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STEEL STRUCTURES IN KIT FORM (DIY)

 EASY ERECTION PROCEDURE AS SHOWN ON PLANS & STEEL WORK DIAGRAMS
* PLANS & ENGINEERS CERTIFICATE INCLUDED » SUPPLIED IN EASY TO ERECT FORMAT
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& 100% Environmentally Friendly
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POSITIVE DISPLACEMENT PUMP MANUFACTURERS
SUBMERSIBLE BOREHOLE PUMPS & ACCESSORIES
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TEL : 015 004 0180
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FINANCIAL MATTERS

How to insure your smallholding...

eople living in peri-urban or
rural areas are vulnerable to various risks.
Climate change is bringing about more
extreme weather conditions which affect our live-
stock or crops, while in some areas levels of crime
have reached epic proportions.
So the canny smallholder's thoughts turn to insurance.
How does insurance actually work? Insurance is a
legal agreement between two parties ~ the insurer
and the insured. The insured pays the insurer an
agreed amount of money, usually monthly, and the
insurer undertakes to pay the insured where loss or
damage has taken place to any of the items that are
covered by the insurance policy.
Anyone who is trying to make an income from their
land needs to consider protecting themselves from
the effects of drought, theft, disease, flooding, fire
and storms.
Only about 40% of commercial farmers have crop
insurance and smallholders or small farmers regard
insurance as virtually unaffordable.
In traditional forms of insurance assessing losses in

.and its contents agricultural contexts carries a very

high cost. Because of this, there is a rising trend in
some developing countries to make use of index
based insurance (IBI) for farmers and smallholders.
The index is developed based on weather-related
information, such as rainfall, temperature,
evapotranspiration, soil moisture and vegetation. The
data is gathered through the use of weather stations
and satellites and historical averages are stated.

With index insurance, if the measure drops below, or
is above, a level that has been agreed on beforehand,
the policy will pay out to the farmer or the insured.
The Agricultural Research Council (ARC) has devel-
oped a weather-based index and is going to be
partnering with government and insurance compa-
nies to bring this insurance option to farmers and
smallholders.

In the meantime, smallholders can take advantage of
the fact that they can insure against very specific risks.
For example, if they have livestock, they can insure

against foot and mouth disease, redwater fever,
Continued on page 16

From page 11
productivity. There is also the old idea that you will

save money if you buy all the ingredients and make
your own feed. This does not make sense when one
considers the wholesale prices commercial manufac-
turers will pay for ingredients. They will also have
large machinery to mechanise the whole process. We
are all cost conscious in these difficult times, so rather
consider how you can prevent waste. Generally
pellets are less wasteful than mash. Look at your
feeders and check if there are waste-reducing feeders
available.

A common problem is that wild birds, along with rats
and mice, are getting an unfair share of the chicken
feed. Examine your coop to see where you can
prevent these freeloaders from getting in.

Deworm your flock regularly, so that you are feeding
the chicken and not internal parasites.
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Shop around and compare protein content, as well as
prices.

Storing feed correctly includes ensuring that insects
and rodents are not able to get at it. On the other
hand good ventilation ensures that you don't have a
problem with too much humidity and the danger of
mould developing.

Only buy in bulk if you can store the feed safely. &
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FINANCIAL MATTERS

From page 13
heartwater fever, gall sickness, pulpy kidney or blue

tongue, depending on the species and what is
prevalent in their area. They will have to prove,
where relevant, that insured animals have been
inoculated against the specific illness within twelve
months of their death and show proof that the serum
has been correctly stored and used as prescribed.

Or they can insure against impotence in a pedigreed
bull or ram, as long as they have a certificate to prove
fertility at the time of insuring.

More generally they can cover their bloodstock and
livestock against fire, lightning, storm, disease, violent
accident, accidental poisoning, freezing and attack.
They can cover the animals while they are being
transported as well.

They can also be covered against the risk of their
livestock breaking through fences and roaming onto
roads or neighbouring land, where they may destroy
crops or interfere with breeding stock.

Obviously they can insure their assets such as build-
ings, dams, irrigation systems, plastic tunnels, bore-
holes, machinery, electronic equipment, vehicles,
tractors and implements.

They can get cover for loss of crop. However, insurers
usually state preferred norms and standards in their
farming practice, such as date and density of plant-

You can insure your bull.

ing. Some insurers cover damage to produce and
vehicles due to potholes, but the insured needs to be
very clear whether their policy includes this. They
could also insure hay stacks or bales.

Some companies cover one for dishonest and unlaw-
ful actions by employees that could harm your
finances or reputation.

If you run your business from you plot you can have
business interruption insurance. If your business is not
agricultural you can get cover for your products and
services.

You are not going to be covered in the event of
nationalisation, commandeering, expropriation or
requisition by any lawfully constituted authority.

Angle Iron
T AT
26X 263
25 %26 %5
30x30x3
30x30x5
40x40x2
40x40x25
40x40x 3
40x40x5
50x50x3

R89.00
R129.00
R205.00
R157.00
R252.00
R149.00
R183.00
R217.00
R348.00
R274.00

ACT US NOW ON WHATSAPP

Hot Rolled She
2250 x 1225 x 1
2450 x 1225 x 2
2450 x 1225 x 3
2450 x 1225 x 4
2500 x 1200 x 5
2500 x 1200 x 6
2500 x 1200 x 8
2500 x 1200 x 1

et/Plate each
6 R988.00
R1199.00
R1750.00
R2 450.00
R3 000.00
R3499.00
R4 499.00
0 R5620.00

Lip Channel

75x50x20x 2
100x50x 20 x 2
125x50x 20 x 2
150x50x 20 x 2
175 x50 x 20 x 2

200x50x20x 2
Channel

76 x 38
100 x 50
152 x 76

R399.00
R449.00
R499.00
R550.00
R679.00

R799.00
6m

R659.00
R1020.00
R2510.00

Sq Tube [Bm)1 6mm
20x20  R128.00
25x25  R163.90
32x32  R219.00
38x38  R249.00
50x50  R316.00
76x76  R499.00
100 x 100

2.0mm
R169.00
R199.00
R257.00
R299.00
R409.00
R619.00
R850.00

Round Pipe 1.6mm 2.0mm

32x6m
38 x 6m

R159.00 R195.00
R214.00 R243.00

Square Bar

10mm
12mm

Flat Bar
20x3
20x5
25x%3
25x%x5
30x3
30x5
40x3
40x5

6m
R85.00

R128.00

6m
R63.00
R97.50
R79.00
R119.50
R94.00
R160.00
R125.00
R195.00

50x6m  R239.00 R319.00
Roof Sheeting  per metre
IBR .4mm R97.50

50x50x5
60 x 60 x 6
70x70x6

R436.00
R628.00
R739.00

50x%3
50x5
60x6

R156.00
R245.00
R357.00

GREAT SPECIALS ON HARDWARE!
Welding rods: 2.5mm x 5kg - R189.90 QD Red Oxide - 5lt - R295.00

IPE Sections perm

("I"- beam)
100 x 55

R775.00

140x73 R1359.00
Expanded Metal

6320C
6320D

R195.00
R238.00

Welding rods: 3.2mm x 5kg - R213.00 Thinners - 5It - R328.00

Cutting discs - 115m

m - R24.00

Cutting discs - 230mm - R39.99

ULTRA LOCKS - R9!

CONTACT US FOR ALL YOUR ALUMINIUM
| AND STAINLESS STEEL REQUIREMENTS! -

9.00
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www.sasmallholder.co.za

IBR .5mm
Corr .3mm
Corr .5mm
Fibreglass
Chromadek

R99.00
R68.50
R99.00
R120.00
R190.00

Great deals also on Rect Tube,

Galvanised Sheet, Palisades,

70x6
80x6

Round Bar

8mm
10mm
12mm

R385.00
R379.00

6m
R48.00
R72.00

R108.00

" Aluminium Sheets

ONLY R45.00/kg!




ON THE PLOT

Tips for painless winter plot maintenance

hile you may have finished mowing, your
firebreaks are all prepared and it's too
early to think of ploughing and planting

for next summer's crop, there are still plenty of tasks
to keep you busy through the cold months.

For now is the ideal time to carry out all of those
routine maintenance jobs that would otherwise be
neglected. These include fence-post and gate paint-
ing, fence repairs generally, and repairs to leaky
pipework, reservoirs and tanks.

Before embarking on your maintenance programme,
however, it makes sense to draw up a plan of what
needs to be done, what needs to be bought in order
to do it, and what the obvious sequence of the jobs
should be. It is pointless, for example, to start by
painting fence corner posts before resetting them in
the event of their pulling out of true. Rather do all the
fence-post resetting first, then reset and tension the
wires, and finally set about painting the posts and
gates. When painting gates and posts beware of
taking on more than you can finish in a day or two at
a time. This may seem counter-intuitive, and will
need to be carefully explained to workers who would
otherwise do all of one single task before moving on
to the next in the sequence. Thus, rather strip the

W 3
3 . . .
L@ 5. Sprunkler wrigatfion
A » Durable, easy to move, and affordable
alternative fo old-fashioned steel pipes.

¢ Lightweight & easy to assemble,
move and modify

Quuck Coupling 4

loose paint of a single gate, treat any rust and prime
the gate, with each action following on the previous
one as closely as possible. This prevents fresh rust
building up overnight as a result of dew, or the
accumulation of dust. When it comes to paint, there
is an optimum time between coats where adhesion is
greatly enhanced. Leaving primers and undercoats to
dry too much before overcoating makes for a less
complete bond.

Now is also a good time to replace leaky tap washers,
and attend to leaky ball-valves in water troughs and
tanks. A highveld winter, when the ground is dry, is
also an ideal time to check one's buried pipework for
leaks, which would otherwise not show up as clearly
in moist soil.

In your machinery shed the most obvious winter
maintenance tasks include removing unused fuel
from petrol tanks, and replacing used engine oil,
cleaning air filters and greasing any bearings and
points that you can reach. If you sharpen your own
chainsaw chains, spend some quiet hours in your
workshop is to sit down with a blunt chain, and some
round and flat files and slowly work through the
chain link by link, to ensure you have a stock of sharp
chains on hand when needed next season. &

¢ Clip fittings together latch together effortlessly

¢ Leak-free system under pressure and

draining of the line when not under pressure

¢ |[deal for amost all fopographies & soil fypes

¢ Exiremely durable, heat- and frost-resistant

¢ Available in 50mm, 63mm, 76mm, 20mm,

110mm, 125mm, 140mm & 160mm &

Afrig @) Water
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DAWSON & DOBSON Irrigation
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061 502 2547
admin@afrigwater.co.za

WWW.afrigwater.Co.za

Available at co-ops across South Africa
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Unit 11 i sales@reapersagri.co.za
h

Sable Industrial Estate m.

12 Pomona Road Pieter Visagie snr

Kempton Park R‘EA‘PERS pietfr@reupe.rsugrioco'm
AGRI - Pieter Visagie Jnr
%%mww“p\' pieterjnr@reapersagri.co.za

Quality Agricultural Equipment At Prices YOU can Afford

LARGE BANGE OF 8PRAYERS -PON/- MOWER

..rl..;rl.'_'::?_; | HOLL=RINO =S
UTT=rS | IMULC =S

Choose from our full range.
1.0m - 2.4m working widths
in Light, Medium &

SAURO 800DZ Boom Sprayer TEKO 1200V Bp125 pump

853( tank 5m boom mechanical i Heavy-duty options.
with 3x manual sections with 5x sections i
104 rinse tank 1298( tank & 104( rinse tank f;,a"'ia’:’:.—m:::;: SIEASIHIERSEIEAWES
BP105-L pump REMO rate controller 7 rlodsls zlse zivzillznle

SE Drotsky S6 Hammermill
with 3-phase motor. Monosem planters for all

JAlso available with a species and for all
- = diesel engine. sizes of tractor

CAMPO 20-C 18MT CAMPO 32-P 24MT

(ALA-C boom) with 5x sections (ALA-600 boom) .
Tank 2100/ + 215( rinse tank with 7x sections
171/ pm pump + Tank 3000/ + 300( rinse tank
Bravo-180 rate controller 281( pm pump +

and 230/95 R36 wheels BRAVO-400 rate controller

. . r. 3
I r 1

Fully equipped workshops & trained technicians J Full range of petrol and diesel generators

Heaad daals yg)
- y - & i

Lnygs g Flndds

(L] Solea LD7 15W40 engine oil
5(: R356.50 20/: R1 340.00

(] Vela C+ gearbox, diff & hydraulic circuit
5(: R365.00 20/: R1 420.00

All prices INCLUDE VAT, valid while stocks last

With front loader &, ose the model to suit your needs from 13kW to 215kW, 2WD and 4WD

o
E ALSO SIOGLE mecommick ZTIGA @Husqvama "9H®

SPARES & COMPONENTS FOR ALL AGRICULTURAL MACHINERY




IN THE GARDEN

How to protect your summer soil in winter

mong the tasks you can perform during the
“quiet” winter months here is one that will
pay off handsomely in the forthcoming
growing season, namely soil maintenance. For much
of South Africa, and certainly on the Highveld, the
best time for a bit of soil care will be during the
winter months when frost and lack of rainfall make
growing in outdoor facilities difficult.
There are a few key strategies you can implement
over the next few months that will ensure your soil is
in the best condition in time for sowing season in
spring.
First among these is to ensure that what you already
have doesn't go to waste, in the form of erosion
control on your existing land.
If you are leaving patches of land empty during
winter, take measures to protect these spaces against
erosion. Erosion will strip away valuable topsoil and
negatively impact soil structure. This is especially
prevalent during the dry season when the lack of
moisture heightens the risk of erosion.
Mulching is an easy way to protect your soil immedi-
ately. Using an organic material such as wood chips

2288 Danie Theron Straat

Pretoria Noord
Kontak Peet: 071 983 7983

Plot 127 Van der Hoff Weg
Kameeldrift-Wes

VERSKEIE DIERE VOERE BESKIKBAAR

50KG MIELIES R295 || 30 KG SONNEBLOM R385

40 KG KOPMEEL R150 || 40KG LUSERN PILLE R260 [*

HH‘H\!H»

areas to conserve moisture and prevent wind erosion.
Mulch acts as a barrier, protecting your soil from the
sun and wind. In this way, your nutrient-rich top soil
will still be there come spring.

For larger worked pieces of land, you can use con-
tour ploughing to protect your topsoil. This technique
involves ploughing along the contour lines of the
land, which means ploughing with the slopes. This
helps create small ridges and furrows that slow down
water runoff, and create small wind protection
barriers, reducing erosion.

A more contemporary approach, of course, is to
forego working the soil almost entirely, by opting for a
no-till cultivation routine.

During the quiet season, you can take this time to
conduct soil tests. This means that when planting
season starts, you already have a good idea of how to
get the most out of your soil and you won't have to
scramble to improve your soil at the beginning of the
season.

A specialised soil testing service will more than likely
conduct the tests, do the lab analysis and make
recommendations for appropriate inputs and amend-
ments. All you have to do is take soil samples and
send them off to the lab.

Now is also the best time to start introducing more
organic matter into your soil, to allow ample time for
it to break down and be incorporated into the soil
before planting. Compost and manure will help
improve soil fertility, water retention and nutrient

capacity.

Although crops should be rotated throughout the

year, you can use this off-season time to plant a crop

Continued on page 21
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DICLA AGRI MACHINERY

Making your soil preparation simple.

FIELDKING © agromaster

Buill 1o w The 204t

agri machinery

DICLA FARM AND SEED (PTY) LTD
Plot 11, Van Wyksvlei, Muldersdrift
Heurs Mon-Fri 07:30-17:00
Tel: +27 (0) 11 662 1371
Web: www.dicla.com

....... Y% NEW HOLLAND

Tillers
Rippers
Ridgers
Disc Ploughs
Disc Harrows
Chisel Ploughs

Mould Board Ploughs www.dicla.com
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From page 19
to re-introduce some nutrients to your soil, depleted
during the high season.

You can grow a cover crop that will not only add
nutrients back into your soil but also help prevent
against erosion. Popular winter cover crops in dry
climates include vetch, sweet clover and crimson
clover. These fall under the legume family and are
excellent fixers of nitrogen. They must be planted
long before the first frost hits, so ensure they are well-
established by the time the cold snaps start.
Cover crops such as these are also less water-

Vetch is a popular cover crop.

IN THE GARDEN

demanding and will survive with a little drip irriga-
tion.

These can be harvested and used as animal fodder in
spring, or ploughed back into the soil when you are
ready to prepare for the new season.

Other frost resistant crops you can consider include
kale and some root vegetables (carrots and turnips).
Plant these during winter, using drop irrigation to
maintain soil moisture. Then, when spring arrives,
choose a crop from a different family to plant in the
same spot.

Crop rotation can also help disrupt pest and disease
cycles, helping your long-term pest control practices.
By rotating crops, farmers can break pest and disease
cycles, reducing the risk of soil-borne pathogens and
pests that can overwinter and affect subsequent
crops. Additionally, different crops have varied
nutrient requirements, and rotating them helps
balance soil nutrient levels. This prevents depletion of
specific nutrients and encourages replenishment,
resulting in healthier soil with improved structure,
fertility, and water-holding capacity. Overall, crop
rotation during winter helps revitalise the soil, setting
the stage for healthier plant growth and a more
productive harvest in the coming summer. &
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Available at leading hardware stores, steel retailers and DIY depots

BUILD STRUCTURES WITHOUT WELDIN:

Avadilable in: 50mm Square | 38mm Square | 25mm Square

NO POWER

HEAVY DUTY OUTDOOR CUSTOM BUILDS:

Solar Structures | Greenhouses | Animal Enclosures |

50mm

50% stronger*

38mm

20% stronger*

mild steel tubing in independent fests at Conn
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sales@connect-it.cc
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Tel. 082 556 5591

VISIT www.connect-it.cc/where-to-buy-connect-it/ to find a stockist or order online
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From page 22

cause the structure to collapse eventually. Ensure
proper drainage around the structure to prevent this.
A good coating of a wood preservative such as Waxol
during the construction phase will go a long way to
prolonging the life of pallet wood structures.

Pest control must be performed to prevent wood
louse, termites, wood-boring beetles, and even rats
and mice from causing damage to your pallet wood.
Signs of an infestation include hollow-sounding wood
when you knock on it, presence of sawdust or small
holes in the wood.

Non-chemical pest control options can include using
a sealant or paint to close up any holes. Natural
pesticides and insectic

-'FI;, - i A -_‘ G A
Holes in the wood and wood dust are signs of pests.

ON THE PLOT

infestations. Keeping your structures neat and tidy,
and clean of any moisture build up will help prevent
infestations going unchecked.

Eco-friendly construction can sometimes be as simple
as re-purposing an item. For example, an old farm
gate can be repurposed into the wall of a crush for
cattle. Reclaimed material must have proper mainte-
nance scheduled to ensure its continued use.

Metal items should be cleared of any rust before you
repurpose them, and then kept painted thereafter.
This will help prevent water damage and any further
breakdown of the metal. This includes old fencing,
metal drums, gates and droppers.

Old tractor tyres can be repurposed into raised
growing beds, or beds for potatoes or strawberries.
You can paint them vibrant colours which will spruce
up your garden, and also help protect the outer layer
of the rubber from sun damage.

Old oil or diesel drums can be cut in half and
repurposed as feed or water troughs for livestock.
Ensure you clean them very thoroughly beforehand,
and seal any openings.

Discarded PVC pipes make excellent trellises for
tomatoes, beans or peas. Their plastic makeup means
they will not easily be water or sun damaged. Thicker
plastic piping can be repurposed into seedling trays,
or small growing pots. &

YOUR ONE-STOP
CATTLES SHEEP HANDLING
EQUIPMENT SUPPLIER

WE ALSO SUPPLY A WIDE RANGE OF OTHER AGRICULTURAL EQUIPMENT.

« Mobile cish ond neck
clamps. :

» Cattie neck clamps.

+ Standard & mobile
eading ramps.

+ Looding ramps &
panets.

+ Enclosure panets.

+ Gated enclosure
panels.

+ Feeding throughs.

» Wiorking stations.

= 2 Way sorfing gates.

« Support aiches.

+ Support crches with
gate.

« Weigh bars,

« Spray ioce.

+ Branding irons.

« Bale fings,

NATIONWIDE DELIVERY!

| "'i’-r:

Hennie van der Walt
+27 (0] 72 901 4033
info@vdwengineenng.co.za .

SEPTIC TANK
PUMPING
0@

SEPTIC
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GAUTENG

0861 11 33 24
yew:ST FRANCIS BAY

071 246 8555

WE TAKE YOUR SHIT!
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IN THE FIELD
Untreated soft rock phosphate is OK for organic

ith most South African soils being defi- treated rock phosphate shows little in the way of

cient in optimum levels of phosphorus differences.

(the P part of the N, P K plant nutrition This is not an additive for the home garden, or for
trilogy) the traditional method of overcoming the small patches of land, however, as it is available only
problem, at least in heavily-worked soils, has been to in 25kg pockets, or in 1 000kg bulk bags for commer-
treat with a dose of rock phosphate. cial application. In commercial use it can successfully
However, because rock phosphate is not readily be spread using standard tractor-drawn dry material
water-soluble much of the value of this addititve spreaders and it is available as both a powder or
remains locked in the soil and unavailable to the granule.

plants. Unless, of course, the phosrock is chemically-  For more information: Talborne Organics, visit

treated before application, to render it more readily ~ www.talborne.co.za. &
soluble.
But here's the snag: the chemical treatment of o
phosrock, while it may make the latter soluble, .
renders it unsuitable for use in certified organic "I?Itb,w&gunxa
rowing systems. .
I%Iow, h%)vzever, there is a solution, in the form of "“""'Y‘*."I:Ee""’ e s
Talborne Organics' soft rock phosphate, which is not = o < SULY
chemically treated, thus rendering it organically = - 2 4
=B

acceptable. Moreover, a comparison of the properties
of Talborne's soft phosphate with the more common Soft rock phosphate is available in 25kg and 1 000kg bags.

Tel: 011 967 1295
Tel: 011 967 2151
Cell: 072 041 7819

Fax: 011963 0473

MOTOR SPARES Fax: 086 218 4686

email: spartscc@mweb.co.za

261 & 262 Stanley Road, Pomona, Kempton Park, CNR of Stanley and High Road
Monday - Friday 07:30 - 17:00, Saturday 08:00 — 13:00, Certain Public Holidays 08:00 - 12:30
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IN THE WORKSHOP

Cordless: the way to go? Or a way to go yet

workshop and garden? With the push by many

manufacturers to design and launch battery-
powered tools and garden equipment they are
becoming increasingly popular and widespread.
But there are a couple of things you should know
before you head off to your favourite tool shop.
Firstly, the tools themselves seem remarkably inex-
pensive. Problem is, they are mostly sold without a
battery or batteries, and without a charger. And here's
the thing: It's the Li-ion batteries and intelligent
chargers that are expensive, often more than dou-
bling the cost of the overall purchase.
Next, know that each make has its own batteries, for
its own tools. At this stage at least, batteries are not
interchangeable across different makes, and indeed
are sometimes not even interchangeable between all
tools of the same make.
Why is this? Clearly each make wants to keep control
of the batteries for its own tools because this is where
its development and design budget has been sunk,
which it would like to recover before allowing others
into its sector.
In most ranges, too, one finds a variety of battery
sizes, and a variety of chargers. This makes it possible
for an occasional hobbyist, whose workload is light
on his drill, or angle-grinder, to set himself up at
much lower cost than a professional journeyman who
spends his workday drilling and cutting. He will be
able to buy much more powerful batteries, and fast
chargers, to enable him to keep working, where the
hobbyist would have needed to take a tea-break
when he ran out of charge. Of course, it is possible to
buy more than one battery, keeping charged spares in
one's toolkit in case the first one goes flat half-way
through a job. The most common output voltage for
battery-powered tools is 18V DC. Larger tools,
particularly those for garden use such as brushcutters,

RANDVAAL
TREKKERS & IMPLEMENTE

F ancy the idea of battery operated tools in your

016 365 6369

chainsaws and mowers, often need something more,
in which case two 18V batteries are used together, to
give the machine 36V. But 18V/36V is by no means
the only voltage used in the battery-power sector.
There are tools that use 20V, or 24V and any number
of variants in between, illustrating again why it is
unlikely that the tool market will in time settle down
to a universal battery and voltage.

Users are sometimes disappointed by the working life
of a single battery charge, complaining that their tool
stopped working after only a few minutes because
the battery was flat. Thus, careful reading of reviews
is necessary to ensure you buy a tool that won't
disappoint you.

Furthermore, if you are thinking of changing over
from corded tools, or petrol-powered garden equip-
ment, to battery power, it is wise to look at all of your
corded workshop tools, and all of your garden
machines, Some workshop items simply can't be
battery-powered, such as your bench drill, table saw,
thicknesser, bench grinder or welder. But others, such
as your hand drill, angle grinder or even your heat
gun, most certainly can. Bearing in mind that you
want your batteries to be interchangeable across all of
your portable workshop tools, your next step is to
look for a brand where this is possible, and which
offers you a suitably wide range of models.

Finally, if your usage of garden equipment such as
your mower, blower, brushcutter or chainsaw, is
extensive (ie you need these items for your small-
holding or farm), battery-powered machines are
probably not for you as they will run out of charge
long before you complete your day's work.

But for townies, battery-powered machines are ideal
in the garden, combining the convenience of go-
anywhere working, with neighbour-pleasing noise
levels when in use and zero carbon monoxide
emissions. &

FOR ALL YOUR TRACTOR,
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SPARES NEEDS!
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IN THE GARDEN

Build a bug hotel for your critters

ny vegetable farmer worth his or her salt

knows that bugs play a very important role in

pollinating your plants. There are a few ways
in which we can encourage these bugs to frequent
our gardens, particularly during the winter months
when food may be harder for them to come by.
Bug hotels attract beneficial insects such as ladybugs,
lacewings, and predatory wasps, which act as natural
pest control agents. These helpful insects prey on
harmful pests like aphids, caterpillars, and mites,
reducing the need for chemical pesticides.
Creating a bug-friendly habitat fosters biodiversity on
your plot. By providing suitable homes and resources
for a wide range of insects, bug hotels contribute to a
diverse ecosystem that helps maintain ecological
balance and resilience.
Although there are pre-built ones for sale, they are
simple enough to do yourself.
You will need to find a few pieces of sturdy wood
such as old pallet wood or repurposed materials. You
will need to find nesting materials to fill your hotel
with ~ these can range from bamboo canes,
pinecones, twigs and dry leaves. These act as nooks
and crannies into which the bugs can take refuge.
Build a frame, as big or small as you like, ensuring it is
securely fastened.
Inside the frame, stack your chosen materials verti-
cally. Alternate between different sized and shaped
components to ensure variety. Secure your materials
to the backboard using wire or cable ties. Different
insects have different preferences for space, so using
varying materials will mean you can accommodate a
number of different types of insects.

ENGINE RECON 3.2, 2.2 & 2.0 Bl- TURBO
TRADE IN YOUR OI.D ENGIIIE b
CLUTCH WORX

ENGINE OVERHAUL
FRONT AND REAR SUSPENSION SER

CONTACT : 078 259 701908 e Ee 307 7hn

Hollow plant stems, such as bamboo canes or reeds
provide good nesting sites for solitary bees and
beneficial wasps. Wood blocks with pre-drilled holes
offer hiding places for beetles and other insects. Small
stones, bricks or cinder blocks create crevices that are
attracting to ground-dwelling insects such as spiders
and centipedes. Pinecones, dry leaves and straw act
as bedding for beetles and insects that overwinter.
(This typically involves finding a protected location
where they can enter a state of dormancy or hiberna-
tion to allow them to conserve energy throughout the
cold months where there is little food available for
them.)

Make sure your bug hotel is located in an area close
to your vegetable garden or crops, but elevated off
the ground to protect it from your livestock and pets.
Keeping it off the ground will also make sure it stays
dry and prevents any rot to the structure.

Regularly inspect and clean your bug hotel. This
means removing debris, and making sure the struc-
ture is dry and free of mould. &8
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SECURITY TRIP WIRE

Simple Instaliation STOP CRIME ON YOUR PROPERTY
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No Power Required
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M EQUIPMENT SERVICES |

WE REPAIR AND SERVICE:

Generators | Jack hammers | Power Tools | Lawn Mowers
Bomags | Hydraulics | Rammers | Welding | Tar Cutters
Plate Compactors | Trench Compactors | Water Pumps

AND MORE
WE COLLECT AND DELIVER
327 8th Ave, Bredell, Kempton Park

Contact 067 637 7001 / marvenmdlull@gmall com
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IN THE KITCHEN

A spiced winter veg chutney to warm you

y now, you should be well into growing your

favourite winter vegetables. As published in

the May SA Smallholder, there are a number
of vegetables that you can continue to grow through-
out winter despite dryer climates, frost and cool
temperatures.
These vegetables often lend themselves to hearty
soups and stews, good enough to warm you up
throughout the colder months. But, if you are looking
for ways to preserve your winter harvest, you can
consider making a spiced vegetable chutney. This
works well as an accompaniment to curries, roast
meats, or as a spread to go with strong cheeses on
farmhouse bread.

Ingredients

2 cups winter vegetables (such as carrots, turnips,
beetroot, parsnips, radish, butternut, sweet potato)
finely chopped

1 cup onions, finely chopped

1 cup apples, peeled and finely chopped

1 cup brown sugar

1 cup apple cider vinegar

/2 cup raisins or cranberries

V4 finely chopped ginger

1 teaspoon mustard seeds

1 teaspoon ground cinnamon

1/> teaspoon ground cloves

/2 teaspoon ground turmeric

1/2 teaspoon salt

Method

In a large pot, combine the chopped winter vegeta-

bles, onions, apples, brown sugar, apple cider vinegar,

raisins or dried cranberries, crystallised ginger, mus-
tard seeds, cinnamon, cloves, turmeric, and salt.

Sheligtit for Poultry

Stir the mixture well and bring it to a boil over
medium-high heat.

Reduce the heat to low and let the chutney simmer,
uncovered, for about 1 to 1.5 hours, stirring occa-
sionally. As the chutney cooks, the vegetables will
soften and the flavours will meld together. Cook until
the chutney reaches a thick, jam-like consistency.
Taste the chutney and adjust the seasoning or sweet-
ness if desired. You can add more sugar or spices
according to your taste.

Once the chutney is ready, remove it from the heat
and let it cool to room temperature.

Transfer the chutney into sterilised jars and seal
tightly. Store the jars in a cool, dark place for a week
or two to allow the flavours to develop before using.
You can adjust the spices or sweetness levels to suit
your preference. Store in the fridge after opening. &
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Solar Power Systems Course

This comprehensive photovoltaic solar design and
installation course was created to address the need of
individuals, organisations or small businesses that
require basic information on the size, rating and
installation of solar systems. Course objectives include
being able to assess what equipment should poten-
tially be of good or poor quality, distinguish how
photovoltaic technologies differ from each other,
know what the most appropriate energy saving
technology is for a particular application, perform
calculations for the design of a solar power system,
and more.

No formal prerequisites are required to attend this
course. This is the first leg of a twin course.

Date: 1 July 2023

Cost: R1 950 per person.

Location: Diamond Valley Estate, Pretoria, Gauteng
Contact: 087 231 1644 or email info@kragdag.co.za

The Cannabis Expo, Durban

The Cannabis Expo is the global marketplace for
education and innovative products and businesses
serving the cannabis industry and its medicinal,
agricultural, financial and lifestyle aspects. The expo
hall at The Cannabis Expo will feature over 100
exhibitors representing the full spectrum of the
cannabis industry. Browse and enjoy cannabis-infused
meals, treats and drinks. The event will also feature a
vibrant outdoor festival environment. Presentations
around cannabis-related topics that cover health,
agriculture, legislation, finance and more will also be
held throughout the expo.

Date: 28 to 30 July, 2023

Location: The Globe at Suncoast, Durban

Contact: Visit www.thecannabisexpo.co.za for more
info or contact sarah@thecannabisexpo.co.za

SOWUITTIEL M@m&?

Sakeliga Kragdag

KragDag focuses on sustainable
and independent solutions (and
even do-it-yourself plans), to help
make you less exposed to and
dependent on a state deter-
mined life.

This year’s event is subtitled “Kom on bou n
kragstasie.” At KragDag you will find solutions to the
challenges of energy, water, safety, health, food
production, education, transport and construction
and a creative entrepreneurial mindset is encour-
aged.

This year you can expect 330 exhibition stands

and 165 exhibitors in the agricultural sub-expo, free
seminars and lectures, a variety of activities on a wide
range of farming matters, as well as the arena which
will include shows with horses and mounted warfare,
cattle breed shows, and drone demonstrations. Also,
a large variety of refreshments and an amusement
park and entertainment that includes anything from
ox-carts to helicopter rides. Exhibitors include solar
solutions, water collection and purification, horticul-
ture aquaponics and hydroponic systems, security
alarms, beekeeping, wind power, cleaning and
recycling, hydroponic green fodder, firefighting and
fire equipment, storage tunnels and greenhouses,
heritage seeds, kitchen equipment, livestock protec-
tion, pool equipment, pest control, and more.
Exhibitors can book a stand at
www.kragdag.co.za/webtuiste/stal-uit.

Date: 9-12 August 2023. 08h00-17h00.

Cost: R100 per adult (children up to 18 free), but by
registering in advance you get a 50% discount.
Register at www.kragdag.co.za/besoeker/kaartjies
Location: Diamond Valley Estate, Pretoria, Gauteng
Contact: 087 231 1644 or info@kragdag.co.za
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Solar speak: SA’s new lingo

he current trend towards relieving Eskom of its

burden of supplying us with electricity, namely

the headlong rush into solar systems, has
spawned some new terms in our language.
For example, when walking or driving through your
neighbourhood do you find yourself examining the
roofs of nearby houses for an array of solar panels?
And if you spot some, do you do a quick count of
their number, and assess their size, and where and
how they are mounted?
And then, do you compare your findings with your
own installation? That's called “panel envy” if your
neighbour has more panels than you, or “panel
smugness” if you have more than him.
But if you are unfortunate to have suffered a bout of
panel envy because he has more panels than you,
sometimes you can console yourself by saying to
yourself “ah, but his panels are smaller/less power-
ful/older than mine...”
Hopefully, of course, you have installed a system
large and powerful enough to allow you to avoid the
next new term, which is “charge anxiety.”
Charge anxiety occurs when you become concerned
that your usage may overwhelm the capacity of your
battery assembly. This can occur in two ways. Firstly, if
you are careless in the use of your electrical appli-
ances you run the risk of running your battery flat,
and thus being left in the dark. More commonly,
however, you run the risk of charge anxiety on cloudy
days, which may result in insufficient sunlight on your
panels to charge your battery up for the dark hours
ahead. Closely related to the panel smugness men-
tioned above is “solar smugness” which is that
insufferable boastfulness that emerges among the
“manne” at a braai when, having discussed the
dreadful state of the nation, the conversation turns
inevitably to load-shedding and the measures one has

in place to overcome it. For, it is now almost guaran-
teed that one in your group will mutter smugly “of
course, we have solar...”.

Whereupon the inevitable question, much like
schoolboys comparing their willies in the shower, will
be “How big is your inverter?” in the fear that his
inverter is bigger than yours. \ W

And you, having told the group :@9
the size of yours, will equally SO
inevitably ask “and yours?”
Finally, we Saffers have known
since birth that we are gener-
ally blessed with almost endless
days of bright sunlight, which
makes the installation of
rooftop solar systems, and solar
geysers, a no-brainer. For now,
however, you will find, as a
new convert to solar, that you become more acutely
aware of just how blessed we are with sunlight in this
country. And one begins to realise just how backward
we are here, considering the great advances in
homespun solar installations in countries far less
blessed by the sun than we, such as Germany and
the Netherlands.

Germany, for example, is light-years (pun fully
intended) ahead of us. There, if you have an excess
of capacity the central electricity-generating authority
will pay you for it when it is released into the grid.
Their electricity meters, you see, are clever enough to
work in both directions, charging you for what you
use, and paying you back for what you supply.

That's a long way off here, | suspect, for apart from
the glacial pace at which officialdom works in South
Africa, Eskom is hardly in a position to shell out funds
it doesn't have for electricity being sold to it, rather
than by it.

) (<= The only SABS-approved
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