








4 a depth of 5-
7 /cm. Straw
4 mulch is an
excellent
choice for
8 vegetable
gardens. It
& decomposes
i over time,
y releasing
? organic
material and

nutrients into the soil as a result. Wood shav-
ings/sawdust, grass cuttings or even newspaper can
be used. Mulch should not be used in wet areas or
low-lying areas as too much moisture can lead to
problems such as root rot. The old wives tale of using
discarded polypropylene feed sacks (or maize-meal
bags) should not be trusted. These plastic bags will
cause a pollution problem down the line.

k

'

Mulching with Wood chips.

Soil health

The way in which you manage your soil health, and

IN THE GARDEN

the elimination of pests and weeds will also play a
role in ensuring you are farming in a climate-smart
way. First, additives you might need to use in your
soil can create far-reaching effects. A healthy soil, rich
in organic matter will not only benefit your crops, but
also assist in water retention and therefore mean you
will need less frequent watering or irrigation. Using
compost will go a long way to help you achieve a
climate-smart soil.

Cover crops will also assist in limiting, and in some
cases completely eradicating, the growth of weeds.
Recommended cover crops include oats, velvet
beans, cowpeas, forage sorghum, dry beans, soya
beans, clover, chickpeas, buckwheat, barley, wheat,
lupines, lucerne, teff, ryegrass, and vetch. Before you
choose a cover crop, you must take into account the
existing ecology of your soil, the growth patterns of
your crops (are you growing vines, plants with long
stalks, root vegetables etc) and climate factors such as
frost. You must also make sure that your cover crop
will not compete for nutrients and water with your
vegetables.

Alternative growing methods

Crop yield for small-scale producers ~ those growing
Continued on page 19

BUILD STRUCTURES

19mm Square | 25mm Round

= 4

STRONG
& DURABLE

QUICK
ASSEMBLY O

Carports | Housing | Storage |

71
U\ --\ /
e emEema 53 RO
——— . oy
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Available in: 50mm Square | 38mm Square | 25mm Square

HEAVY DUTY OUTDOOR CUSTOM BUILDS:

Solar Structures | Greenhouses | Animal Enclosures |
Bakkie Railings + more

WITHOUT WELDING

38mm
5% stronger*

- -

* Than the equivalent weld using 1.6mm wall thickness
mild steel tubing in independent tests at Connect-it.

NO POWER SAVINGS
REQUIRED TIME/ENERGY/LABOUR

|
GONNECT-il
EMPOWERING YOU
oo i }mrwf
012 004 0774

sales@connect-it.cc
www.connect-it.cc

-

T

Herman
Tel. 082 556 5591

VISIT www.connect-it.cc/where-to-buy-connect-it/ to find a stockist or order online
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https://www.connect-it.cc/where-to-buy-connect-it/

OPEN
MONDAY TO THURSDAY: 08HO0 TO 17H00;
FRIDAY: 08H00 TO 15H00; SATURDAY 08HO00 TO 11H00
Sections 6-7 & 9-10 Maranatha Business Park, CLOSED ON SUNDAYS & PUBLIC HOLIDAYS

Middle Muir Avenue, Anderbolt Ext lll, Boksburg

Prices valid while current stocks last.
All prices include VAT.

N N N Y A I
HINGED-JOINT FIELD FENCING
LENGTH: 100m per roll

9 HORIZONTAL STRANDS (2.24mm thick high-strain wire)

VERTICAL STRANDS 2mm thick
@ SPACING BETWEEN VERTICAL STRANDS = 15cm

P —~ ROLL WIDTH: 1200mm = R1995
' (Other sizes available.)

[ WEBSITE: www.maxishare.co.za

WELDMESH

(GALVANISED BEFORE WELDING)

ROLL LENGTH: 30 metres
WIRE DIAMETER 1.6mm
APERTURE: 13mm x 13mm
ROLL WIDTH:
1200mm = R4950

HEAVY DUTY
J CLIPS

£r 7 SN . pv s S NS ~

E-MAIL: maxishare@mweb.co.za
salesl@maxishare.co.za; sales2@maxishare.co.za

: - P / . ot Sl S
N // //4 TEL: 066-587-0774; 066-586-9615

NO CHEQUES ACCEPTED Galvanised products are used for livestock and humans entirely at customer’s risk.

26° 12.435’S 28° 16.107°E

[
L
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tel:0665870774
www.maxishare.co.za

Bag growing. Images: ARC

for their own kitchens and maybe some friends,
neighbours or staff members ~ can be increased by
growing vertically. This will reduce run-off and
maximize what you can get out of a limited amount
of soil. Popular vertical growing methods include bags
(such as old feed sacks) in which holes are cut and
your seedlings or seeds planted. This means your
vegetables are contained in a much smaller area,
water used trickles down to a number of plants at
once and you will get maximum use out of a small
amount of soil. A vertical garden can also be watered
by hand with a watering can, meaning no electricity
is needed.

TATA MA TARPS
&LININGS

«w-r./; Fon 1‘

f"ff.-’f‘,ﬂeh A

anna
¢

Zinc Dals & Tanks
Sinkdamme & Tenks

Poultry Curtains
Hoenderhok Seile

Sgifer. | ".I_J_—.'-JL,;;E_-_TJ%. i . e
3?2 279 3294
www.lalamatarps.co.za

IN THE GARDEN

The Dept of Agriculture has compiled a list of
drought-tolerant crops. These are indigenous or
indigenised crops that, as demonstrated in our
ongoing series on indigenous orphan crops (page 11),
are largely underutilized.

Pearl millet, for example, is already popular among
subsistence farmers who keep livestock. It grows in a
wide variety of soils and arid or semi-arid conditions.
It has a higher oil content that maize, and is less
susceptible to pests than more common grains such
as maize or wheat. Taro (or amadumbe) produces
edible leaves and corms. It is high in carbohydrates
and protein. It is most commonly found in KwaZulu
Natal and the Eastern Cape. Sweet potato is an
important root crop that can be grown year-round in
South Africa's tropical and subtropical regions. The
plant is drought tolerant once established so it can
also be grown in dry regions. It is also a simple plant
to grow because the vines and roots can be easily
stored or propagated, making it easily shareable
between neighbours, or for the following growing
season. Some other crops to consider are Swiss chard
(despite the fact that Swiss chard has a similar
appearance to spinach, it produces much broader
leaves with thicker stems), cowpeas, pigeon peas,
amaranth and bambara ground nuts. &

SEPTIC TANK
PUMPING

GAUTENG
0861 11 33 24

yew:ST FRANCIS BAY

071 246 8555

WE TAKE YOUR SHIT!

19

www.sasmallholder.co.za


www.tatamatarps.co.za
tel:0860113324

TRACTORS

How to choose a tractor for your plot

ith the highveld ploughing and planting

season just about upon us, eager new

smallholders may be thinking of buying a
tractor for their plots.
Their question will be “do | buy a new, or used,
tractor?” And “what make should | look for?”
The real question that needs answering, however, is
not strictly about the tractor, but is, in fact, “how
much work will the tractor actually do?”
The point is that many smallholders are no more than
weekend farmers, holding down weekday jobs totally
unrelated to farming,
Therefore, the tractor will only work at weekends and
over holidays. But tractor work, such as ploughing,
planting, cutting, raking and baling are tasks that are
completed only once, or at most twice, each year.
Thus, assuming one's plot has the space and fields for
both cultivation and fodder growth (rather than only
one or the other), and that one wishes to achieve all
the tasks listed above, and that the size of the lands
concerned means that each task will take two days'
work to complete, one's tractor will actually work for
only ten days a year.
And that assumes one's tractor comes with the set of
different implements necessary to complete the tasks

. efficiently.
Ten days of work a
year hardly warrants
great expenditure on
a fancy, expensive
state-of-the-art
 machine, does it?
On the other hand,

one can be sure that,
along with the
implements men-

Landini Solis 20.

HRM 071 09 mo

PROJECTS | molthahnhans@gmail.com

tioned, one will acquire others, notably a farm trailer,
and possibly some static PTO-driven items such as a
concrete mixer, or a chipper, meaning that the tractor
will actually work more.

is at Ias 47 '

Smartly refurbls ed Massey—Ferguson 1
years old.

So with the realisation that, if one is a weekend
farmer on a smallholding, this activity will limit one's
usage of a tractor, one can make a more informed
decision as to what to buy: new or used?

The advantage of buying a new tractor will be that
the machine will likely have some kind of guarantee,
and possibly a service plan. It will also likely be more
fuel efficient, and technologically advanced, than an
older machine.

Nevertheless, care needs to be taken when selecting
the make of tractor, and the cheapest in one's power
range may not be the best bet in the medium to long
run.

For example, over the last 20-odd years, tractor
brands have come and gone in South Africa. Stud,
Foton, Jinma, Indotrak, Farmtrac ~ and others ~ are
a small sample of the brands that appeared, some
with great fanfare, and which, after a few years,
faded away. Some, such as the Stud models, were
simply rebranded Chinese machines (Studs were
two-wheel, single-cylinder walk-behinds), while
others such as Foton, Jinma and Farmtrac were

YOUNG WAL
v’ -'w-
THEES "

Haraaniglnu ared 7

08233966M ..
nedavies@mweb.

brands that were, or are, well-known in other

Repairs & Restorations of All
Tractors, Stationary Engines etc
Jokan Bouwer Martina Bouwer

072 576 2392 072 861 6980
403 Bakenkloof Street Pretoria North
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tel:0716096260
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tel:0725762392

countries but which simply never achieved the critical
mass in South African sales necessary to support the
brands long-term.

Lately, too, tractor brands hitherto unknown in South
Africa have made their appearance, including Tafe
from India, and various Eastern European brands,
although there is also a strong showing still of new
Chinese brands. It remains to be seen whether, like
the brands mentioned earlier, sales of these models
achieve the critical mass necessary to support a dealer
and parts network in the long-term.

Also, it does not necessarily follow that replacement
parts for well-known “traditional” models will fit on
lookalike Chinese or Indian successors.

TRACTORS

Thus, regardless of whether you buy new or used, it
makes sense to rather stick to the well-known makes
which have been around for decades such as
Landini, Massey-Ferguson, John Deere or New
Holland for example.

But for most smallholders, budget constraints will
mean that one's purchase might be based on price
rather than power, modernity or driver comfort.
Thus, if one is looking in the used tractor market one
of the questions worth asking and answering is “how
used is the machine?” Clearly a “fixer-upper” or a
“restorer's dream” may be had for only a few thou-
sand rand, covered in dust and with flat, perished
tyres in some farmer's shed.

But the hours of work necessary to source replace-
ment parts and put them all together may make the
project more expensive than buying an already-
restored machine.

If one decides to buy an already-restored machine
one needs to take care that the tractor has, in fact,
been properly overhauled, and not just merely
repainted and re-decalled.

One should thus stick to dealing with companies
which have long track records in the used-tractor
industry, and good reputations. &

Plant, Grow, Live

BESTSELLING
PORTABLE
GREENHOUSE
& GARDENING
PRODUCTS

We offer uniguely designed
portable walk-in greenhouse
tunnels, garden accessories and
a range of well sourced seeds.

STARTING FROM AS LOW AS R1100

WWW.BELLANDPATON.COM

@ 0836500711 @ 0638520372 @ info@bellandpaton.com
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— IN THE? FIELD
Grasses: What's in a name?

f you keep grazing livestock on your smallholding  The list, which he describes as incomplete and thus a
you will doubtless have looked at the grass grow-  work-in-progress, is presented first in scientific name
ing in your paddocks and marvelled at the variety ~ order and then in common name order.

of species under your feet. It is available from a link in Vol 22 No 2 of
You may, even, have identified some of them, or had  Crassroots, the publication of the Grassland Society
their identity pointed out to you by a more experi- of South Africa.
enced farmer or botanist. The link is https://grassland.org.za/publications/
In the process you will most likely have been given grassroots/common-names-of-south-african-grasses-

|II

one of the more common, or “traditiona
the grass, rather than
the scientific name:
Smutsfinger for Digitaria
eriantha, or teff for
Eragrostis tef, or weep-
ing lovegrass or simply
eragrostis for Eragrostis
curvula, for example.
Indeed, many of the
more common grass
species one encounters
in the veld have multi-
ple names, in all South
Africa's languages.

A good example is
Cynodon dactylon,
commonly known in
English as couch grass,

which has no fewer than JI_J YDHU H‘{DHU HYDRO AXIS

68 common names! P']Uff N[ 201 SHGTON GO 3.8-180
To try to bring some HONONZOD! EHUIONBUD .
clarity to this confusing 1500w DC / AC

subject, grass and
grassland expert Frits van Dual Borehole Pump

Oudtshoorn has com-
piled a list of common
names for 528 of the

estimated 950 grasses

found in southern
Africa « Fully Automatic » Fully Automatic. » Automatic switching.

names for  in-grassroots-b.pdf. &

SOLAR
BOREHOLE

SETS INCLUDE PUMP, MOTOR, CONTROL BOX, FLOAT SWITCH AND SOLAR PANELS.

* Maximum Head: 77m * Maximum Head: 105m. * Maximum Head: 180m.

* Maximum Flow: 1200 I/h. * Maximum Flow: 1700 I/h. * Maximum Flow: 3800 I/h.

* Dry Running Protection * Dry Running Protection. * Powered either by Solar

DC or AC electrical power.

NOW ONLY NOW ONLY NOW ONLY

R1 0 990 incl R1 4 990 incl

7 Finance & Laybuy,options;
available. ' 7
Call Us:

sales@hydropumps.co.za
www.hydro-solutions.co.za

: e
Common finger grass.
Image: Fritz Van Outdshoorn

VISIT OUR STORE IN PTA EAST
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POSITIVE DISPLACEMENT PUMP MANUFACTURERS
SUBMERSIBLE BOREHOLE PUMPS & ACCESSORIES

LIMPOPO

WASA PUMPS TRADING (PTY)LTD
NO.83 NELSON MANDELA DRIVE,
NIRVANA, POLOKWANE

TEL : 015 004 0180
E-MAIL : willem.wasapumpstrading@gmail.com

GAUTENG

WASA PUMPS (PTY)LTD
PLOT 314B, 6TH AVENUE, BREDELL, KEMPTON PARK

TEL : 011 552 5938
E-MAIL : ken.wasapumps@gmail.com

KWA-ZULU NATAL
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p TEL : 031 630 0104
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FOR ALL YOUR
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ANIMAL HEALTH
Know your serious

ith the“current spate of outbreaks of very

serious livestock diseases such as African

Swine Fever, Foot & Mouth Disease,
Newcastle disease and the annual battle against
African Horse Sickness, livestock owners of any size
or type need to be aware of which ailments are given
special status in government regulations and which
require certain actions to be taken by, firstly, the
livestock owner, but then also by a private veterinar-
ian, and also the local State Veterninarian.
The reason is that certain diseases require govern-
ment control as they affect individual animal owners
and also pose serious risks to other farmers or con-
sumers of animal products.
Some diseases may even, through their negative
impact on trade, compromise the agricultural sector
as a whole. Recent outbreaks of African Swine Fever
and Foot & Mouth Disease are cases in point, where
certain countries put embargoes on the importation
of South African meat products.
There are therefore, two categories of serious animal
diseases, namely controlled diseases and notifiable
diseases, which are usually classified as such by

livestock ailments

whether they comply with some of the risk factors
below.

These are:

() Zoonosis: The disease is transmissible to and able
to cause disease in humans.

() Rapid spread: The disease is highly transmissible
and has the potential for rapid spread, independent
of the actual movement of diseased animals and
irrespective of farm boundaries.

[ Collective control: The disease is more effectively
managed by collective control strategies than by the
efforts of an individual animal owner.

() Threat to industry: The disease poses a potential
serious threat to the performance of the agricultural
industry if the current epidemiological and geo-
graphic distribution status in South Africa changes.
() Trade sensitive: The disease can be regarded as a
highly trade-sensitive issue and poses a potential
serious threat to South Africa's international trading
status.

Finally, as a further precaution any animal disease or
infectious agent that is not known to occur in South
Africa is considered both notifiable and controlled.

SPARTS

MOTOR SPARES

Tel: 011 967 1295
Tel: 011 967 2151

Cell: 072 041 7819

Fax:011 963 0473
Fax: 086 218 4686

email: spartscc@mweb.co.za

261 & 262 Stanley Road, Pomona, Kempton Park, CNR of Stanley and High Road
Monday - Friday 07:30 - 17:00, Saturday 08:00 - 13:00, Certain Public Holidays 08:00 - 12:30
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Livestock diseases that are currently accorded both
controlled and notifiable status are:

African horse sickness (AHS)

African Swine Fever (ASF)

Anthrax

Aujeszky's disease

Bacterial Kidney Disease (in fish)

Bovine Contagious Pleuropneumonia (CBPP)
Bovine spongiform encephalopathy (BSE)
Brucellosis (in all animal species)

Classical Swine Fever (CSF)

Contagious Equine Metritis (CEM)
Contagious Haemopoeitic Necrosis (in fish)
Contagious Pancreatic Necrosis (in fish)
Corridor or Buffalo disease (Theileriosis)
Dourine

East Coast Fever

Equine Infectious Anaemia (EIA)

Equine Influenza (El)

Equine Viral Arteritis (EVA)
Foot-and-mouth Disease (FMD)

Glanders

Haemorrhagic Septicaemia (in fish)

Johne's disease (in sheep, cattle and goats)

SHEEP SHEARING SERVICE
SKAAP SKEER DIENS

ANIMAL HEALTH

Koi Herpes Virus

Nagana (Trypanosomiasis)

Newcastle disease

Notifiable Avian Influenza (NAI)

Porcine Reproductive and Respiratory Syndrome
(PRRS)

Psittacosis

Rabies

Rinderpest

Salmonella Enteritidis

Salmonella Gallinarum (Fowl typhoid)
Salmonella Pullorum (Bacillary white diarrhoea)
Scrapie

Sheep scab

Skin conditions in sheep Swine vesicular disease
Tuberculosis

Notifiable diseases include:
Bluetongue

Lumpy Skin Disease

Rift Valley Fever

Cad F SERIES PARTS

F100 & F250

c- CRAIGARY ENTERPRISES CC
’ 99 7th Ave, Edenvale
T: 011 609 3631

F: 011 609 3693

E! craigaw@;global.co.za

Bekostigbare implemente geskik vir die kiein boer

SKRAPER BOSSIEKAPPER

SA SMALL FA '
ONLINE EXCHANGE

+ Free Classified advertisements for smallholders
» Free online market for Produce, Food, Veg, etc...
+ Buy what you need online

No Commission, No Nonsense, Try it Today!!

www.sasfox.co.za

Fm

For commercial DISPLAY

« Sell what you don’t need online :
+ Swop goods, fresh produce etc... advertisi opt“ ns on the site
call or emd us T0DAY

info@sasmallholder.co.za Tel 076 176-7392 or 072 587-9137
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STATISTICS

Survey gives govt the results it wanted

ith the focus of the government since the

dawn of the democratic era having been

on the development of a burgeoning
smallholder farmer sector, how big, actually, has this
sector become? That was the major driver behind a
survey, started in 2019 and completed to report-stage
last year, to quantify, by a host of criteria such as
province, gender and age, the demographics of the
agricultural sector generally, with the focus on new
smallholders.
Results of the survey have been broken down into
individual provincial reports, as well as consolidated
into an overall national Producer/Farmer Report
(PFR).

ANIMAL HEALTH

Strangles

Swine Erysipelas.

Owners or managers of livestock have certain obliga-
tions and duties to perform if they suspect their
charges are infected with a controlled or notifiable
disease.

Samples taken from animals suspected of a controlled
disease must be sent, by the private vet or owner or
manager of the farm, to a department-approved
laboratory.

The laboratory must report all positive and follow-up
results to the private vet or owner, and to the respon-
sible state veterinarian of the area.

If the responsible state veterinarian cannot be
located, the results may be sent to the office of the
provincial Director of Agriculture, who will then
contact the responsible state veterinarian for the area.
If a private veterinarian is involved, it is his or her re-
sponsibility to also contact the state veterinarian of

U el Ul | JERSEY MILK
~dayjfoldssror Salg~ ~ Fresh Full Cream Milk ~
.

R12/litre
(own bottle collected)

Also:
Hard Cheese & Maas

079 976 8268
079 302 21

watershipdownfa

MAJOR SERVICE | MINOR SERVICE | DIAGNOSTICS
WE WORK ON ALL MAKES AND MODELS

OF CARS AND BAKKIES
Shuttlgiaviarirlable

OR

CALL

The objectives of the PFR are:

(U To have a basis from which the performance of
the agricultural sector as it involves smallholder
farmers can be measured;

(U To develop indicators in line with the Medium
Term Strategic Framework (MTSF) and the National
Development Plan (NDP), among others, to help
identify progress in achieving government outcomes;
(U To accurately identify smallholder farmers in terms
of their geographical distribution and agricultural
activities;

[ To establish an up-to-date frame of reference for
conducting agricultural sector surveys in the country;
[ To enable the tracking of agricultural support

the area to ensure that the outbreak has been
reported.

To help with the management of any suspected
outbreak of controlled or notifiable animal disease
the owner should provide an accurate history of what
has happened and what clinical signs are seen, as
well as providing any applicable test results.

The owner, private veterinarian and state veterinarian
should stay in contact until the problem is resolved,
in the best interest of all.

It is important, too, to keep records of all communi-
cations.

Further steps to take should include the Isolation of
all suspected or diseased animals from healthy or
susceptible animals immediately to prevent further
potential spread of disease.

And, as a general rule, farmers should practice good
biosecurity management principles (secure fences, dis-
infection of potentially infected areas, handling
diseased and healthy animals completely separately,

etc.) &

BOXIT

THE BOX YOUR CHICKS PREFER SINCE 2007 ‘

CHICK TRANSPORT
BOXES FOR SALE!
.

= elaine@boxitup.co.za
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impact on beneficiaries and the development of
strategies;

(U To enable better communication with producers
to overcome challenges relating to agricultural
production; and,

() To account for beneficiaries in agriculture who are
entitled to support services.

While the traditional definition of a smallholder is
likely to be based around the size of the land owned
or worked by the farmer or resident, this is clearly
problematic in the overall South African context,
where a smallholder in a particularly fertile region
may only have, say, half a hectare of land, whereas
somebody in a very arid or infertile environment may
need 20 or more hectares to produce sustainably.
Thus, the government's definition, insofar as this
survey is concerned, eschews anything to do with
property size and is described as “A producer or
entity that produces (at primary, secondary and
tertiary level) for household consumption and mar-
kets, therefore farming is consciously undertaken in
order to meet the needs of the household and derive
a source of income.

“These are usually the new entrants aspiring to
produce for the market at a profit with a maximum
annual turnover ranging from R50 001 to RT million
per annum.”

During the year-long data collection phase (which
was interrupted by the Covid pandemic) results were
collected from a sample of 95 501 farmers.

While this may be statistically significant, and large
enough to provide suitable figures for estimation and
calculation, it is clearly nothing like a census of the
agricultural sector in totality. Moreover, the data
collection methodology appears skewed to collect
data largely from the newly-established smallholder
sector, rather than from all smallholders.
Nevertheless, a picture of proportionality can be
obtained, even if the data is skewed to provide the

/IOW/S’A GOOD TIME TO PLANT
STRONG ESTABLISHED CANES

In 7 litre bags: R35

Ga¢h & Collect in Kémpton Park
THYME PLANTS ALSO AVAILABLE
§ @ R10/BAG,

072 587 9137

sweeéetberries@mweb.co.za

STATISTICS

result the government was hoping for.

So, of the sample of 95 501, the overwhelming
majority of respondents or surveyees were classified
as smallholder farmers (59 282) and household or
subsistence farmers (23 512), with only 178 classified
as large-scale or mega farmers. The survey was very
much focused on the “non-white” sectors, with only
429 white respondents. Farming, the survey showed,
is very much the preserve of older folk, with nearly
86% of respondents being over the age of 36, and a
significant proportion of those being older than 60.
The split between dedicated crop and livestock
farmers is some 40+ % each, with livestock farmers
outnumbering crop farmers by a small margin.
Mixed-use farming was practiced by only 11,3% of
respondents. Probably to be expected, too, was the
finding that more than 60% of respondents are male.
The Eastern Cape and KwaZulu-Natal were the two
most populous provinces for respondees, accounting
for more than 60% of smallholder farmers.

Gauteng was the least populated with government-
defined smallholders at 2,1%. Indeed apart from the
two biggest, no other province cracked the 10 000-
mark as far as smallholder farmers were concerned.
The full set of reports can be accessed from

https: //www dalrrd.gov.za/Home/Farmer-Register/PFR-
2021.

Fire heater

FIGHT VELD FIRES EFFECTIVELY
Get z

It’s the LAW!!
1,8m long, thick but Ligh tweigm/ /
wooden handle keeps user away Made from

from smoke & flame recycl ed
Unbreakable TUDDET beltin
o/ Fastening /(not strips

Only RQS‘,DO cash & collect
// inEast Gauteng
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delivery
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Solid rubber sheet v~ for bundles of 10)
il Trade enquiries welcome
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072 587 9137
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Simmentaler Auction

Join BKB Auctions at the Gauteng North Simmentaler
Auction of 30 bulls and 10 cows and heifers.

Date: 27 August 2022

Location: Willem Prinsloo Museum, Rayton. GPS:
S25° 46’ 43.6" E28" 32" 57.8"

Contact: Rocco van Rooyen 082 799 2776,
Moolman Mentz 083 229 2500, Billy Lyons 082 765
5498.

Walkerville Agricultural Show

Traditional country fair featuring not only commercial
agricultural inputs, but arts and crafts, traditional
home-prepared foodstuffs and cosmetics, as well as
plants, seeds, clothing, small furnishings, and
nicknacks. Livestock of various species are also to be
seen, including extensive poultry and rabbit displays,
as well as sheep, goats, alpacas and some cattle.
There will be conservation education through an
exhibition of wildlife and conservation-related
material.

There will also be an extensive food court selling a
variety of styles of cooking, as well as the adjoining
showground pub. Entertainment for children includ-
ing pony rides, etc, and a sand arena holds eques-
trian events, displays and demonstrations of various
types.

Date: 3 & 4 September 2022. 09h00-21h0O (Satur-
day) and 09h00-18h00 (Sunday).

Cost: R50 per car.

Location: Walkerville Showground

Contact: lvan on 084 590 2312

Solar Power Systems Course

This comprehensive photovoltaic solar design and
installation course was created to address the need of
individuals, organisations or small businesses that
require basic information on the size, rating and
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installation of solar systems.
Course objectives include being
able to assess what equipment
should potentially be of good or
poor quality, distinguish how
photovoltaic technologies differ
from each other, know what the most appropriate
energy saving technology is for a particular applica-
tion, perform calculations for the design of a solar
power system, and more.

No formal prerequisites are required to attend this
course. This is the first leg of a twin course.

Date: 22 October 2022

Cost: R1 650, until 7 October, thereafter available at
full price of RT 950.

Location: Diamond Valley Estate, Pretoria, Gauteng
Contact: 087 231 1644 or email info@kragdag.co.za
for more info or to book.
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Organic & Natural Products Expo Africa

For growers of organic items, and manufacturers of
organic and natural products, the Organic & Natural
Expo Africa offers a platform from which to showcase
such goods to an important and growing market
sector. Exhibitors are still able to apply for a stand.
Moreover, because the organisers recognise that
many producers of natural products are SMMEs, they
have developed budget-conscious exhibition pack-
ages, from as low as R9 410 for a fully-equipped
indoor stand, or only R3 960 for a 6m’ outside stand.
Event categories cover Lifestyle, Health, Body &
Beauty, Home, Food & Beverage, and Baby & Kids.
Date: 21-23 October 2022.

Cost: R100 per person prepaid or R150 per person
at the door.

Location: Wanderers Stadium, Corlett Drive,
Johannesburg

Contact: John on 082 895 2832 or
john.t@satp.co.za.

vallablﬁ for Digital-only a :
or multiple bookings (3 or mbre)
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The lyrics of songs

ocal pop and country music can, if one so

desires, be further broken down into various

sub-categories generally according to the
themes of their lyrics.
And within those sub-categories one can make
further sub-categories. Take love songs, for example.
Some are happy, with lyrics that focus on the happy
state that can exist between two people in a strong,
loving relationship. Others are sad, focusing on
breakups, infidelity, betrayal and heartache.
And there are many, many subject categories, into
which songs can be classified according to just about
any subject under the sun.
There are songs about cars (for example, the Beach
Boys' “Little Deuce Coupe”), trucks (Willie Nelson's
“On The Road Again”), food (“Waterblommetjies van
die Boland”, which could also be classified as a song
about a place), or war (“Little Drummer Boy”), to
name but a few examples.
Undoubtedly one of the biggest categories of song
lyrics is about trains. In fact, train songs could make a
whole genre of music on their own.
| am a self-confessed lover of country and folk music,
and also a lover of all things locomotive. Indeed, |
derive no pleasure and some heartache when | see
how that once-great transport institution (and, it must
be said, provider of sheltered employment to poor
whites), the South African Railways & Harbours, has
fallen apart, with its present-day successor, Transnet,
not helped in any way by having been the scene of
massive looting and its political head being none
other than South African funnyman Fikile Mbalula.
From having been one of the world's leading railway
companies, admired and studied by railwaymen from
many foreign countries, with powerful steam engines
chugging through the countryside and serving even
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the remotest of farming communities, it has shrunk in
size, efficiency and influence.

For many train-spotters (myself included) there is little
allure to be had watching a boxy diesel-electric loco
hauling the occasional freight train. Even their horns,
when honked, are no way as melodious as the
whistle on a steam engine.
But one of the saddest aspects
of the current railway network A
is that, well, it is just about N
non-existent. Firstly rail lines,
particularly smaller branch
lines, were abandoned in
various cost-cutting exercises,
similar to those undertaken on
Britain's rail network in the
1950s and 60s.
And more recently even tracks %
still in use have been destroyed
by thieves looking for scrap metal to sell, let alone the
high-value copper cable used to feed power to the
electric locomotives and to power the signals.
Needless to say, South African train songs are many,
in many South African languages (“Shosholoza” to
“Trans-Karroo”) with the Afrikaans ones, especially,
tending to be plaintive love ballads about yearning
and reunions.

One such song is entitled “Tussen Treine” which
includes the chorus lyrics “tussen treine, tussen
stasies, 1é daar basies leé spore.”

Imagine my deep belly laugh when | saw a picture of
a tatty Transnet diesel loco lying on its side in the
veld, the steel rails over which it was supposed to
have rolled being absolutely absent. And the caption
to the picture was “tussen treine, tussen stasies, 1é
daar basies geen spore.”

EASY WATER SOLUTIONS

Convert your Septic Tank Contents to Safe Irrigation Water
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CE Certified (European $tandards) and meets Department of Water Affairs standards

Johan 062 703 2738

easywatersales@gmail.com
TURNING WASTE WATER INTO WINNING WATER

www.easywatersolutions.co.za
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