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Neighbourliness, good & bad

recent plaintive tale from a tilapia farmer who

lost his entire stock of fish when they were

poisoned by insecticide residue being sprayed
by a neighbour highlights one of the issues of living
and working on a smallholding: proximity.
Granted, even a small smallholding gives the occupier
very much more space for his activities than a resi-
dent of a suburb or, worse, a townhouse complex,
where one's neighbours may share boundary walls
with one another.
But when one smallholder decides to follow his
passion and grow something delicate such as fresh
fish in ponds while his neighbour, presumably also
following his passion, decides to treat his crop with a
toxic compound, the spray mist of which hits the fish,
that's a problem. Quite apart from the actual loss of
the fish (in the case cited above these were the first
cohort, started as fingerlings earlier in the year and
reaching harvestable size when the incident
occurred), there is the question of what recourse
does the fish farmer have? Can he sue his neighbour?
And if so how, and for what amount?
Then of course there's the question of whether the
crop sprayer acted out of ignorance, or malice? For it
could very well be that he was oblivious to the fish
grower's activities. Or, while fully appraised as to the
activities next door he still chose to go ahead with his
toxic spraying campaign.
One can imagine the lawyers for both parties making
a lucrative meal for themselves if it ever came to
litigation. Not to mention that any pretence of good
neighbourliness would have flown straight out of the
window thereafter.
Of course, living in close proximity with anybody, in
whatever circumstances, is always fraught with
potential problems. Loud music, revving engines,
screaming kids, barking dogs, neighbouring cats using

EDITOR’S COMMENT

one's flower beds as their toilet. All
of this and more constitute some of
the hazards of urban, suburban and
peri-urban life.

But on smallholdings there are
additional hazards that many resi-
dents are unaware of.

First and foremost at this time of year is fire ~ at least
on the highveld. We have written extensively in the
past about the need for adequate preparation and
fire prevention, neglect of which can render one
liable to prosecution and serious penalties.

At other times of the year, however, livestock diseases
constitute another potentially deadly intra-property
hazard. That's for a couple of reasons. Firstly, although
each smallholding in any particular area may have
only a few head of cattle, or sheep or whatever, the
total number of any one species in a relatively small
area of a few dozen plots can be substantial.

Contrast this with a full-scale farm in the country of
some hundreds of hectares. Although the total
number of animals may be greater, so too is the
distance between farms, meaning that it becomes
more difficult for disease vectors to migrate between
properties and herds.

Moreover, sadly, many small livestock keepers are
either simply ignorant of their animals' inoculation
requirements, or wilfully neglectful.

For this reason, plots are sometimes referred to by
provincial or state animal health personnel as “reser-
voirs of disease.”

The solution, of course, is not difficult. It simply
requires diligent care and attention to timeous
inoculations, nutrition and hygiene, in the same way
that one attends to the health-care needs of one's
beloved pets and members of one's family.

Pete Bower ~ Editor
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STANDARD WATER PUMPS
Petrol [

R2395 |y & 27
R 3380 _ 37
R3775 s ! |
R7245 ., (e
2" High Pressure 2 stage ire’;;%}:e
pumps 8.2 bar R 4695 8 bar
2" High Pressure
5 bar R4175

Chemical Pump R 4 950
3" Trash Pump R 4 995

'PowE

e

R7 150
R 8 550
R10 580

R13 950

Pedestal Pulley Pumps

(SUS0, SU80) From R1 450 .‘f
1 A :

BOREHOLE PUMPS )|

0.37kW 30m cable R2 850
0.55kW 40m cable R 3035
0.75kW 50m cable R 3620

SOLAR BOREHOLE PUMPS

Solar Pump 1 + 50m cable,
digital control box R 5 995

Solar Pump 3 + 65m cable,
digital control box R 8 995

i Solar Panels R 1550

Firefighting combo complete
(Pump unit, accessories
& 600 Lt tank) R 9 950

Power Sprayeronly R 5 995

PETROL + DIESEL ENGINES
Petrol

SPECIAL!!

1.1 kW Stainless steel
booster pump

WITH

PUMPS

Pool Pumps
0.75kW R 1970

Jet Booster Pump
0.75kW R 1499

Recoil Start

7HP R 2345
9HP R 4 399
13HP R4700
16HP R 4950

Diesel
Recoil Start

5HP R 5275
6HP R 6430
10HP R 6990

automatic
pressure controlle

VERTICAL LAWNMOWER ENGINES
85HP  R2950
15HP R 9950

GENERATORS

Petrol from R 4 995
Diesel from R 19 500
Single/Three phase in stock

Pressure controller Electric Start | o . Electric Start

R399 7HP R 3 350 ! B 6HP R 7 995
T TN | . | 10Hp R8525

2 STROKE GARDEN EQUIPMENT j;;’““""; s 12HP R9795

Brush Cutters Chainsaws 3 Augers 9HP R 5360 24HP POR

43cc P 52cc/200mm

R 2 300 < Drill bit

\ & included

Mini Tiller \ L R3495

R 4 950 2

PELLETIZERS 4 STROKE EQUIPMENT

HT 150 a Petrol & Diesel

Single Phase g;ﬁgsae Wood Chipper  cuitivators / Tillers

R 13 995 R 19 995 R 16 995 From R 12 500

More options available in-store
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NEWS

El Nino - a dry spell returns?

fter four seasons of higher-than-average rainfall

~ on the Highveld at least ~ South Africa is

likely headed back into a drier summer or
two.
This is based on observations of upper sea surface
temperatures in the central Pacific Ocean and the
consequent predictions that these observations allow.
This is, of course, the basis of the commonly-named
El Nifo (“little boy”) and La Nifa (“little girl”) effects.
El Nifo events are understood to result in wetter-
than-normal conditions in the Northern Hemisphere
and East Africa with drier conditions in the South.
while La Nifa events result in the opposite.
Generally, it has been observed that the two sets of
conditions swop around regularly, even annually, and
it has been very unusual (but very welcome by South
Africa's dryland farmers and gardeners) that South
Africa has enjoyed an unbroken spell of three or four
seasons of La Nifa.
Rainfall totals measured by the SA Smallholder in
Eastern Gauteng over the past four seasons have
ranged from 940mm for the 2019-2020 year to a

high of 1 254mm for the 2021-2022 year. For the
year to June 2023 we have measured 923mm.

Using Pacific Ocean water temperatures to predict
climate and rainfall patterns worldwide is a relatively
new science, requiring deployment of a large range
of floating sensors in the ocean, which feed their
readings back to a computer by satellite signal.

Year by year these readings have become increasingly
accurate and comprehensive, allowing scientists to
make, hopefully, ever-more accurate predictions.
And while there has been a focus on ocean surface
temperatures, increased observation of what goes on
in the middle of the ocean has thrown up other
phenomena which may have a bearing.

For example, last year, scientists became aware of a
wave ~ more of a ripple, in fact ~ hundreds of
kilometres long, which makes its way across the
ocean from west to east. They believe this, too, might
be part of the ocean surface temperature mechanism.
But this wave isn't going to attract surfers to enjoy its
curl. It's height? All of 50mm, considerably less than

that of an average speed hump. &
NEWS

Showtime comes to Gauteng

he early months of the second half of the year
are going to be busy for Gauteng's show
visitors.
() Kicking off Gauteng's show season is the popular
Kragdag show, now over four days at the
Diamantvallei Estate near Rayton east of Pretoria.
The show, held in conjunction with Sakeliga, takes
place from 9 to 12 August, and promises to be a busy
time for exhibitors and visitors alike.
The theme of this year's main event, given the current
broken state of South Africa's power system, is “Kom
ons bou 'n kragstasie”, which gives a good indication
that among the 600-odd exhibitors there will be
many offering alternative power solutions in all its
forms, among other exhibits.
As a secondary emphasis there is an agricultural show

Soil Testing

012561 2530/ 082 950 3826 4%
Ihemoorevoere@gmail.com

We manufacture: >y
Poultry Feed ;.
Bird Seed Mixes T
Animal Feeds

Available in various sizes

Complete service includes:
-Taking soil sample -

:Lab analysis

‘Interpretation of results

:Crop nutrition recommendation

- Eliminate the guesswork
Get optimym plant growth

083 993 4686

Sun & Public Holidays: Closed

LHC Moore Voere

LT ] e s g Plot 27, Japie Street, Onderstepoort

Y
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Mon-Fri: 08h00-17h00  Sat: 08h00-13h00 'f_‘.-"-\

held in conjunction with the TLU, featuring both
livestock and agricultural inputs of all types.

And a further sub-exhibition focuses on independent
education.

Visit www.kragdag.co.za or call 087 231 1644.

() Next up on the weekend of 2 and 3 September, is
the last “traditional” small agricultural show in
Gauteng held at the Walkerville Showground south of
Johannesburg. This year's Walkerville Agricultural
Show will be the 60th to be held (a year was lost due
to the Covid lockdown) and promises to have all the
ingredients for a very enjoyable regional agri show,
with both agricultural stands, as well as livestock (the
rabbit show is always educational), entertainment,
and plenty of home industry stalls selling all manner

of produce and crafts.
Continued on page 5
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Puppies Available to Approved Homes

KUSA Registered
Champion Parents
Imported Father
Excellent Temperament
Ideal Farm Dogs
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waterware

www . waterware.co.za

seakoo

Your Economical Choice

AGE 20" BB BRACKET FILTER SYSTEM

DUPP +GAC + 5UPP & WRENCH
CENTRIFUGAL PUMP

CPMI158 + CONTROLLER
0.75KW 230V
MAX: 3.2BAR
MAX: 6500L/H

2499

5 STAGE RO SYSTEM WITHOUT PUMP

", WITH 5U99+GAC+CT0+506PD+T/0 N
+ VERTICAL WATER TANK Africa

: Tanks
FAUCET, PIPES AND FITTING KIT

1600L SLIM TWIN

3399 4

Available colours

~
s ®
~

—

‘ 71899 e s ' 1000L SLIMLINE

2200L - o 1899 °
1999 B ~ oo

2700L

2499

5000L

4899

10 000L

5 STAGE RO SYSTEM WITH PUMP
WITH 5U99+GAC+CTO+50GPD+T/0

+

FAUCET, PIPES AND FITTING KIT

10 YEAR WARRANTY

CENTURION PRETORIA NORTH

62 JURG AVE, HENNOPSPARK 256 KOOS DE LA REY STR
082 699 0027 012 883 4287

Prices all VAT included. Prices only valid while stocks last. lllustrations may differ from product. Terms and conditions apply.
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NEWS

How to convert your genset to gas

the funds at the moment to shell out on a func-

tioning solar power installation, you will probably
have resorted to keeping the lights on, your incuba-
tors and pumps running and your fridges and freezers
cold, by running an expensive and noisy generator.
Which, again depending on your budget, may
indeed be a petrol unit.
And you will have noticed a large hole in your
monthly budget caused by the cost of fuel for this
convenience.
There is a way to reduce this fuel cost, and to reduce
the air pollution you are causing each time you run it.
And that's by switching to gas as your fuel source.
This is done by replacing the generator's carburettor
with a dual-fuel gas/petrol carb, and attaching a gas
bottle to the inlet pipe.
You can do this yourself, but the result may be less
than ideal as there need to be certain adjustments
made to the engine's settings so that it starts and runs
effortlessly and most efficiently.
The advantage of a dual-fuel carb is that it means you
can run on gas most of the time, keeping a tank full
of petrol on hand for when the gas needs replenish-

I f you, like many smallholders, simply don't have

From page 3

A beer garden under some trees and surrounded by a
variety of food stalls, ensures that visitors do not go
home hungrey.

For more information go to
www.walkervillesa.co.za/agsoc.

[ Finally, two weeks later, the second Organic &
Natural Products Expo will be staged at the Sandton
Convention Centre, in association with the African
Biotrade Festival. These two events will take place
from 14 to 16 September.

3=

ORGANIC GROWTH
STIMULANT

ORGANIC LEAF
NUTRITION

UNLEASH THE GREEN g™

ing, for
example.
Changing
from one fuel
type to the
other is as
simple as
flipping a
small tap.

The carb itself
sells for less :
than R2 000, A dual-fuel carb from Gas Technologies.

so with fitting

and setting up you should not be in for more than
about R2 500, especially if you have a suitable gas
bottle already (filch one from your caravan or gas
braai, perhaps?). Add another R1 200 approximately
for a 9kg gas bottle, connection pipe and a charge of
gas if you don't have one already.

Before you take this step, however, it is worth reading
up some reviews on the internet as to how much can
be saved on fuel costs, as some have been disap-
pointed, while others have been enthusiastic. &

TRADE SHOWS

The event covers a wide range of natural and organic
sectors inluding health, body & beauty, food &
beverage, home and lifestyle. It is endorsed by the
South African Organic Sector Organisation and
sponsored by the City of Johannesburg.

Registration is still open for exhibitors. Registering for
the 3-day event also gets you a spot on the Organic
and Natural Portal, an online directory of organic
suppliers, for a year.

For more information go to
www.organicandnaturalportal.com/expo/. &

_w.worldfocusa_gri.co.za

¢

L) L
B e

FOCUS
agri

World Focus Agri products act

as an organic growth stimulant
throughout the plant’s life cycle.
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PETROL TRIMMER
75KG » 40 CC o 1.55 KW

With 305 mm cutting blade &

AutoCut nylon mowing head

Recommended Retail Price

R 5 947.00

PROMOTION PRICE
R 3 995.00

s

FARMERS’ FIX

AFFORDABLE MECHANISATION

The STIHL Farmers' Range has been designed to provide
affordable mechanisation for multiple agricultural tasks. These
tools are robust, simple to operate, and economical to run,
with spares compatible across most machines in the range for
convenience and reduced downtime. The range includes these
essential tools:

« the STIHL WP 230 mobile pump to get water to fields and

livestock;

+ the STIHL SG 230 portable petrol sprayer for pest and weed

control;

+ the STIHL BC cultivator for loosening and preparing soil;
+ the petrol-powered, highly manoeuvrable MH 610 and 710

tillers to quickly prepare previously worked soil for planting;

» the STIHL BT 230 auger for digging pits for fencing and

planting,

« the new STIHL FS 230 brushcutter that features a cost-

effective 40 cc, 1.55kW, 2-stroke engine and comes standard
with a 305mm grass-cutting blade as well as the quick-
loading Autocut C26-2 nylon mowing head that delivers
impressive savings on nylon line.

The Farmers’ Range - power tools that work faster and better for
you.

Like any premium item, STIHL products are only available at
specialised dealers nationwide, for expert advice and superior
after-sales service.

A 0

facebook.com/stihlsa www.stihl.co.za instagram.com/stihlsa

Recommended retail price, incl. Vat. Individual dealer pricing may vary. Valid until 30 June 2023, E&EO.
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Here be dragons! All about dragon fruit

his month's article is

Another in our series of articles

requirements.

about a group of exotic on "orphan” and unusual crop Dragon fruit is the oddly

fruiting plants with about

the most exciting name imagin-
able, matched only by the appear-
ance of those fruits and the plants
that bear them.
They are also very close to the authors heart as they
have been the subject of his active research and
industry involvement for the last seven years.
You may be forgiven if you have never heard of,

NG ST much less tasted, this new

= AT

addition to one's fruit
4 basket, because dragon

| fruit were almost
unknown in South Africa
even a decade ago.
However, these plants
= deserve a place in any
| smallholding with the
correct climate, as they
@ require little input and
can be very productive if
one understands their

The bracts or "scales" on this
fruit give the plant its name.

Alternatiewe Energie
& Selfstandigheid ekspo!

Diamantvallei Landgoed, 20km oos van Pretoria

30 000+ Besoekers

species, courtesy of the
University of Pretoria

horticulturalist

Jason Sampson

descriptive name given to a group

of vining, jungle adapted cacti from
South and Central America that bear

large, juicy fruit with a strange, scaled
looking peel that gives the appearance
of a fanciful dragon egg.
The fruits come in three functional flesh colors in
varying intensities: white, red and a luminous
magenta purple, with small, edible seeds.
Grown for food and medicine for centuries in the
tropical Americas and the Far East, these strange
plants and their gorgeous fruit have become more
and more popular in the rest of the world for a
number of reasons, not least being that as cacti fruit,
they require about a tenth of the water that tradi-
tional fruiting crops require to produce commercial
quantities of fruit.
The fruit have something of a reputation as a
“superfood”, which scientific investigation has found
to be rooted in the high levels of unique anti-oxidants
that give the fruit their intense coloration, a class of

Continued on page 9

OPVOEDKUNDE SUB-EKSPO

600+ Uitstallers

LANDBOU SUB-EKSPO in
samewerking met TLU SA

50% Afslag indien
vooraf registreer!

KUNS & KOU MARK
in samewerking met

Kinders tot 18 GRATIS.

Solidariteit Helpende Hand

087 231 1644
www.kragdag.co.za
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AGRI IMPLEMENTS

TRB 0850 & TRB 0870

TUFFY HAYCUTTER

1.2m, 1.5m & 1.8m

TUFFY S-TINE TILLER

TUFFY ROTOVATOR

Visit our new
TUFFY HARDWARE AND
) STEEL, :
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chemicals only found in cacti, and beetroot of all
things!

Fruiting multiple times in a season, and requiring little
space, a variety or two of dragon fruit should be
considered in a food plant collection even if one has
no plans to grow them commercially.

Care must be taken to grow improved, named
varieties of the fruit, as many older types bear very
bland fruit.

Indeed, one species in the genus (Hylocereus
undatus) is classed as an invasive species in South
Africa, but since that specific type bears by far the
least inspiring fruit of the group in terms of both the
taste of the flesh and the seeds, which are often
bitter, there is no reason to promote, or grow it.
(Although, as it is a member of a commercially
important genus, one can get permits to farm with it
if one wishes. )

Although related to prickly pear the dragon fruit plant
on first inspection looks rather different. The plant is a
vine, and needs to climb a support to the top, where
it then hangs branches toward the ground. It is these
hanging branches that bear flowers and fruit.

The flowers are huge, usually white (although one
can find varieties in both red and pink) and open at
night, closing in the early morning. Pollination is
usually done by bees in South Africa.

Plants start flowering close to the summer solstice and

-

agon fruit plants on the classic umbrella trellis at
commercial farm in Brits

REES]
GREAT INVESTM

\'{al__nu’___ﬂtt_iuood is very valuat

Tnp quality pure frozen mince

" BEEF OR CHICKEN 2% B

= DELIVERED TO V' Mae“‘

Minimum Order for Home Df case=16kg @ ;
ronaldc@polka.co.za SNCe l_pjj@a@mmw .-9)‘-‘-]

9
www.sasmallholder.co.za
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IN THE GARDEN

then agaln as
the fruit ripens
in a cycle that
can have three
to six distinct
fruiting events,
depending on
variety and
environment,
until about
May.

Varieties can
be self-fertile
or require Cross

pollination.

High-end

varieties are Sliced fruit showing white, red
almost invari-  and purple fleshed varieties.

ably self-fertile but fruit size can be increased by cross
pollination so it is considered good practice to plant a
mixed orchard of two to three compatible types.

The fruit is very attractive and can be eaten fresh, out
of hand, or used in value-added products such as
juices, ice-cream etc. As a berry it freezes well in
chunks and keeps colour well if pH is kept at about

TRENCHING

Lay cables, piping and raft
foundations - quick and easy. __

Two trenchers for large,
extensive jobs and for smaller.
jobs in confined spaces '

@® Grass Fire Prevention
@ Firebreaks
@ Haymaking, etc

ALSO: Hiring of: SNSRI
Bohcat with Aﬂuthmenis, Mml Extuvuior,
Tractor with Implements

= H1R M o071 609 6260

PRO_JECTS [molthahnhans@gmail.com
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+ 5.5 and juices are
not exposed to

K Way into attrac-
| tively colored gin
. made from
magenta fleshed
- varieties.
As the market
B requires fruit of

i good taste and
An unusual, reddish purple floweron ~ SWeetness,
the variety known as 'Connie Mayer.  named varieties
should always be considered when planting, and as a
rule, fruit with coloured flesh is sweeter and has a
more rounded flavor than fruit with white flesh,
although there are exceptions.
With multiple fruiting cycles, a small orchard can be a
reliable source of income during season (which is
roughly end of December to May).
Plants require support, and can be grown up a
concrete pole with a tire support mounted horizon-
tally on top in a classic “umbrella’ shape, or on a
trellis. Remember that plants can weigh a lot, and any
support needs to be robust.
Since the plants produce aerial roots that help them
cling to a support, creosote or other chemically
treated poles should not be used as the plants can
absorb these chemicals.
Being jungle adapted, plants do require mulching and
some irrigation. Drip irrigation is best, and plants
benefit from rotted animal manure in their mulch. In
some parts of the country they can benefit from light
shade cloth, and can do very well in a mixed orchard
with Moringa for shade.
Propagation is done with cuttings, and it is very
important to buy only from reputable sources to

ensure that one is supplied with high quality cultivars
and planting material.

Plants established from cuttings can be bearing well
in as little as two years.

There is a lot of variety available for growing in South
Africa. Talk to someone knowledgeable before you
choose your orchard make-up.

Two organisations to approach if you wish to actively
farm dragon fruit are the Dragon Fruit Growers
Association of Southern Africa, and the Amorentia
Sweet Dragon Fruit Marketing Co. Both were formed
with the express intent of promoting the industry and
educating farmers.

Planting should be done with healthy, mature mate-
rial cut at a node any time from late spring to late
summer.

Varieties are easily shared in this way, and there are
people with extenswe non- commercnal collections.

A small selection of different commermal varieties.

Image: Jackye Riddle of Dragons Den Farm.

There are over 300 named varieties available over-
seas, many of which are not commercially desirable
however. There are farmers importing material of the
best legally, and it is best to contact the associations
mentioned to find out more. &
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Seep Sheari

SHEEP SHEARING SERVICE
SKAAP SKEER DIENS

= elaine@boxitup.co.za

THE BOX YOUR CHICKS PREFER SINCE 2007

CHICK TRANSPORT
BOXES FOR SALE!

Staple Free
® Design

« Secure Locking
® Tabs

e Sturdy
e Stackable

Minimum Order
Quantity 25
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Husqvarna

353 Chainsaw &
Accessories

The Husqvarna 353 is a professional saw with high
capacity across a wide RPM range. Its high-power, low
weight, slim body and high centre of gravity make it both
powerful and easy to use. The wide power band makes
this saw exceptionally versatile. Featuring Smart Start®
and fuel pump for easy starting, this unit is an excellent
partner for the C85 X-Cut chain.

#WeAreHusqvarna
www.husqvarna.com/za



https://www.husqvarna.com/za/chainsaws/353/?utm_source=referral&utm_medium=paid_partners&utm_campaign=SASmallholder_June23

POULTRY

Backyard chickens: Feeding myths

here are a few myths about feeding backyard

chickens, which can result in your flock not

receiving a nutritionally-balanced diet.
A common misconception is that if they free range
they will be getting everything that they need to keep
healthy and productive. This might be the case if you
can take them to a new area almost every day, so that
the plants and insects can recover where they have
ranged and they have a fresh set of choices. But they
are not always to be trusted not to be distracted by
un-nutritious plants. It is too haphazard to expect that
your pasture will provide the right balance of species,
minerals and other ingredients.
So it is advisable that they are fed a carefully bal-
anced feed as well, to ensure the right proportion of
protein, carbohydrates, vitamins and minerals.
If you are keeping chickens for eggs, consider what
goes into making an egg. Most modern chickens are
bred to create an egg every 26 hours. An egg is made
of water, protein and other nutrients and covered by
a hard shell. In order to be able to create this egg,

your hen has to have all the ingredients ready in her
bodly.

)

Feeding free range chickens.

Some smallholders think it's enough to allow the flock
to free range and then give them some supplemen-
tary mealies or other grains and seeds. Again this is
unlikely to provide the right proportions to meet their
nutrition needs.

Another myth is that you can save money by supple-
menting the feed by growing fodder for the chickens.
This creates a great deal of extra work, and while
leafy greens are a tasty treat, they are not going to
provide enough protein or carbohydrates. And the
hens don't actually eat less feed.

Another option is to cut weeds to feed the chooks.
This may be a free source of food and will give them
some variety but they will still need the usual amount
of feed.

Some keepers think that if they feed their chickens
scraps, they will eat less feed, which saves money.
And this is true. However, scraps such as bread and
pasta, which chickens enjoy, are not healthy for them
in large quantities. They lead to obesity, which in turn
creates other health problems and a drop in produc-
tion.

There is also the concept of fermenting the feed. It is
thought to make it more nutritious, so the hens will
need less. While there is evidence that fermenting
makes some aspects of the feed more bioavailable,
there is not much proof that the chickens eat less of
it. It also requires careful management, otherwise it
goes sour and the chickens will not eat it.

Another practice is to only feed at certain times and
in certain quantities. What happens then is that the
hens will binge when the food is available. It also
means that the dominant members of the pecking
order will not leave enough for those lower in the
hierarchy, who will then suffer a loss of condition and

Continued on page 13

STEEL STRUCTURES IN KIT FORM (DIY)

 EASY ERECTION PROCEDURE AS SHOWN ON PLANS & STEEL WORK DIAGRAMS
* PLANS & ENGINEERS CERTIFICATE INCLUDED » SUPPLIED IN EASY TO ERECT FORMAT
 FOUNDATION LAYOUT SUPPLIED * FACTORY PAINTED

* PRICES ON REQUEST

4
_—

info@aframe.co.za | PIETER - 082 497 4247

www.aframe.co.za

GREEN ULTIMATE ECO SEWER SYSTEM

& 100% Environmentally Friendly
& Retro fit to existing Septic Tanks
@ Recycle and Save 100% of all waste water (Black and Grey)

Independent Lab Tests Meets - DWAF Standards
Innovative Simplicity in Waste Water Treatment
Tel: 011 394 2220/1

www.phoenixwater.co.za

sales@phoenixwater.co.za
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POSITIVE DISPLACEMENT PUMP MANUFACTURERS
SUBMERSIBLE BOREHOLE PUMPS & ACCESSORIES

LIMPOPO

WASA PUMPS TRADING (PTY) LTD
WE HAVE MOVED:
3 SOOMAIYA STREET,
MAGNA VIA, POLOKWANE
TEL : 015 004 0180

E-MAIL : willem.wasapumpstrading@gmail.com

GAUTENG

WASA PUMPS (PTY)LTD
PLOT 314B, 6TH AVENUE, BREDELL, KEMPTON PARK

TEL : 011 552 5938
E-MAIL : ken.wasapumps@gmail.com

KWA-ZULU NATAL
WASA PUMPS KZN (PTY) LTD

WASA

P UNIT 16, 5 VALLEYVIEW ROAD, FOUR TOWERS
u m s NEW GERMANY
p TEL : 031 630 0104

E-MAIL : iain.wasapumpskzn@gmail.com

GIVE US A CALL
FOR ALL YOUR
INDUSTRIAL & DOMESTIC
WATER NEEDS

www.wasapumps.com
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FINANCIAL MATTERS

How to insure your smallholding...

eople living in peri-urban or
rural areas are vulnerable to various risks.
Climate change is bringing about more
extreme weather conditions which affect our live-
stock or crops, while in some areas levels of crime
have reached epic proportions.
So the canny smallholder's thoughts turn to insurance.
How does insurance actually work? Insurance is a
legal agreement between two parties ~ the insurer
and the insured. The insured pays the insurer an
agreed amount of money, usually monthly, and the
insurer undertakes to pay the insured where loss or
damage has taken place to any of the items that are
covered by the insurance policy.
Anyone who is trying to make an income from their
land needs to consider protecting themselves from
the effects of drought, theft, disease, flooding, fire
and storms.
Only about 40% of commercial farmers have crop
insurance and smallholders or small farmers regard
insurance as virtually unaffordable.
In traditional forms of insurance assessing losses in

.and its contents agricultural contexts carries a very

high cost. Because of this, there is a rising trend in
some developing countries to make use of index
based insurance (IBI) for farmers and smallholders.
The index is developed based on weather-related
information, such as rainfall, temperature,
evapotranspiration, soil moisture and vegetation. The
data is gathered through the use of weather stations
and satellites and historical averages are stated.

With index insurance, if the measure drops below, or
is above, a level that has been agreed on beforehand,
the policy will pay out to the farmer or the insured.
The Agricultural Research Council (ARC) has devel-
oped a weather-based index and is going to be
partnering with government and insurance compa-
nies to bring this insurance option to farmers and
smallholders.

In the meantime, smallholders can take advantage of
the fact that they can insure against very specific risks.
For example, if they have livestock, they can insure

against foot and mouth disease, redwater fever,
Continued on page 16

From page 11
productivity. There is also the old idea that you will

save money if you buy all the ingredients and make
your own feed. This does not make sense when one
considers the wholesale prices commercial manufac-
turers will pay for ingredients. They will also have
large machinery to mechanise the whole process. We
are all cost conscious in these difficult times, so rather
consider how you can prevent waste. Generally
pellets are less wasteful than mash. Look at your
feeders and check if there are waste-reducing feeders
available.

A common problem is that wild birds, along with rats
and mice, are getting an unfair share of the chicken
feed. Examine your coop to see where you can
prevent these freeloaders from getting in.

Deworm your flock regularly, so that you are feeding
the chicken and not internal parasites.

=POULTR
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Shop around and compare protein content, as well as
prices.

Storing feed correctly includes ensuring that insects
and rodents are not able to get at it. On the other
hand good ventilation ensures that you don't have a
problem with too much humidity and the danger of
mould developing.

Only buy in bulk if you can store the feed safely. &

NUWE VLEISSAAG @ F100 & F250
MET

.WORS STOPPER
Repairs & Restorations of All R7000.00 G’ CRAGAR! ENTRFRSS CC
Tractors, Stationary Engines etc ve, Edenvale
Jokan Bouwer Martina Bouwer Bel I(yle II g:} ggg ggg;
4%%%&533& Stregizrggriﬁ?th 061 996 3628 ke craigary@global.co.za
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FINANCIAL MATTERS

From page 13
heartwater fever, gall sickness, pulpy kidney or blue

tongue, depending on the species and what is
prevalent in their area. They will have to prove,
where relevant, that insured animals have been
inoculated against the specific illness within twelve
months of their death and show proof that the serum
has been correctly stored and used as prescribed.

Or they can insure against impotence in a pedigreed
bull or ram, as long as they have a certificate to prove
fertility at the time of insuring.

More generally they can cover their bloodstock and
livestock against fire, lightning, storm, disease, violent
accident, accidental poisoning, freezing and attack.
They can cover the animals while they are being
transported as well.

They can also be covered against the risk of their
livestock breaking through fences and roaming onto
roads or neighbouring land, where they may destroy
crops or interfere with breeding stock.

Obviously they can insure their assets such as build-
ings, dams, irrigation systems, plastic tunnels, bore-
holes, machinery, electronic equipment, vehicles,
tractors and implements.

They can get cover for loss of crop. However, insurers
usually state preferred norms and standards in their
farming practice, such as date and density of plant-

You can insure your bull.

ing. Some insurers cover damage to produce and
vehicles due to potholes, but the insured needs to be
very clear whether their policy includes this. They
could also insure hay stacks or bales.

Some companies cover one for dishonest and unlaw-
ful actions by employees that could harm your
finances or reputation.

If you run your business from you plot you can have
business interruption insurance. If your business is not
agricultural you can get cover for your products and
services.

You are not going to be covered in the event of
nationalisation, commandeering, expropriation or
requisition by any lawfully constituted authority.

Angle Iron
T AT
26X 263
25 %26 %5
30x30x3
30x30x5
40x40x2
40x40x25
40x40x 3
40x40x5
50x50x3

R89.00
R129.00
R205.00
R157.00
R252.00
R149.00
R183.00
R217.00
R348.00
R274.00

ACT US NOW ON WHATSAPP

Hot Rolled She
2250 x 1225 x 1
2450 x 1225 x 2
2450 x 1225 x 3
2450 x 1225 x 4
2500 x 1200 x 5
2500 x 1200 x 6
2500 x 1200 x 8
2500 x 1200 x 1

et/Plate each
6 R988.00
R1199.00
R1750.00
R2 450.00
R3 000.00
R3499.00
R4 499.00
0 R5620.00

Lip Channel

75x50x20x 2
100x50x 20 x 2
125x50x 20 x 2
150x50x 20 x 2
175 x50 x 20 x 2

200x50x20x 2
Channel

76 x 38
100 x 50
152 x 76

R399.00
R449.00
R499.00
R550.00
R679.00

R799.00
6m

R659.00
R1020.00
R2510.00

Sq Tube [Bm)1 6mm
20x20  R128.00
25x25  R163.90
32x32  R219.00
38x38  R249.00
50x50  R316.00
76x76  R499.00
100 x 100

2.0mm
R169.00
R199.00
R257.00
R299.00
R409.00
R619.00
R850.00

Round Pipe 1.6mm 2.0mm

32x6m
38 x 6m

R159.00 R195.00
R214.00 R243.00

Square Bar

10mm
12mm

Flat Bar
20x3
20x5
25x%3
25x%x5
30x3
30x5
40x3
40x5

6m
R85.00

R128.00

6m
R63.00
R97.50
R79.00
R119.50
R94.00
R160.00
R125.00
R195.00

50x6m  R239.00 R319.00
Roof Sheeting  per metre
IBR .4mm R97.50

50x50x5
60 x 60 x 6
70x70x6

R436.00
R628.00
R739.00

50x%3
50x5
60x6

R156.00
R245.00
R357.00

GREAT SPECIALS ON HARDWARE!
Welding rods: 2.5mm x 5kg - R189.90 QD Red Oxide - 5lt - R295.00

IPE Sections perm

("I"- beam)
100 x 55

R775.00

140x73 R1359.00
Expanded Metal

6320C
6320D

R195.00
R238.00

Welding rods: 3.2mm x 5kg - R213.00 Thinners - 5It - R328.00

Cutting discs - 115m

m - R24.00

Cutting discs - 230mm - R39.99

ULTRA LOCKS - R9!

CONTACT US FOR ALL YOUR ALUMINIUM
| AND STAINLESS STEEL REQUIREMENTS! -

9.00
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GATE MOTOR KITS (COMPLETE)
DTS - R4 699.00

www.sasmallholder.co.za

IBR .5mm
Corr .3mm
Corr .5mm
Fibreglass
Chromadek

R99.00
R68.50
R99.00
R120.00
R190.00

Great deals also on Rect Tube,

Galvanised Sheet, Palisades,

70x6
80x6

Round Bar

8mm
10mm
12mm

R385.00
R379.00

6m
R48.00
R72.00

R108.00

" Aluminium Sheets

ONLY R45.00/kg!
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ON THE PLOT

Tips for painless winter plot maintenance

hile you may have finished mowing, your
firebreaks are all prepared and it's too
early to think of ploughing and planting

for next summer's crop, there are still plenty of tasks
to keep you busy through the cold months.

For now is the ideal time to carry out all of those
routine maintenance jobs that would otherwise be
neglected. These include fence-post and gate paint-
ing, fence repairs generally, and repairs to leaky
pipework, reservoirs and tanks.

Before embarking on your maintenance programme,
however, it makes sense to draw up a plan of what
needs to be done, what needs to be bought in order
to do it, and what the obvious sequence of the jobs
should be. It is pointless, for example, to start by
painting fence corner posts before resetting them in
the event of their pulling out of true. Rather do all the
fence-post resetting first, then reset and tension the
wires, and finally set about painting the posts and
gates. When painting gates and posts beware of
taking on more than you can finish in a day or two at
a time. This may seem counter-intuitive, and will
need to be carefully explained to workers who would
otherwise do all of one single task before moving on
to the next in the sequence. Thus, rather strip the

W 3
3 . . .
L@ 5. Sprunkler wrigatfion
A » Durable, easy to move, and affordable
alternative fo old-fashioned steel pipes.

¢ Lightweight & easy to assemble,
move and modify

Quuck Coupling 4

loose paint of a single gate, treat any rust and prime
the gate, with each action following on the previous
one as closely as possible. This prevents fresh rust
building up overnight as a result of dew, or the
accumulation of dust. When it comes to paint, there
is an optimum time between coats where adhesion is
greatly enhanced. Leaving primers and undercoats to
dry too much before overcoating makes for a less
complete bond.

Now is also a good time to replace leaky tap washers,
and attend to leaky ball-valves in water troughs and
tanks. A highveld winter, when the ground is dry, is
also an ideal time to check one's buried pipework for
leaks, which would otherwise not show up as clearly
in moist soil.

In your machinery shed the most obvious winter
maintenance tasks include removing unused fuel
from petrol tanks, and replacing used engine oil,
cleaning air filters and greasing any bearings and
points that you can reach. If you sharpen your own
chainsaw chains, spend some quiet hours in your
workshop is to sit down with a blunt chain, and some
round and flat files and slowly work through the
chain link by link, to ensure you have a stock of sharp
chains on hand when needed next season. &

¢ Clip fittings together latch together effortlessly

¢ Leak-free system under pressure and

draining of the line when not under pressure

¢ |[deal for amost all fopographies & soil fypes

¢ Exiremely durable, heat- and frost-resistant

¢ Available in 50mm, 63mm, 76mm, 20mm,

110mm, 125mm, 140mm & 160mm &

Afrig @) Water
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DAWSON & DOBSON Irrigation
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061 502 2547
admin@afrigwater.co.za

WWW.afrigwater.Co.za

Available at co-ops across South Africa
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Unit 11 i sales@reapersagri.co.za
h

Sable Industrial Estate m.

12 Pomona Road Pieter Visagie snr

Kempton Park R‘EA‘PERS pietfr@reupe.rsugrioco'm
AGRI - Pieter Visagie Jnr
%%mww“p\' pieterjnr@reapersagri.co.za

Quality Agricultural Equipment At Prices YOU can Afford

LARGE BANGE OF 8PRAYERS -PON/- MOWER

..rl..;rl.'_'::?_; | HOLL=RINO =S
UTT=rS | IMULC =S

Choose from our full range.
1.0m - 2.4m working widths
in Light, Medium &

SAURO 800DZ Boom Sprayer TEKO 1200V Bp125 pump

853( tank 5m boom mechanical i Heavy-duty options.
with 3x manual sections with 5x sections i
104 rinse tank 1298( tank & 104( rinse tank f;,a"'ia’:’:.—m:::;: SIEASIHIERSEIEAWES
BP105-L pump REMO rate controller 7 rlodsls zlse zivzillznle

SE Drotsky S6 Hammermill
with 3-phase motor. Monosem planters for all

JAlso available with a species and for all
- = diesel engine. sizes of tractor

CAMPO 20-C 18MT CAMPO 32-P 24MT

(ALA-C boom) with 5x sections (ALA-600 boom) .
Tank 2100/ + 215( rinse tank with 7x sections
171/ pm pump + Tank 3000/ + 300( rinse tank
Bravo-180 rate controller 281( pm pump +

and 230/95 R36 wheels BRAVO-400 rate controller

. . r. 3
I r 1

Fully equipped workshops & trained technicians J Full range of petrol and diesel generators

Heaad daals yg)
- y - & i

Lnygs g Flndds

(L] Solea LD7 15W40 engine oil
5(: R356.50 20/: R1 340.00

(] Vela C+ gearbox, diff & hydraulic circuit
5(: R365.00 20/: R1 420.00

All prices INCLUDE VAT, valid while stocks last

With front loader &, ose the model to suit your needs from 13kW to 215kW, 2WD and 4WD

o
E ALSO SIOGLE mecommick ZTIGA @Husqvama "9H®

SPARES & COMPONENTS FOR ALL AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY
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IN THE GARDEN

How to protect your summer soil in winter

mong the tasks you can perform during the
“quiet” winter months here is one that will
pay off handsomely in the forthcoming
growing season, namely soil maintenance. For much
of South Africa, and certainly on the Highveld, the
best time for a bit of soil care will be during the
winter months when frost and lack of rainfall make
growing in outdoor facilities difficult.
There are a few key strategies you can implement
over the next few months that will ensure your soil is
in the best condition in time for sowing season in
spring.
First among these is to ensure that what you already
have doesn't go to waste, in the form of erosion
control on your existing land.
If you are leaving patches of land empty during
winter, take measures to protect these spaces against
erosion. Erosion will strip away valuable topsoil and
negatively impact soil structure. This is especially
prevalent during the dry season when the lack of
moisture heightens the risk of erosion.
Mulching is an easy way to protect your soil immedi-
ately. Using an organic material such as wood chips

2288 Danie Theron Straat

Pretoria Noord
Kontak Peet: 071 983 7983

Plot 127 Van der Hoff Weg
Kameeldrift-Wes

VERSKEIE DIERE VOERE BESKIKBAAR

50KG MIELIES R295 || 30 KG SONNEBLOM R385

40 KG KOPMEEL R150 || 40KG LUSERN PILLE R260 [*

HH‘H\!H»

areas to conserve moisture and prevent wind erosion.
Mulch acts as a barrier, protecting your soil from the
sun and wind. In this way, your nutrient-rich top soil
will still be there come spring.

For larger worked pieces of land, you can use con-
tour ploughing to protect your topsoil. This technique
involves ploughing along the contour lines of the
land, which means ploughing with the slopes. This
helps create small ridges and furrows that slow down
water runoff, and create small wind protection
barriers, reducing erosion.

A more contemporary approach, of course, is to
forego working the soil almost entirely, by opting for a
no-till cultivation routine.

During the quiet season, you can take this time to
conduct soil tests. This means that when planting
season starts, you already have a good idea of how to
get the most out of your soil and you won't have to
scramble to improve your soil at the beginning of the
season.

A specialised soil testing service will more than likely
conduct the tests, do the lab analysis and make
recommendations for appropriate inputs and amend-
ments. All you have to do is take soil samples and
send them off to the lab.

Now is also the best time to start introducing more
organic matter into your soil, to allow ample time for
it to break down and be incorporated into the soil
before planting. Compost and manure will help
improve soil fertility, water retention and nutrient

capacity.

Although crops should be rotated throughout the

year, you can use this off-season time to plant a crop

Continued on page 21
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DICLA AGRI MACHINERY

Making your soil preparation simple.

FIELDKING © agromaster

Buill 1o w The 204t

agri machinery

DICLA FARM AND SEED (PTY) LTD
Plot 11, Van Wyksvlei, Muldersdrift
Heurs Mon-Fri 07:30-17:00
Tel: +27 (0) 11 662 1371
Web: www.dicla.com

....... Y% NEW HOLLAND

Tillers
Rippers
Ridgers
Disc Ploughs
Disc Harrows
Chisel Ploughs

Mould Board Ploughs www.dicla.com
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From page 19
to re-introduce some nutrients to your soil, depleted
during the high season.

You can grow a cover crop that will not only add
nutrients back into your soil but also help prevent
against erosion. Popular winter cover crops in dry
climates include vetch, sweet clover and crimson
clover. These fall under the legume family and are
excellent fixers of nitrogen. They must be planted
long before the first frost hits, so ensure they are well-
established by the time the cold snaps start.
Cover crops such as these are also less water-

Vetch is a popular cover crop.

IN THE GARDEN

demanding and will survive with a little drip irriga-
tion.

These can be harvested and used as animal fodder in
spring, or ploughed back into the soil when you are
ready to prepare for the new season.

Other frost resistant crops you can consider include
kale and some root vegetables (carrots and turnips).
Plant these during winter, using drop irrigation to
maintain soil moisture. Then, when spring arrives,
choose a crop from a different family to plant in the
same spot.

Crop rotation can also help disrupt pest and disease
cycles, helping your long-term pest control practices.
By rotating crops, farmers can break pest and disease
cycles, reducing the risk of soil-borne pathogens and
pests that can overwinter and affect subsequent
crops. Additionally, different crops have varied
nutrient requirements, and rotating them helps
balance soil nutrient levels. This prevents depletion of
specific nutrients and encourages replenishment,
resulting in healthier soil with improved structure,
fertility, and water-holding capacity. Overall, crop
rotation during winter helps revitalise the soil, setting
the stage for healthier plant growth and a more
productive harvest in the coming summer. &
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Available at leading hardware stores, steel retailers and DIY depots

BUILD STRUCTURES WITHOUT WELDIN:

Avadilable in: 50mm Square | 38mm Square | 25mm Square

NO POWER

HEAVY DUTY OUTDOOR CUSTOM BUILDS:

Solar Structures | Greenhouses | Animal Enclosures |

50mm

50% stronger*

38mm

20% stronger*

mild steel tubing in independent fests at Conn

SMART SAVINGS
TIME/ENERGY/LABOUR

REQUIRED

GONNECT-II

Stronger|Faster|Smarter
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012 004 0774
sales@connect-it.cc
www.connect-it.cc
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Herman
Tel. 082 556 5591

VISIT www.connect-it.cc/where-to-buy-connect-it/ to find a stockist or order online
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ON THE PLOT

Sustainably built, but it needs maintenance, too

f you have embraced the idea of living more

sustainably on your plot, chances are you have

one or more structures built out of sustainable
materials. This can include ecobricks, pallet wood,
reclaimed material and more. Like normal buildings,
these structures will need regular maintenance and
repairs. Winter, or your dry period, is the ideal time
to do that. By implementing proper and regular
maintenance practices, small farmers can ensure the
longevity and functionality of their eco-friendly
infrastructure.

SOLAR
PUMPS

HYDRO.
EHONONZOD)

VSTONEAUIVIFS
19K 220

Include Pump, Motor, Control
Box, Float Switch &

Horizontal multistage
pump

Solar Panels. » 57m Max Head

* Maximum Head: 77m
* Maximum Flow: 1200 I/h.
* Fully Automatic

* Dry Running Protection

NOW ONLY

_ incl

* 8m?/h Max Flow

* Duty Point 5m?*/h @ 3.8 Bar

- Intelligent Variable

Speed Drive

NOW ONLY

_ incl

J' Finance & Laybuy options
available:

VISIT OUR STORE IN PTA EAST

Call Us:

sales@hydropumps.co.za
www.hydro-solutions.co.za

To begin with, start doing regular and consistent
inspections. During a visual inspection you should
look out for cracks, loose boards, loose nails, rot,
crumbling cement work. If the fix is quick, do it then
and there. Don't procrastinate.
Structures built with ecobricks (two litre soft drink
bottles stuffed until rigid with plastic bags) offer both
durability and sustainability, thanks to their plastic
exteriors. If made correctly, ecobricks can be used to
build raised beds, benches, simple rooms and build-
ings. Although plastic, the bricks are probably going
to be held together by
something ~ cement or
concrete. When using
ecobricks, make sure the
area is suited for good
drainage to prevent any
build up of moisture around
your structures. Check
regularly for cracks in the
joining cement as this might
indicate shifting foundations
or moisture.
Weatherproof the structure
against sun and rain damage
by applying a sealant or
paint. This will help protect
the concrete, as well as the
bricks themselves.
A popular material for
simple structures around
your smallholding, used
pallet wood can be cheap
and effective. However, you
must do regular mainte-
nance to ensure the wood
* Supports pumps up to 2.2kw. R
PO TIPSl Continues to last. Regular
Input. inspections of the wood
i bt eIl M Ust [ook out for loose nails
DC/AC power. . . .
or rot. This can indicate a

* IP 65 weatherproof enclosure. . .
TR JIT ISl moisture problem and will
Continued on page 2

HYBRID DC/AC
PUMP INVERTER

Convert your current
pump to run on solar

Excludes solar panels & pump

NOW ONLY

R11800 .

A raised bed built using ecobricks.
Image: ecobricks.org
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From page 22

cause the structure to collapse eventually. Ensure
proper drainage around the structure to prevent this.
A good coating of a wood preservative such as Waxol
during the construction phase will go a long way to
prolonging the life of pallet wood structures.

Pest control must be performed to prevent wood
louse, termites, wood-boring beetles, and even rats
and mice from causing damage to your pallet wood.
Signs of an infestation include hollow-sounding wood
when you knock on it, presence of sawdust or small
holes in the wood.

Non-chemical pest control options can include using
a sealant or paint to close up any holes. Natural
pesticides and insectic

-'FI;, - i A -_‘ G A
Holes in the wood and wood dust are signs of pests.

ON THE PLOT

infestations. Keeping your structures neat and tidy,
and clean of any moisture build up will help prevent
infestations going unchecked.

Eco-friendly construction can sometimes be as simple
as re-purposing an item. For example, an old farm
gate can be repurposed into the wall of a crush for
cattle. Reclaimed material must have proper mainte-
nance scheduled to ensure its continued use.

Metal items should be cleared of any rust before you
repurpose them, and then kept painted thereafter.
This will help prevent water damage and any further
breakdown of the metal. This includes old fencing,
metal drums, gates and droppers.

Old tractor tyres can be repurposed into raised
growing beds, or beds for potatoes or strawberries.
You can paint them vibrant colours which will spruce
up your garden, and also help protect the outer layer
of the rubber from sun damage.

Old oil or diesel drums can be cut in half and
repurposed as feed or water troughs for livestock.
Ensure you clean them very thoroughly beforehand,
and seal any openings.

Discarded PVC pipes make excellent trellises for
tomatoes, beans or peas. Their plastic makeup means
they will not easily be water or sun damaged. Thicker
plastic piping can be repurposed into seedling trays,
or small growing pots. &

YOUR ONE-STOP
CATTLES SHEEP HANDLING
EQUIPMENT SUPPLIER

WE ALSO SUPPLY A WIDE RANGE OF OTHER AGRICULTURAL EQUIPMENT.

« Mobile cish ond neck
clamps. :

» Cattie neck clamps.

+ Standard & mobile
eading ramps.

+ Looding ramps &
panets.

+ Enclosure panets.

+ Gated enclosure
panels.

+ Feeding throughs.

» Wiorking stations.

= 2 Way sorfing gates.

« Support aiches.

+ Support crches with
gate.

« Weigh bars,

« Spray ioce.

+ Branding irons.

« Bale fings,

NATIONWIDE DELIVERY!

| "'i’-r:

Hennie van der Walt
+27 (0] 72 901 4033
info@vdwengineenng.co.za .

SEPTIC TANK
PUMPING
0@

SEPTIC
PUM

GAUTENG

0861 11 33 24
yew:ST FRANCIS BAY

071 246 8555

WE TAKE YOUR SHIT!
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IN THE FIELD
Untreated soft rock phosphate is OK for organic

ith most South African soils being defi- treated rock phosphate shows little in the way of

cient in optimum levels of phosphorus differences.

(the P part of the N, P K plant nutrition This is not an additive for the home garden, or for
trilogy) the traditional method of overcoming the small patches of land, however, as it is available only
problem, at least in heavily-worked soils, has been to in 25kg pockets, or in 1 000kg bulk bags for commer-
treat with a dose of rock phosphate. cial application. In commercial use it can successfully
However, because rock phosphate is not readily be spread using standard tractor-drawn dry material
water-soluble much of the value of this addititve spreaders and it is available as both a powder or
remains locked in the soil and unavailable to the granule.

plants. Unless, of course, the phosrock is chemically-  For more information: Talborne Organics, visit

treated before application, to render it more readily ~ www.talborne.co.za. &
soluble.
But here's the snag: the chemical treatment of o
phosrock, while it may make the latter soluble, .
renders it unsuitable for use in certified organic "I?Itb,w&gunxa
rowing systems. .
I%Iow, h%)vzever, there is a solution, in the form of "“""'Y‘*."I:Ee""’ e s
Talborne Organics' soft rock phosphate, which is not = o < SULY
chemically treated, thus rendering it organically = - 2 4
=B

acceptable. Moreover, a comparison of the properties
of Talborne's soft phosphate with the more common Soft rock phosphate is available in 25kg and 1 000kg bags.

Tel: 011 967 1295
Tel: 011 967 2151
Cell: 072 041 7819

Fax: 011963 0473

MOTOR SPARES Fax: 086 218 4686

email: spartscc@mweb.co.za

261 & 262 Stanley Road, Pomona, Kempton Park, CNR of Stanley and High Road
Monday - Friday 07:30 - 17:00, Saturday 08:00 — 13:00, Certain Public Holidays 08:00 - 12:30
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CORDLESS INNOVATION
OUTDOOR POWER EQUIPMENT

V/7le1,dhds

The EASY way to
keep everything
tidy

b
'i WTHIU

18V Intelligent Charger
and Batteries fit all 18V Tools
Excludes HP347 & HP457 white/black battery models
*Charge time from cold - Charges all batteries

A.5AK BATTERY /% ~ 3.0Ah BATTERY "N 5.08n BATTERY " 5,08 BATTERY
BL1B15N ' BL18308 & BL1850B s BL1BGOB
¢ Charge time: Chnjrm time: Charge time: Charge time;

* EASE of use
* ZERO Emissions

Live Green

* LOW Noise Grovi‘Str ong

a member of the HUdaco group

For more info.or your nearest Makita dealer contact Rutherford:
JHB: 011 878-2600 = CT: 021 932-0568 + DBN: 031 717-6400

n MakitaPowertoolsSA 2
wwww.makita.co.za
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IN THE WORKSHOP

Cordless: the way to go? Or a way to go yet

workshop and garden? With the push by many

manufacturers to design and launch battery-
powered tools and garden equipment they are
becoming increasingly popular and widespread.
But there are a couple of things you should know
before you head off to your favourite tool shop.
Firstly, the tools themselves seem remarkably inex-
pensive. Problem is, they are mostly sold without a
battery or batteries, and without a charger. And here's
the thing: It's the Li-ion batteries and intelligent
chargers that are expensive, often more than dou-
bling the cost of the overall purchase.
Next, know that each make has its own batteries, for
its own tools. At this stage at least, batteries are not
interchangeable across different makes, and indeed
are sometimes not even interchangeable between all
tools of the same make.
Why is this? Clearly each make wants to keep control
of the batteries for its own tools because this is where
its development and design budget has been sunk,
which it would like to recover before allowing others
into its sector.
In most ranges, too, one finds a variety of battery
sizes, and a variety of chargers. This makes it possible
for an occasional hobbyist, whose workload is light
on his drill, or angle-grinder, to set himself up at
much lower cost than a professional journeyman who
spends his workday drilling and cutting. He will be
able to buy much more powerful batteries, and fast
chargers, to enable him to keep working, where the
hobbyist would have needed to take a tea-break
when he ran out of charge. Of course, it is possible to
buy more than one battery, keeping charged spares in
one's toolkit in case the first one goes flat half-way
through a job. The most common output voltage for
battery-powered tools is 18V DC. Larger tools,
particularly those for garden use such as brushcutters,

RANDVAAL
TREKKERS & IMPLEMENTE

F ancy the idea of battery operated tools in your

016 365 6369

chainsaws and mowers, often need something more,
in which case two 18V batteries are used together, to
give the machine 36V. But 18V/36V is by no means
the only voltage used in the battery-power sector.
There are tools that use 20V, or 24V and any number
of variants in between, illustrating again why it is
unlikely that the tool market will in time settle down
to a universal battery and voltage.

Users are sometimes disappointed by the working life
of a single battery charge, complaining that their tool
stopped working after only a few minutes because
the battery was flat. Thus, careful reading of reviews
is necessary to ensure you buy a tool that won't
disappoint you.

Furthermore, if you are thinking of changing over
from corded tools, or petrol-powered garden equip-
ment, to battery power, it is wise to look at all of your
corded workshop tools, and all of your garden
machines, Some workshop items simply can't be
battery-powered, such as your bench drill, table saw,
thicknesser, bench grinder or welder. But others, such
as your hand drill, angle grinder or even your heat
gun, most certainly can. Bearing in mind that you
want your batteries to be interchangeable across all of
your portable workshop tools, your next step is to
look for a brand where this is possible, and which
offers you a suitably wide range of models.

Finally, if your usage of garden equipment such as
your mower, blower, brushcutter or chainsaw, is
extensive (ie you need these items for your small-
holding or farm), battery-powered machines are
probably not for you as they will run out of charge
long before you complete your day's work.

But for townies, battery-powered machines are ideal
in the garden, combining the convenience of go-
anywhere working, with neighbour-pleasing noise
levels when in use and zero carbon monoxide
emissions. &

FOR ALL YOUR TRACTOR,
IMPLEMENT AND
SPARES NEEDS!

CHECK OUTOUR SPECIAL DEALS ON TRACTORS (NEW & USED), IMPLEMENTS AND PARTS

M-F 290, 55KW
NEW TYRES
R210 000 + VAT

M-F 3994 X 4,
NEW TYF-‘Eb
R325 000 + VAT

WE STOCK: S NV @ &

MASSEY FERGUSON

M-F 240, 35KW
R120 000 + VAT R85 000 + VAT

JOHNDEERE Zsrix=72xy? NEWHOLLAND
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FIAT 480, 38KW
R75 000 + VAT

REVARO ..

AFFORDABLE INNOVATION™

M-F 35X, 34KW
R140 000+ VAT

and more!
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IN THE GARDEN

Build a bug hotel for your critters

ny vegetable farmer worth his or her salt

knows that bugs play a very important role in

pollinating your plants. There are a few ways
in which we can encourage these bugs to frequent
our gardens, particularly during the winter months
when food may be harder for them to come by.
Bug hotels attract beneficial insects such as ladybugs,
lacewings, and predatory wasps, which act as natural
pest control agents. These helpful insects prey on
harmful pests like aphids, caterpillars, and mites,
reducing the need for chemical pesticides.
Creating a bug-friendly habitat fosters biodiversity on
your plot. By providing suitable homes and resources
for a wide range of insects, bug hotels contribute to a
diverse ecosystem that helps maintain ecological
balance and resilience.
Although there are pre-built ones for sale, they are
simple enough to do yourself.
You will need to find a few pieces of sturdy wood
such as old pallet wood or repurposed materials. You
will need to find nesting materials to fill your hotel
with ~ these can range from bamboo canes,
pinecones, twigs and dry leaves. These act as nooks
and crannies into which the bugs can take refuge.
Build a frame, as big or small as you like, ensuring it is
securely fastened.
Inside the frame, stack your chosen materials verti-
cally. Alternate between different sized and shaped
components to ensure variety. Secure your materials
to the backboard using wire or cable ties. Different
insects have different preferences for space, so using
varying materials will mean you can accommodate a
number of different types of insects.

ENGINE RECON 3.2, 2.2 & 2.0 Bl- TURBO
TRADE IN YOUR OI.D ENGIIIE b
CLUTCH WORX

ENGINE OVERHAUL
FRONT AND REAR SUSPENSION SER

CONTACT : 078 259 701908 e Ee 307 7hn

Hollow plant stems, such as bamboo canes or reeds
provide good nesting sites for solitary bees and
beneficial wasps. Wood blocks with pre-drilled holes
offer hiding places for beetles and other insects. Small
stones, bricks or cinder blocks create crevices that are
attracting to ground-dwelling insects such as spiders
and centipedes. Pinecones, dry leaves and straw act
as bedding for beetles and insects that overwinter.
(This typically involves finding a protected location
where they can enter a state of dormancy or hiberna-
tion to allow them to conserve energy throughout the
cold months where there is little food available for
them.)

Make sure your bug hotel is located in an area close
to your vegetable garden or crops, but elevated off
the ground to protect it from your livestock and pets.
Keeping it off the ground will also make sure it stays
dry and prevents any rot to the structure.

Regularly inspect and clean your bug hotel. This
means removing debris, and making sure the struc-
ture is dry and free of mould. &8

An imaginitively—designe DIY bug -h.otel.l .-

SECURITY TRIP WIRE

Simple Instaliation STOP CRIME ON YOUR PROPERTY

‘Affordable & Practical
No Power Required

DEALER PRICES FOR
MORE]HAN 10 UNITS

Mason Ellﬂllleel'll?7

083 611 28

Lleney »_):)wl SNy
hou gest rates
Theo ughotty X
aute \ romP
:fbapﬁ* *I".ms DUl
TYRONE: 068 032 8635

M EQUIPMENT SERVICES |

WE REPAIR AND SERVICE:

Generators | Jack hammers | Power Tools | Lawn Mowers
Bomags | Hydraulics | Rammers | Welding | Tar Cutters
Plate Compactors | Trench Compactors | Water Pumps

AND MORE
WE COLLECT AND DELIVER
327 8th Ave, Bredell, Kempton Park

Contact 067 637 7001 / marvenmdlull@gmall com
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IN THE KITCHEN

A spiced winter veg chutney to warm you

y now, you should be well into growing your

favourite winter vegetables. As published in

the May SA Smallholder, there are a number
of vegetables that you can continue to grow through-
out winter despite dryer climates, frost and cool
temperatures.
These vegetables often lend themselves to hearty
soups and stews, good enough to warm you up
throughout the colder months. But, if you are looking
for ways to preserve your winter harvest, you can
consider making a spiced vegetable chutney. This
works well as an accompaniment to curries, roast
meats, or as a spread to go with strong cheeses on
farmhouse bread.

Ingredients

2 cups winter vegetables (such as carrots, turnips,
beetroot, parsnips, radish, butternut, sweet potato)
finely chopped

1 cup onions, finely chopped

1 cup apples, peeled and finely chopped

1 cup brown sugar

1 cup apple cider vinegar

/2 cup raisins or cranberries

V4 finely chopped ginger

1 teaspoon mustard seeds

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon

1/> teaspoon ground cloves

/2 teaspoon ground turmeric

1/2 teaspoon salt

Method

In a large pot, combine the chopped winter vegeta-

bles, onions, apples, brown sugar, apple cider vinegar,

raisins or dried cranberries, crystallised ginger, mus-
tard seeds, cinnamon, cloves, turmeric, and salt.

Sheligtit for Poultry

Stir the mixture well and bring it to a boil over
medium-high heat.

Reduce the heat to low and let the chutney simmer,
uncovered, for about 1 to 1.5 hours, stirring occa-
sionally. As the chutney cooks, the vegetables will
soften and the flavours will meld together. Cook until
the chutney reaches a thick, jam-like consistency.
Taste the chutney and adjust the seasoning or sweet-
ness if desired. You can add more sugar or spices
according to your taste.

Once the chutney is ready, remove it from the heat
and let it cool to room temperature.

Transfer the chutney into sterilised jars and seal
tightly. Store the jars in a cool, dark place for a week
or two to allow the flavours to develop before using.
You can adjust the spices or sweetness levels to suit
your preference. Store in the fridge after opening. &

LLHC Moore Voere

Plot 27, Japie Street, Onderstepnorl

012 561 2530/ 082 950 3826 3
___ |hemoorevoere@gmail.com ;‘
We manufacture: “ :
I d = ﬁ
Poultry Fee - Top qusliiy pure frozen mince
Bird Seed Mixes \ /‘*'1‘ 9.2 BEEF OR CHICKEN 2,
N

hed, dned oyster shells Animal Feeds

Mon-Friz 08h00-17h00  Sat: 08h00-13h00
Sun & Public Holidays: Closed

« DELIVERED TO Yol PWR"
Minimum Order for Home Dgliveries] case = 16kg
Available in various sizes 072
o ronaldc@polka.co.za

Soil Testing
for Farmers & Gardeners
Complete service includes:
-Taking soil sample - 1m||nnulmum
:Lab analysis Flowbins
-Interpretation of results ““ﬁl::v::'n:;:fm
.erp nutrition recommendation or Petrol H/P Pump
- Eliminate the guesswork 7,30m Hose Reel
Get optimym plant g;__'_ovfrth Call Kyle - Jhb
083 993 4686 061 996 3628
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Solar Power Systems Course

This comprehensive photovoltaic solar design and
installation course was created to address the need of
individuals, organisations or small businesses that
require basic information on the size, rating and
installation of solar systems. Course objectives include
being able to assess what equipment should poten-
tially be of good or poor quality, distinguish how
photovoltaic technologies differ from each other,
know what the most appropriate energy saving
technology is for a particular application, perform
calculations for the design of a solar power system,
and more.

No formal prerequisites are required to attend this
course. This is the first leg of a twin course.

Date: 1 July 2023

Cost: R1 950 per person.

Location: Diamond Valley Estate, Pretoria, Gauteng
Contact: 087 231 1644 or email info@kragdag.co.za

The Cannabis Expo, Durban

The Cannabis Expo is the global marketplace for
education and innovative products and businesses
serving the cannabis industry and its medicinal,
agricultural, financial and lifestyle aspects. The expo
hall at The Cannabis Expo will feature over 100
exhibitors representing the full spectrum of the
cannabis industry. Browse and enjoy cannabis-infused
meals, treats and drinks. The event will also feature a
vibrant outdoor festival environment. Presentations
around cannabis-related topics that cover health,
agriculture, legislation, finance and more will also be
held throughout the expo.

Date: 28 to 30 July, 2023

Location: The Globe at Suncoast, Durban

Contact: Visit www.thecannabisexpo.co.za for more
info or contact sarah@thecannabisexpo.co.za

SOWUITTIEL M@m&?

Sakeliga Kragdag

KragDag focuses on sustainable
and independent solutions (and
even do-it-yourself plans), to help
make you less exposed to and
dependent on a state deter-
mined life.

This year’s event is subtitled “Kom on bou n
kragstasie.” At KragDag you will find solutions to the
challenges of energy, water, safety, health, food
production, education, transport and construction
and a creative entrepreneurial mindset is encour-
aged.

This year you can expect 330 exhibition stands

and 165 exhibitors in the agricultural sub-expo, free
seminars and lectures, a variety of activities on a wide
range of farming matters, as well as the arena which
will include shows with horses and mounted warfare,
cattle breed shows, and drone demonstrations. Also,
a large variety of refreshments and an amusement
park and entertainment that includes anything from
ox-carts to helicopter rides. Exhibitors include solar
solutions, water collection and purification, horticul-
ture aquaponics and hydroponic systems, security
alarms, beekeeping, wind power, cleaning and
recycling, hydroponic green fodder, firefighting and
fire equipment, storage tunnels and greenhouses,
heritage seeds, kitchen equipment, livestock protec-
tion, pool equipment, pest control, and more.
Exhibitors can book a stand at
www.kragdag.co.za/webtuiste/stal-uit.

Date: 9-12 August 2023. 08h00-17h00.

Cost: R100 per adult (children up to 18 free), but by
registering in advance you get a 50% discount.
Register at www.kragdag.co.za/besoeker/kaartjies
Location: Diamond Valley Estate, Pretoria, Gauteng
Contact: 087 231 1644 or info@kragdag.co.za

Mark
Markgar

—

1/8th Page ( scountsfappl or multnple bookmgs (3' or mare) |
Large Spot (95‘x 4‘0mm) R750 No charge for ad design and make-up. 4
Small Spot (45 x 40mm)  R460
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Solar speak: SA’s new lingo

he current trend towards relieving Eskom of its

burden of supplying us with electricity, namely

the headlong rush into solar systems, has
spawned some new terms in our language.
For example, when walking or driving through your
neighbourhood do you find yourself examining the
roofs of nearby houses for an array of solar panels?
And if you spot some, do you do a quick count of
their number, and assess their size, and where and
how they are mounted?
And then, do you compare your findings with your
own installation? That's called “panel envy” if your
neighbour has more panels than you, or “panel
smugness” if you have more than him.
But if you are unfortunate to have suffered a bout of
panel envy because he has more panels than you,
sometimes you can console yourself by saying to
yourself “ah, but his panels are smaller/less power-
ful/older than mine...”
Hopefully, of course, you have installed a system
large and powerful enough to allow you to avoid the
next new term, which is “charge anxiety.”
Charge anxiety occurs when you become concerned
that your usage may overwhelm the capacity of your
battery assembly. This can occur in two ways. Firstly, if
you are careless in the use of your electrical appli-
ances you run the risk of running your battery flat,
and thus being left in the dark. More commonly,
however, you run the risk of charge anxiety on cloudy
days, which may result in insufficient sunlight on your
panels to charge your battery up for the dark hours
ahead. Closely related to the panel smugness men-
tioned above is “solar smugness” which is that
insufferable boastfulness that emerges among the
“manne” at a braai when, having discussed the
dreadful state of the nation, the conversation turns
inevitably to load-shedding and the measures one has

in place to overcome it. For, it is now almost guaran-
teed that one in your group will mutter smugly “of
course, we have solar...”.

Whereupon the inevitable question, much like
schoolboys comparing their willies in the shower, will
be “How big is your inverter?” in the fear that his
inverter is bigger than yours. \ W

And you, having told the group :@9
the size of yours, will equally SO
inevitably ask “and yours?”
Finally, we Saffers have known
since birth that we are gener-
ally blessed with almost endless
days of bright sunlight, which
makes the installation of
rooftop solar systems, and solar
geysers, a no-brainer. For now,
however, you will find, as a
new convert to solar, that you become more acutely
aware of just how blessed we are with sunlight in this
country. And one begins to realise just how backward
we are here, considering the great advances in
homespun solar installations in countries far less
blessed by the sun than we, such as Germany and
the Netherlands.

Germany, for example, is light-years (pun fully
intended) ahead of us. There, if you have an excess
of capacity the central electricity-generating authority
will pay you for it when it is released into the grid.
Their electricity meters, you see, are clever enough to
work in both directions, charging you for what you
use, and paying you back for what you supply.

That's a long way off here, | suspect, for apart from
the glacial pace at which officialdom works in South
Africa, Eskom is hardly in a position to shell out funds
it doesn't have for electricity being sold to it, rather
than by it.

) (<= The only SABS-approved
) tanks advertised here
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31Barratt Road,
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