added cages as she could 
afford them. She also sells eggs.
Once she had built up a good client 

base and some more savings 
she invested in a 1 056-egg incuba-
tor, later adding a 1500-egg incuba-
tor.
This means that she is able to sell day 
old chicks. She sells 100 A-grade 
vaccinated chicks per box. The 
hatchery sells both broiler and layer 
chicks.
De Bruin is soon going to buy two 
more incubators.
Sometimes clients come to collect, 
but often she arranges for delivery, 
especially to rural areas where clients 
don't have their own transport.
“I have always had a passion for farm-
ing. But as I tell my clients, you are 
your best trainer. I have learnt 

Mpumalanga woman finds 
success with poultry





www.sasmallholder.co.za

POULTRY

Because poultry equipment 
such as drinkers, feeders, 
lights etc, and even boxes of 

chicks are small and easily-
transported, any number of individu-
als and entities advertise themselves 
as dealers. In far too many cases, 
however, such “businesses” turn out 
to be untraceable scams, with the 
victims often losing thousands as a 
result.
Poultry production, whether it be in 
the form of layers or broilers, is a 
game of big numbers. For example, 
even if you are a small-scale pro-
ducer you will have a hundred or 
more birds, at least, to hope to make 
any real money at all. But even for 
100 birds you will require a number 
of drinkers, feeders, lights etc which 
individually may cost no more than a 
few rands and don't take up a lot of 
space, but which together amount to 
a consignment of some value.
Thus, a dealer in such equipment 
could quite easily set him or herself 
up in a spare room or double garage 
in a suburban house. There, the 
dealer may hold a small stock of 
items to sell out of hand, but most of 
the product offering will be supplied 
by wholesalers on a per-order basis: 
You (the buyer) order, the dealer 
places an identical order with the 
wholesaler, the wholesaler then deliv-

ers to the dealer when it receives 
payment, and the dealer then deliv-
ers to you, probably by third-party 
courier. 
Next, website designers can be very 
creative in setting up an attractive 
site, complete with online shopping 
pages and payment options. A site, in 
fact, far more fantastic than the entity 
which it represents.
So, the first check to undertake when 
you see an unusually attractive offer, 
or a dealer's website you have never 
seen before, is to do a Google Maps 
search for the premises. Once 
Google Maps has located the pre-
mises, click on the layers icon in the 
bottom left corner of your screen. 
This will bring up a satellite picture of 
the area, from which you can see the 
type of buildings of the area. Are they 
townhouses? Industrial warehouses? 
Suburban shops? Plots?
Try also to search for reviews of the 
business. Google offers its own 
reviews section. The website 
hellopeter.com remains a good 
option as well. Search for the busi-
ness’s name and see if anybody has 
posted glowing reviews, or rants, at 
the service they received.
Then ask about the company on 
related Facebook groups. 

How to avoid scamsters 
in the poultry industry
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Has anybody else used the business? 
Is it legitimate, etc?

Pick up the phone
While e-commerce is thriving, unfor-
tunately the prevalence of fraud in 
this industry sometimes means you 
must use alternative measures. As 
another check, rather than placing an 
order online, phone the business 
itself and gauge the level of profes-
sionalism and enthusiasm in the 
responses you receive from the per-
sonnel you speak to.
Finally, on a first purchase, ask if you 
can buy on a cash and collect basis, 
what the hours of business are, and 
whether the dealer has the stock you 
require. And be blunt in explaining 
that you want to build up a long-term 
relationship with your supplier and 
would like, initially at least, to meet 
face-to-face. It goes without saying 
that if there is any hesitancy at all on 
the part of the dealer, move on, 
because any reputable store owner, 
serious about his business, will never 
refuse to meet a customer, and will 
need to have a cast-iron excuse not 
to accept cash in payment.

Buying from hatcheries
Much the same pertains when buying 
day-olds. It is equally easy to set one-
self up as a hatchery, buying in fertile 
eggs, incubating them in one's garage 
or shed, packaging the hatchlings into 

cartons and selling them off. But 
there are added factors that make the 
business of hatching poultry much 
more fraught.
The first is the hatch rate. Out of, say 
1 000 eggs in the incubator, only 
50%, or 60% may actually hatch, the 
rate depending on the condition of 
the eggs to start with, and the consis-
tency of the temperature and humid-
ity in the incubator (a factor not 
helped by Eskom load-shedding).
Thus the hatchery takes a gamble at 
the beginning of the cycle: of its 
1 000 eggs, in three and a half 
weeks' time it could have 500 chicks 
to sell, or 600. Or, if it is lucky, 800 
or 900 and more. 
And once they are hatched, in what-
ever numbers, the hatchery needs to 
get rid of them as fast as possible, 
because chicks will only survive a 
short while without starting to eat 
and drink.
Given this uncertainly about the num-
bers and the need for speed, hatcher-
ies will usually ask for payment 
upfront. And it is easy to see that, if 
the enterprise is a scam, a fancy 
website with fulsome promises and a 
requirement to pay upfront for chicks 
which may or may not hatch, is 
fraught with possibilities for fraud.
Thus again, when buying from a 
hatchery for the first time, try to build 
up a personal relationship first, taking 
the time to discuss your concerns and 

POULTRY FRAUD





1 West Street, 
Boksburg East Industrial

Tel: 011 914-1922

email: sales@reapersagri.co.za

Pieter  Visagie Snr
pieter@reapersagri.co.za

Pieter Visagie Jnr
pieterjnr@reapersagri.co.za

www.reapersagri.co.za

Husqvarna 143R-II 
Brushcutter - 41.5cc, 1,5kW, 
7,6kg - R6 391.30 excl VAT
Full range of machines &
spares also available

Wide range of 
Slasher & Tractor 
components 
& spares in stock

Monosem planters for all species 
and for all sizes of tractor

FULL RANGE OF GROUND-ENGAGING IMPLEMENTS FROM TOP BRANDS

Quality Agricultural 
Equipment - At Prices 
YOU can Afford

All Falcon spares 
now available 

Matabi Super 
Green 16L 
(Knapsack Sprayer) 

WAS R2 390.00
NOW ONLY 
R1 792.50
excl VAT

Guarany 16L 
(Knapsack Sprayer) 

NOW ONLY
R1 199.00 
excl VAT

AMF2714 Implement 
Gearbox 

Matabi 
Fire Fighter 

WAS R2 650.00 
NOW ONLY 
R1 987.50
excl VAT

WAS 
R4 666.00

NOW ONLY 
R3 499.50
excl VAT

Italian Binacchi 
PTO Shaft 
(complete) 

WAS R4 500.00
NOW ONLY 
R3 375.50
excl VAT

VISIT US NOW FOR THESE GREAT HOT SUMMER DEALS

Prices valid till 31 December 2021 while stocks last. Prices exclude VAT.

Great Deals on OIL!
A grifarm STOU 15W40 (5L) - R249.60  
A grifarm UTTO MP (5L) - R290.40  
G ear Oil EP GL4 (5L) - R224.94    
R enolin CLP 1000 (5L) - R300.24 
       All prices are excl Vat 

We stock the FULL Landini Solis range 
Choose the model to suit your needs:
From 13kW to 81kW, 2WD and 4WD

R61 500 - 20% (excl VAT)
MOWER

SPRAYER

Most popular model!

NEW!!
2,4m & 3,0m
Twin-rotor 
Slashers 600 litre 

Boom Sprayer
75 litre per min 
PTO-drive pump
12m foldable 
spray boom

Choose from our 
full range of Slashers, 
Rollermowers, Mulchers, 
& Haycutters. Light, Medium 
& Heavy-duty options



www.sasmallholder.co.za

PEST CONTROL

Recently, a reader asked how to 
prevent birds from eating the 
fruit off his fruit trees. Like 

him, many smallholders experience a 
similar problem, which has grown in 
the last decade or so as fruit-eating 
species migrate to peri-urban areas as 
a result of habitat change. So how 
can one prevent them from devour-
ing one's fruit? Here are some 
options, which will vary in their 
degrees of success and cost.

Bird net
While this method can get costly, it is 
the most effective. Cover your trees 
in a light, fine mesh-netting. This will 
prevent access to the fruit while still 
allowing sunlight through to the 
foliage. You can cover your trees 
directly ~ ensuring the ripening fruit 
is tucked under the foliage and not 
touching the net itself, otherwise 
birds can still access the fruit. Or you 
can build a frame around your tree 
or orchard and then drape the net 
over it. This allows easier access to 
the tree for harvesting, spraying, 
watering etc.
A downmarket version of a net cover-
ing is to unfurl a reel of cotton over 
the tree. This requires two people, 
standing opposite each other near 
the tree. The first person ties the end 

of the cotton to a branch, then hurls 
the reel over the tree to the other 
person who catches it, wraps the 
cotton around a thin branch and 
ings the reel back over the tree. 
Both then move a little in the same 
direction around the tree and repeat 
the process. As they move steadily 
around the tree the outermost leaves 
and shoots are covered in a fine 
loose net of cotton into which the 
birds will not wish to y.
The advantage of this method is that 
the cotton can simply be cut away 
with the prunings at the end of the 
season when the tree is dormant.

Scarecrows
Make a traditional scarecrow using a 
broomstick, old clothes and some 
form of stuffing. For this method to 
work, you must move your scare 
crow periodically so that the birds do 
not get used to it. One with arms that 
move is even better ~ loose sleeves 
blowing in the wind. Or, if you have 
access to a car-dealership, ask if you 
can borrow their blow-up dancing 
man for the summer.

How to stop birds 
eating your fruit
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PEST CONTROL
Balloons 
Tying blown-up balloons to your trees 
can help (with the exception of 
lemon trees, but then again, fruit 
eating birds will probably avoid lem-
ons anyway). The balloons will blow 
in the wind, causing movement that 
might scare off birds. If they happen 
to pop every now and then, that will 
also act as a deterrent. Just take care 
to pick up any popped balloons, as  
latex or aluminium foil can be harm-
ful to birds and animals if eaten.

Fake predator birds
An ornamental owl or eagle can help. 
There are advanced versions that 
have ashing eyes and hoot to imi-
tate the real thing.

Attracting predators
Creating conditions to attract natural 
predators is an option. For example, 
installing an owl box near your 
orchard. Some large commercial 
operations hire companies that bring 
raptors to the farm to chase away 
fruit-eaters. For smallholders, this is 

extreme but attracting an owl will 
bring other benefits too ~ rodent 
control being the most obvious. 

Reflective items
These come in a wide range of 
options starting with the cheap old 
CDs and pie tins trick ~ tying CDs 
and aluminum pie dishes to your 
branches so that the reection throws 
the birds off. Fancier versions include 
a product which uses light beams 
reected through direct sunlight. A 
reective pyramid rotates, creating 
beams of light in a changing pattern. 
These light beams disorientate birds 
and prevent them from coming in to 
land near the pyramid. These systems 
are powered by a small solar-
powered motor, battery-powered or 
more rudimentary wind-powered 
options which rotate as the wind 
blows. These retail from around R1 
500 up to more than R6 000 for 
sophisticated options. According to 
some manufacturers, systems such as 
these should be used as infestation 
reduction and not as a catch-all solu-
tion. On average, they prevent the 
presence of about seven out of every 
ten garden birds. Any reective 
system will not work for roosting or 
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PEST CONTROL
nesting birds, as their lack of ight 
means they will not see the beams of 
light. Additionally, experts recom-
mend any reective measures be put 
into place at least three weeks before 
your fruit start to ripen, as once the 
birds start feeding it is very difficult to 
chase them away.

Ultrasonic emitters
There are devices that emit a very 
high-pitched sound undetectable by 
humans. These are also used in pest 
control for rats, mice and squirrels. 
Their effectiveness on birds is up for 
debate with some growers swearing 
by them. 
However, the sound can also be 
detected by dogs and cats, so 

smallholders with pets should use 
these with caution to prevent causing 
distress to your (or your neighbour's) 
pets.

Finding alternative food sources
Some experts recommend creating 
an alternative food source, far away 
from your fruit trees. Setting up a bird 
feeder on the opposite end of your 
property will draw the birds away 
from your fruit. 
However, this is only recommended 
in conjunction with a few other meth-
ods. A deterrent at the trees com-
bined with an attraction elsewhere 
might fool the birds into thinking the 
feeding station is simply an easier and 
safer meal-ticket. a



HUSQVARNA TILLERS

WE ARE HUSQVARNA WWW.HUSQVARNA.CO.ZA

Tillers are great for breaking up small plots or for tunnel maintenance. A well 

thought-out combination of power, versatility and ergonomics makes your 

work easy – even under tough conditions.

WE ARE

PRODUCERS
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S
emi-rural or rural residents in 
North West Province, Gauteng 
and Mpumalanga will be aware 

of the ongoing invasion of grasslands 
by Pompom weed (Campuloclinium 
macrocephalum). 
Sadly, it has also been detected in 
KwaZulu Natal and the Free State.
Pompom is a owering perennial 
from South America that has spread 
eastwards through South Africa at an 
alarming rate. Plant experts estimate 
that it increased its range by up to 
671% between 2006 and 2016. (B 
W van Wilgen et al, 2020)
It has a uffy pink ower head, 
which appears in profusion in late 
spring and summer. Stems are green 
to purplish, up to 1,3m high, which 
die back each year, and the leaves 
are light green and serrated. 
When it is found in dense patches, it 
makes a pretty sight. However, 
Pompom weed threatens grasslands, 
open savanna and wetlands by 
decreasing the carrying capacity of 
the land. The plant is unpalatable to 
wildlife and agricultural livestock and 
causes skin irritations in animals. It 
threatens biodiversity, conservation, 
agriculture and tourism. 
According to the National 
Environmental Management: 
Biodiversity Act 2004 (Nemba) it is a 

Category 1b weed. This means that it 
must be removed or destroyed. Any 
form of trade or planting is strictly 
prohibited.
Yet the SA Smallholder regularly 
receives comments from readers who 
are doing their best to eradicate the 
weed, but their neighbours are doing 
nothing. This means that their own 
land is regularly re-infested. 
These plants are deemed to have 
such a high invasive potential that 
infestations can qualify to be placed 
under a government-sponsored inva-
sive species management 
programme. The SA National 
Biodiversity Institute (Sanbi) urges 
people to report sightings of these 
plants to their Early Detection & 
Rapid Response team (EDRR). 
The EDRR teams need to know the 
infestation's locality (the exact local-
ity, by supplying landmarks or GPS 
information if possible).
This process, however, seems to be 
as effective as tilting at windmills. 
Efforts by the SA Smallholder to con-
tact them proved fruitless. The 
Pretoria switchboard simply dropped 
the call without answering. And 

Pompom weed
revisited
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nobody was available to take the call 
at the Cape Town number provided 
and a message left on voicemail has 
to date not received a response.
Next the Smallholder called the hot-
line for the Dept of Environment and 
held on for ten minutes for an agent 
to become available. The recorded 
message stated that one could email 
them on callcentre@environ-
ment.gov.za. We have emailed them. 
Perhaps in future editions we will be 
able to report on the response.
More locally we tried to get informa-
tion from our metro environmental 
department, but were sent from one 
person to another and are still wait-
ing to be told who we should actu-

ally speak to. So much for the 
“Green Scorpions”.

What you can do
But back to the field: the weed is 
fiendish in its ability to endure and 
multiply. 
Propagation is by thousands of tiny 
seeds that burst from the mature 
ower heads and are borne on even 
a slight breeze over a vast area. The 
plant can also reproduce vegeta-
tively, ie a small piece of stem, if 
dropped on the ground can under 
the right conditions put out roots and 
begin life anew.
It survives fires and frost during the 
winter months because all of its living 
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components are in a dormant state 
underground. Under drought condi-
tions during summer it can revert to 
a dormant state by withdrawing its 
nutrients from the shoots back to the 
roots. 
In general, physical methods of con-
trol, such as uprooting or hoeing, are 
ineffective and make the problem 
worse through disturbance.
Pompom weed expert Hildegard 
Klein of the Agricultural Research 
Council (ARC), stresses, “Do not 
burn the infestations, as this removes 
surrounding plants that might pro-
vide competition to the weed.” She 
also advises protecting one's area 
against fire. 
The best one can do according to 

Klein is to remove the owers before 
they mature, with as much of the 
stem as possible, putting them in a 
black bin bag, to contain the spread 
of the seed. Sealing the bag and leav-
ing it in the sun for a few days will 
effectively “cook” the seedheads and 
kill the stems. 
Cutting off the blooms without the 
stem will simply result in the plant 
putting out branches with new ow-

Cutting and removing pompom weed.
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ers, particularly early in the growing 
season.
It is vital that this be done again and 
again, as mowing will not cause the 
plant to die back, it will simply 
restrict further distribution of seeds.
In the case of single or very few 
pompom plants in an area, each 
plant can be dug up, taking care to 
remove at least the root crown (the 
area where the stem is attached to 

the roots) 
from the 
soil. 
Once the 
root 
crown 
has been 
removed, 

the roots should not re-grow. 
It is important to cause as little soil 
disturbance as possible, in order to 
prevent the mass-germination of 
seeds.
There are herbicides that are cur-
rently registered for use on pompom 
weed: Brush-Off, Access 240 and 
Climax.
Smallholders also need to be 
proactive in terms of maintaining the 
natural vegetation on our plots, keep-
ing it in a healthy state. 
Well-managed pastures are better 
able to resist invasion by pompom 
weed (and any weeds, for that mat-
ter) than overgrazed, frequently-
burned out rangelands in poor con-
dition. aPompom infestation. Image: ARC
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The Agricultural Research 
Council (ARC) has been work-
ing on the use of biocontrol 

agents against pompom weed for 
many years. 
Biological weed control entails 
importing insects or pathogens (eg, 
fungi) from the weed's country of 
origin, testing them for host-
specificity in quarantine, and then 
releasing those that damage the tar-
get weed but do not develop on any 
other plant species. (Klein, 2001) It is 
important to bear in mind that 
biocontrol agents rarely eradicate a 
weed altogether. Where they are 
successful, they reduce the weed to 
manageable levels.
In 2013 the ARC released the stem- 
and leaf-deforming thrips (Liothrips 
tractabilis) on pompom weed at 
Rietvlei Nature Reserve near Pretoria. 
According to Liame van der 
Westhuizen of the ARC Weeds 
Division, over a quarter of a million 
insects have been released since 
then, at over 150 sites throughout 
the invaded range. Most of the 
releases have been made in the 
densely infested Gauteng (65%) and 
North West provinces (24%), fol-
lowed by Mpumalanga and Limpopo 
with less than 10% each. 
Once established, the thrips can be 
found on 25-80% of pompom plants, 

resulting in a significant reduction in 
plant height, the number of buds per 
inorescence, the total number of 
buds per plant, as well as the number 
of seeds per bud.   
Pompom infestations in KZN have 
also been agged and although some 
municipalities have early detection 
and response protocols and budgets 
in place, many others do not. 
Although initial dispersal of L 
tractabilis from a release site appears 
to be slow, covering distances of less 
than 15m per season, inter-site dis-
persal can increase in range by up to 
9km when the thrips migrate 
between pompom populations. This 
was the case with sites monitored 
within Gauteng and Mpumalanga 
where long distance dispersal 
became apparent five to seven sea-
sons post release. 
The main drivers behind the dispersal 
of L tractabilis are still being investi-
gated. It is well known that various 
stimuli, including variation in temper-
ature, precipitation, resource abun-
dance, population density and 
resource quality are associated with 
migration.

www.sasmallholder.co.za

ARC tackles pompom 
weed problem

Pompom flower-feeding moth, Cochylis 
campuloclinium.
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Both pompom thrips nymphs and 
adults feed on the stems and leaf 
tissue at the apical shoot tips of pom-
pom weed. This causes deformities in 
plant growth, which reduces its 
height, biomass and ower produc-
tion. 

Although damage to the stem tips 
may encourage the plants to send 
out lateral branches in response, the 
rapid population increase of the 
agent ensures that the new shoot tips 
are also attacked, and these display 

similar damage. The thrips has great-
est impact on seedlings, or on new 
spring regrowth.
Dispersal of the thrips after release is 
slow but steady, with the impact on 
infected plants becoming more 
noticeable over a period from three 
to five seasons following the initial 
release.
In addition to the thrips there is a 
new development in the battle 
against the weed. A number of years 
ago the ARC evaluated and obtained 
permission for the release of a sec-
ond insect agent, the ower-feeding 
moth Cochylis campuloclinium. After 
quite a long delay, a new culture of 
the ower-feeding moth was finally 
imported early in 2021 and is cur-
rently being reared in the ARC-PHP 
Roodeplaat quarantine facility. 
Van der Westhuizen told the SA 
Smallholder that they are using the 

Reduced leaves early in the season because 
of the thrips feeding. 
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