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Working together, locally

Followers of last year's municipal elections will know that the 
Democratic Alliance gained its 

first foothold in the Natal Midlands 
when a DA mayor was installed in 
uMngeni Local Municipality. In his elec-
tion campaign 30-year-old Christopher 
Pappas made all the usual promises of 
cleaning up the streets, cutting verges 
and filling potholes in the town. So, 
soon after his installation as mayor he 
went walkabout through the town's 
municipal workshops, garages, etc look-
ing for the equipment with which to 
fulfil his promises ~ tractors, gang-
mowers, brushcutters, compactors. 
What he found was, well, nothing. 
Nothing much of use, anyway. It was 
either broken or … gone. How, there-
fore, to fulfil those election promises? 
Pappas approached the town's 
businesspeople with an idea. Divert the 
money you would spend on marketing 
for a few months to a fund in the 
municipality. This kitty would be used 
to repair and buy the equipment neces-
sary to start fixing the town's infrastruc-
ture. In turn, the businesses and their 
workers would enjoy a visible improve-
ment in their environment, and the 
municipality would undertake to pro-
mote those participating businesses 
through its own channels. As one busi-
nessman commented, “It seems ridicu-
lous that we should have to contribute 
more, having already paid our rates and 
taxes, but if we want our town to thrive 
that's what we've got to do.”

This kind of “stop com-
plaining and do some-
thing” attitude is gaining 
hold countrywide, it seems. In 
Gauteng, for example, there's the Heal 
the Hennops initiative which has been 
busy for a couple of years, constantly 
cleaning a river which runs through the 
heart of the Jo’burg/Pretoria conurba-
tion. And there are the Litterboom 
Projects, trying to control the ow of 
plastic and rubbish on major rivers such 
as the uMngeni in KZN and the 
Liesbeeck in Cape Town. Elsewhere, 
throughout the country, groups of resi-
dents are increasingly coming together 
to put right what irks them. In one case 
it has involved the community replacing 
a hopelessly rutted track through their 
village with a road made of closely-
packed rocks, Roman road style. 
Most ordinary South Africans want the 
same things: a harmonious life with 
functioning amenities of convenience. 
And, as many local municipalities 
throughout the country increasingly let 
us down we are prepared to come 
together to do it ourselves. And that 
feeling is deeply satisfying when the 
task is complete and the outcomes are 
visible.
Much more satisfying than endlessly 
protesting by blocking a highway with 
rocks and tyres or burning down a shop-
ping mall. That behaviour will, frankly, 
get us nowhere.
Pete Bower
Editor
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As life returns to normal after 
the Covid pandemic 2022 is 
shaping up to be “the year of 

the shows” again, with a full calendar 
of agricultural events pencilled in 
countrywide.
But, the unusual times have necessi-
tated some reshufing of dates in 
certain cases. Most obvious of these 
is the 59th Walkerville Agricultural 
Show, last held the weekend before 
the initial hard lockdown was 
imposed in 2020. It is now scheduled 
to take place on 3 and 4 September, 
in place of its usual dates earlier in 
the year. Meanwhile at Nampo Park 
outside Bothaville preparations are 
well under way for a full Harvest Day 
show this year after, effectively, a 
break of two years (in 2020 the phys-
ical event was replaced with a very 
innovative, yet scaled-down virtual 
event, which was not repeated last 
year). The Nampo Harvest Day is 
thus back on track in its usual place 

on the calendar, namely 17 to 20 
May.
Thereafter, exhibitors who do a cir-
cuit of the big shows have a week in 
which to move their stands to 
Pietermaritzburg for KwaZulu-Natal's 
biggest show, the Royal.
On the Highveld, the popular self-
sufficiency show Kragdag is to be 
held from 11 to 13 August. Cancelled 
by order of the Tshwane Municipality 
in 2020, it was the one show in 
Gauteng that went ahead late last 
year. Also back on the calendar after 
a break of two years is the Nampo 
Cape show, to be held as in the past 
at Bredasdorp from 14 to 17 
September. And, spread throughout 
the year are smaller regional shows in 
many towns across the country, giving 
local producers and farmers a chance 
to showcase their products and live-
stock, and giving manufacturers and 
dealers a chance to interact with their 
clients in the region. a

Agri shows back in 
full force this year



WE ARE

GAME CHANGERS

HUSQVARNA 540I XP® CHAINSAW

WWW.HUSQVARNA.CO.ZA

We are designed for you.

We are innovation.

We are Husqvarna.



www.sasmallholder.co.zawww.sasmallholder.co.zawww.sasmallholder.co.zawww.sasmallholder.co.zawww.sasmallholder.co.za

EVENTS

www.sasmallholder.co.za

To help you plan your activities, 
here is a list of some of the 
shows and exhibitions planned 

around South Africa during 2022.
3-5 March: Swellendam Show, WC
12 March: 14th Overvaal Dexter Club 
auction, GP
15-17 March: Africa Agri-tech, 
Pretoria, GP
24-26 March: Beaufort West Show, 
WC
1-3 April: Bathurst Show, EC
7-9 April: Clanwilliam Show, WC
23-27 April: Protea Cullifest, Cullinan, 
GP
27 April-7 May: Bloemfontein Show, 
FS
28 April-1 May: East London Show, EC
17-20 May: Nampo Harvest Day, 
Bothaville, FS
27 May-5 June: Royal Show, 
Pietermaritzburg, KZN
9-12 June: Western Cape Poultry 
Show, WC
27-30 July: Lutzville Show, WC
11-13 Aug: Kragdag, Pretoria East, GP

25-27 August: George Show, WC
26-27 August: Porterville Show, WC
3-4 September: 59th Walkerville 
Agricultural Show, GP
7-10 September: Swartland Show, WC
14-17 September: Nampo Cape show, 
Bredasdorp, WC
29 September-10 October: Tulbagh 
Show, WC
4-8 October: Robertson Show, WC
13-15 October: Villiersdorp Show, WC
20-22 October: Prince Albert Show, 
WC
21-22 October: Loeriesfontein Show, 
NC
22-23 October: Cradock Agricultural 
Show, EC
27-29 October: Malmesbury Show, 
WC

Mark these dates for 
agri events in 2022



FOR THE SMALL HOLDER 

TUFFY MINI ROUND BALER 

TRB 0850, TRB 0870 and TRB 1070 

TUFFY SLASHER 

800mm, 1.2m, 1.5m and 1.8m 

TUFFY HAYCUTTER 

1.2m, 1.5m and 1.8m 

TUFFY DISC HARROW 

10, 12, 14, 16, 18 and 22 disc 

TUFFY S-TINE TILLER 

5, 9, 13 and 16 tine 

TUFFY ROTOVATOR 

1m, 1.25m and 1.5m 

All implement replacement parts, any make 
or model 

Disc bearings, disc shafts, disc spacers, 
ripper tines, cultivator tines, bolts and nuts, 
PTO’s, universals, yokes, sprockets, chain, 

implement pins, top links, mower spare 
parts, blades, bolts, bushes. Proudly 

manufactured in South-Africa. 

Visit our new 

. 
Located in 

ELOFF. 

Implement Sales 0765609856 

Enquiries 

0136653054 

3rd Street 8, 

Delmas 

accounts@mnani.co.za 

sales@mnani.co.za 

gert@mnani.co.za 
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The ongoing management mess 
at the government-owned  
Onderstepoort Biological 

Products (OBP) has now prompted 
an open letter from a group of heavy-
hitters in the animal veterinary sector, 
who have suggested that the time has 
come to allow pharmaceutical pro-
ducers in the private sector to take 
over the production of vital animal 
vaccines if OBP continues to be 
unable to supply.
The problems that have beset OBP 
are nothing new. OBP is a state-
owned entity that manufactures and 
distributes the vaccines developed by 

the Onderstepoort Veterinary 
Research Institute, which falls under 
the control of the Agricultural 
Research Council (ARC).
Vaccines and drugs produced by 
OBP cover the whole gamut of live-
stock ailments, including  African 
horse sickness, Rift Valley fever, 
bluetongue disease, heartwater, 
anaplasmosis, red water and lumpy 
skin disease, etc. With many of the 
vaccines produced by OBP unavail-
able elsewhere in the world, OBP is a 

OBP’s woes continue, 
veterinary industry suffers
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vital link in the health of livestock.
More than a decade ago it was 
becoming apparent that OBP needed 
expanding, with money needed for 
refurbishment of critical machines 
and replacement of others.
In 2014, R500-million was given to 
OBP to build a new vaccine plant, 
say the writers. However, nearly eight 
years after the funds were made 
available, OBP has little to show for 
it, apart from nearly R100-million 
spent to upgrade offices, install a 
private toilet for the CEO and build a 
new canteen. For the last few years, 
stock owners have been faced with 
periodic delays and shortages of vac-
cines. Now, even delayed deliveries 
seem to have ground to a stop, and 
news is spreading that OBP is effec-
tively defunct as a vaccine company, 
says the group. As long ago as 2017, 
the minister of agriculture, forestry 
and fisheries appointed a new OBP 
board which was supposed to correct 
the situation. After a long process Dr 
Baty Dungu was appointed the new 
CEO. Skilled and experienced, he 

completed his PhD while working at 
the Onderstepoort Veterinary 
Research Institute. 
Under his guidance, the building of 
the new vaccine plant was put back 
on track and within a few months, 
the supply of vaccines improved.
However, disgruntled staff started 
making allegations against the new 
CEO and in December 2020 went on 
strike. In 2020, however, the board's 
term expired and new members 
were brought in, very few of whom 
had any experience in the field of 
vaccine production or even agricul-
ture. Dr Dungu was summarily 
placed on suspension and, after 
almost eight months, remains sus-
pended. The minister appointed an 
interim CEO, who resigned after only 
a few months for health reasons.
And now, “vaccine provision seems 
to have ground to a halt”.
The vaccine strains that have been 
developed by OVR (with taxpayer's 
money) must be made available to 
private companies if OBP cannot 
guarantee availability, say the writers.
“This is essential for the maintenance 
of livestock and animal health in 
South Africa and neighbouring coun-
tries.” a
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SMART SMALLHOLDERS

mallholders looking for inspira-
tion will find it in the Ocean 
View Organic Farm (Ovof), 

where a co-operative of five women 
took the opportunity that was offered 
to them.
Ocean View is a township near 
Kommetjie, Cape Town. Justin 
Bonello, the television braai master, 
enabled a horticultural learnership for 
20 members of this disadvantaged 
community. 
The group ~ known as the Kos 

2Gangsters ~ cleared 600m of land at 
Ocean View High School and started 
a small vegetable farm from scratch. 
Co-operative chair lady, Sophia 
Grodes, told the SA Smallholder how 
it was all done by hand, as they had 
no machinery. “You should have seen 
the blisters! And now, I could grate 
cheese with my fingers, 'cos they're so 
rough.”
After ten participants had qualified, 
they were offered the farm to carry 
on with their work. “Five of us 
women farmers ~ they called us the 
compost ladies ~ decided to take up 
the offer. We registered an agricul-
tural co-operative and now this is our 
project.”
The other members of the co-
operative are Nikky Jacobs, Laurice 
Petersen, Carrin Roberts and Merna 

Booysen.
They lease the land from the Dept of 
Public Works (PWD).
They follow organic growing practices 
and are part of a Participatory 
Guarantee System (PGS). Their farm 
was assessed and, apart from their 
seeds, everything was declared to be 
organic.
“It's very difficult to get organic seeds 
and they are very expensive,” Grodes 
comments.
In a PGS group, members visit each 
other's properties annually, so that 
they can inspect their farming meth-
ods, as well as share knowledge 
based on their own experiences. 
Grodes is also trained as what is 
known as a pollinator, to assess other 
organic operations throughout the 
Western Cape and to establish new 
PGS groups.
Their fundamental focus is soil build-
ing. “You've got to love the soil. Like 
a doctor does ward checks in the 
morning, so do we take an hour to 
check the land and the plants.
If we see insects, we pick them off by 

S
All images courtesy: 
Y Our Stories_Amplifying our Narrative

“Kos Gangsters” find 
peace in organics
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hand. We put the snails in a bucket 
of water. After a while we will pour 
the water on our cabbages, because 
snails don't like the smell of their own 
dead.”
They use other produce on the farm, 
such as chillis and marigolds, to make 
organic pesticides.
This is not just a job for these 
women. “Some of us used to suffer 
from depression, but once we devel-
oped this connection with the soil, 
we were able to stop taking our medi-
cation.”
Ovof produces 150 boxes of organic 
produce a month. They take their 
produce by wheelbarrow into the 
community to sell. They also have 
stalls at markets such as the 

Collaborate Market in Fish Hoek. 
They don't have access to a vehicle, 
so they have to factor the cost of an 
Uber into their budget. 
“Somebody donated a trailer to us, 
which we have called Lollipop. We 
are going to attach it to a bicycle, 
which will make our deliveries eas-
ier.”

Merna Booysen of Ovof.
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Their produce is seasonal. They not 
only grow fresh vegetables but also 
herbs and owers.

“I say that plants have their birthdays 
and graveyard days. So they must be 
planted at the right time for each 
kind of vegetable, so they have the 
right weather for their life cycle.”
Summer or winter, a farmer must be 
there every day. In the Cape winters 
they use black bags to create their 
rain wear. “So we are fashion design-
ers and seamstresses as well,” laughs 
Sophia. They have learnt a huge 
amount in the last three years. Not 
only have they learnt about living soil 
and planting, organic fertilising and 
pest control, but also about succes-
sion planting and production plan-

ning. “When we started the co-op 
we had no business skills. We had to 
learn about budgeting and market-
ing.”
Their biggest challenge is theft. They 
can't afford security. They have a 
borehole, with six large storage tanks 
to support their irrigation system. 
However, the wiring for their auto-
mated system was stolen, so they 
need to operate it manually. “We do 
get discouraged sometimes, but this 
is our baby and we wouldn't dream 
of walking away from it or giving it to 
someone else.” They have a small 
café, called the Hoenderhok, where 
they serve pizzas, sandwiches, scones 
and freshly made juices. The café is 
currently being renovated and they 
are looking forward to reopening 
with a bang. It supplies an additional 
revenue stream. Ovof is included as a 
destination in tours around the South 
Peninsula. Visitors are shown around 
the farm and educated about organic 
farming, before they sit down to a 
delicious meal.
“There's a magic about this place; we 
can see how it affects people when 

Some of Ovof’s produce.
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SMART SMALLHOLDERS
they come here.” A future plan is to 
establish a processing centre on the 
farm. “But, our goal is zero hunger. 
We are becoming trainers, so that we 
can teach people in the community 
to grow their own food.”
For more information about these 
highly motivated women, check out 
their social media presence, phone 
Sophia on 072 984 8815 or email 
sophiagrodes7@gmail.com. a

WATCH NOW

All about organic growing
f you have been inspired by our article Ion an organic farming operation on the Cape Peninsula, you may be interested 

to learn more about organic farming prac-
tices. 
Follow the links below to see our latest 
special feature all about organic growing.

q Getting started with organic growing

q Crops & Livestock: The principles 
of organic farming

q What goes into healthy organic soil?

q Organic control of pests, disease and 
weeds

q How to get organic certification









https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCTntw7i2VdJOQLoPo798Pw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCTntw7i2VdJOQLoPo798Pw
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCCTntw7i2VdJOQLoPo798Pw
https://www.facebook.com/tanya.farmingsa
https://www.facebook.com/tanya.farmingsa
https://www.property24.com/estate-agents/tjaart-steenkamp-eiendomme/tanya-swartz/74709
https://www.property24.com/estate-agents/tjaart-steenkamp-eiendomme/tanya-swartz/74709
https://www.property24.com/estate-agents/tjaart-steenkamp-eiendomme/tanya-swartz/74709
https://www.property24.com/estate-agents/tjaart-steenkamp-eiendomme/tanya-swartz/74709
https://www.property24.com/for-sale/tarlton/krugersdorp/gauteng/12969/110570207
https://www.property24.com/for-sale/tarlton/krugersdorp/gauteng/12969/110570207
https://www.property24.com/for-sale/tarlton/krugersdorp/gauteng/12969/110570207
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